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Eph. v. 16. 
Redeeming the time, becauſe the days 


are evil, 


N the benen of this Chapter the 

Apoſtle exhorts Chriſtians to holineſs 
in general, by ſetting before them a per- 
fect pattern, Be ye followers of God as 
dear | Children, and walk in love. The 
favourites of Heaven muſt imitate their 
Father, and like Gideon's brethren, re- 
ſemble the Children of a King ; the pre- 
cept 1s, Be ye Holy, be ye penfect, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect: Then he goes 
on to preſs this” great duty, more parti- 
cularly upon all in their ſeveral Relations 
which he urgeth by many Arguments. 
And in the Text he ſeemeth to point out 
the opportunity, to put thoſe and all o- 
ther Chriſtian duties into practice. See 


that you walk circumſpectly, not as fools, 
but as wiſe, redeeming the time. 


 Explication of the Words. 
Time is taken under a 
double notion: There is Lare Tempus, 
the ſpace of time, and ſpacium temporisy. 
there is the opportunity "Ro TOA” 
of time: Tempus longum 
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and Tempus commodum; time and oppor- 
tunity differ, time is the duration, or 
ſucceſſion of ſo many minutes, hours, 
days, or years, one after the other, from 
the . R of a man's life to the end 
thereof, Job vii. 1, 14, 15. I there not 
an appointed time for man' upon Earth ? 
Opportunity 1s the time apted and fitted 
in order to this or that work or buſineſs, 
viz. a meeting of Time and means to- 
gether, to effect the end. This is called 
the ſeaſon or tempeſtivity of time, when 
time, tide, and wind meet and claſp 
together, Ecclef. iii. 1, To every thing 
_ there is a ſeaſon or opportunity of doing: 
Time may be continued when the 1 4 
of time is ended; the ſails of time may 
be aloft, when the gale of opportunity is 
loſt. Every time is not a ſpring time, a 
ſeed time, a gaining time, Manna was 
not to be had but in the morning. The 
beauty of time, is the opportunity of 
time, Eccleſ. iii. 11. He hath made e- 
very thing beautiful in his time, this 
part of time we are to redeem. Re- 
deeming denotes the excellent worth and 
preciouſneſs of time; a commodity to 
be valued above the Gold of Ophir, So- 
Jomon bids us, buy the truth, Prov. xxiii. 
23. Our dear Lord counſelled a _ 
rable 


E 


rable Church to buy Gold and white Ray- 
ment, Rev. ili. 18. And Paul exhorts 
us to buy the time, a Jewel of that price, 
which muſt be redeemed at any rate. 
Baſe vile things are not wont to be re- 
deemed, but things of worth, namely, 
mens Liberties, Eſtates, Lives, Sc. So 
our precious time, Redeeming the time, 
becauſe the. days are evil. 


The words contain two general Parts. 


1. Au Exhortation to 4 duty, redeem the 
time, | | 
2, The reaſon of it, becauſe the days are 
n | 2 
From the words we may obſerve this 
Doctrine, which ſhall be the ſubject of 
my enſuing Diſcourſe. . 
Doct, Te beſt of Saints, or the re- 

deemed God, have need to redeem the 

time : This Epiſtle was written to a very. 

famous flouriſhing Church in the pureſt 

times of the Goſpel, amongſt whom * 
there were rare and ſingular Chriſtians, 

they were called Saints, and faithful in 

Chriſt Feſus, chap. i- 1. and choſen of 

God in Chrift, before the foundation of the. + 

World, ver. 4. and really converted, and | 
| brought into a ſtate of life. Moreover, 

they had learned the duty of Mortifica- 

- | A 3 | tion, 


— an. 


* — 


8 1 


„ 
tion, one of the hardeſt leſſons in Chriſti- 
anity, chap. iv. 22. And were alſo 
ſealed unto the day of Redemption, chap. 
i. 13. iv. 30. and had the earneſt of their 
oheavenly inheritance : And yet they, whoſe 
attainments were ſo high, muſt redeem 
the time. The ſame thing is preſt in 
different terms, Eccleſ. ix. 10. It's 
called a working while it is day, John 
ix. 4. In the handling of this propoſi- 
tion, I ſhall ſhew you, 
1. When time may be ſaid to be redeemed, 
2. What time muſt be redeemed. 
3. How time muſt be redeemed. 
4. Why time muſt be redeemed. 
5. Motives and directions to help yon. 


Firſt, V ben is time redeemed ? , 

Anſ. When time and duty, like thoſe 
two twins, Jacob and Eſau, take hold 
one of another, or as two loving yoak- 
fellows, go hand in hand; when duty 
attends time, as the ſhadow the body,' 
or as the Maiden her Miſtreſs. 

This is to fill up time with duty, and- 
to take opportunity by the forelock, or 
in Scripture phraſe, to do the work of 
the day in the day. And to this end op- 
portunities or ſeaſons are to be deſired, 

4 as 
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as they offer an occaſion of ſervice, and 
of doing our duty. This we may fee in 
holy David, Pſal. cxxii. 1. I was glad 
whey they ſaid unto me, come let us go up 
to the houſe of the Lord. When there was 
a way open to worſhip God in the beau- 
ty of Holineſs, David rejoiced to ſee 
the true worſhippers improve their op- 
portunity, to go to that City, the name 
of which was Jehovah Sbammab, the Lord 
is there, Ezek. xlviii. 38. And the, 
Prophet Zechariah brings in the faints- 
of God ; rejoicing in the ſame things, 
Zech. viii. 20, 21, 22. Let us go, ſpeedily 
to pray before the Lord, and ſeek the Lord 
of Hoſts in Jeruſalem : I will go 0 alſo. The. 
Saints of old were wont to rejoice when 
the Sabbath came, becauſe of the holy 
and heavenly duties of that day: oppor- 
tunities and duty are always to be join- 
_ Gal. vi. 10. This is to live accord- 

ing to the will of God, 1. Pet. iv. a. 
and to walk circumſpe8tly, rederming 
the time, Eph, v. 15, 17- 

2. When ve are truly i ry to make. 
up former negligence with double dili- 
gence, redeeming the time, we recover 

our loſs. Time, according to this phraſe, 
ſeemeth to be taken Captive, and we 
muſt redeem it. Redemptions are made 
A4 by 


CE IP IP 
by purchaſe ; to redeem a thing, is to buy 
Oviquid etatis it for a price ; the price 
retro eft, mors te- we redeem it with, is la- 
net. Sen. Epiſt. bour, travel, faithful and 
ſerious diligence, and greater activity 
and vigour in the proſecution of our 
duty. When what of time or ſeriouſneſs 
hath been wanting in one day or duty, 
is made up, and ſupplied in the next; 
this is the way to repair our ſad ſoul- 
damages. For the time paſt of our lives 
may ſuffice us to have wrought the will f 
the Gentiles, 1 Pet. iv. 3. Chriſtians, our 
ſins have been many and mighty, but 
our ſervices few and mean, therefore put 
the beſt leg before. Be not as the ſlug- 
gard, like the door upon the hinges, but 
as the Sun in the Heavens, that rejoiceth 
to run his race. The hand of the diligent 
maketh rich, Prov. x. 4. I heard of one 
who being a Priſoner in a dark dun- 
geon, when the light was brought to him 

for a little time to eat his diet, would 
pull out his Bible and read a Chapter, 
ſaying he could find his mouth in the 
dark, but not read in the dark. An Ar- 
gument that he made Conſcience of re- 
deeming his time. Sirs, to be watchful, 
diligent, laborious in the faithful im- 
ene of all your time, talents, 


gifts, | 


. 


gifts, graces, is the thing here intended. 
The precept is for labour, Luke xiii. 24. 
2. Pet. 1. 10. And the diligent in wy 
hath the promiſe of Glory, Heb. xi 

To them who by patient continuance in well- 
doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and 
immortality, and eternal Life, Rom. 11. 7. 


a 


2. What time-muſt be redeemed ? 


Anl. All time. 


Time is ſo precious, that not any of 
it muſt be loſt. The whole time of our 
life muſt be employed either about our 
ſouls in the ſervice of God, or in the 
works of our callings, or in order there- 
WE” Particularly, 


. The time of youth. 

b The time of health and frengt. 

3. The time of affiittion, 

4. The time of the Goſpel. 

5. The time of the Sabbath, or the Lord's 
day in ſpecial muſt be redeemed, 


Firſt, The time. of youth muſt be re- 
deemed. The great God ſtands much 
upon Priority, to have the firſt and beſt + - 
The firſt ripe fruits, the firſt that open- 
eth the womb. O then offer the Jaac of 
thy youth, the ſpring and flower of thy 
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age to God, and ſtay not until the evil 
day. Begin firſt with him from whom 
thou haſt thy being, go about the grand 
affair and work of thy dear and never 
dying Soul, before thou doſt ingulf thy- 
ſelf in the cares of this World. Reſolve 
to preſent the firſt ripe fruits to that 
good and, gracious God, who deſireth 
the firſt ripe fruits. In the bright morn- 
ing of thy life, match thyſelf to the King 
of Glory, and become his Bride before 
thou art defloured, and defiled, by ſin 
and the world. If the coleſtial ſeeds of 
Grace be ſown in the morning, the plea- 
ſant and ſweet flowers ſpringing out of 
thoſe ſeeds, will invite the Lord Jeſus 
to come and walk in his garden, Cant. 
v. 1. If thou would'ſt be the Temple 
of the Holy Ghoſt, let him that made 
the houſe, be the firſt and chief inhabi- 
tant, and ſuffer not thine heart to Be an 
habitation for Dragons and Devils, which 
will be thy undoing to all Eternity. 

You young men, and young wonen, 
know, that the infinitely gracious God 
holds out the golden Scepter, and in- 
viteth you to come unto him. The rud- 
dy David, the child Samuel, the young 
Timothy, God calls, 1 Sam. i. 11. 12. 
i. Sam. iii. 10. 1 Tim. iv. 12. and the 

; | ſooner, 
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ſooner you come, the better i it will be. 
Say then, this inſtant behold we come; 
thme we are, thine we will be; come 
now and take thine own, God will ac- 
cept you, and take it kindly, his arms 
and boſom is open to you, Jer. ii. 2, 3. 
J remember the kindneſs of. thy youth, the 
love of thine Eſpouſals, when the firſt fruits 
was holineſs to the Lord. If you would 
have the reſpect and kindneſs of a God, 
offer unto him the firſtlings of the Flock, 
Gen. iv. 4. viz. thy uſeful days. If a 
company of aged feeble perſons, or 
_ cripples, were tendred to the king for 
ſervice, he would not accept them, 
1. Sam. xiv. 52. Mal. i. 8. 13, 14. Da- 
vid from his youth, and Jab while he 
was young, began to ſeek the Lord, 
Pſal, Ixxi. 17. 2 Chron. xxxiv. 3. Young. 
men, if you receive the ſeed of Grace 
in the morning of your age, it will take 
the deeper root and impreſſion upon 
your hearts, and cauſe you to bring 
forth fruit in old age. Cloth will keep 
colour beſt that's dyed in the wool, and 
the Veſſel will . tongeſt of that li- 
quor with which at is firſt 6. 
ſeaſoned. O then Remem- | Prov, wi. 
bember thy Creator in the wes of thy youths 5 
Bale. 8 4, 

A 6 2. The 
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2. Me time of health and ſtrength, is 
to be improved: You that are now 
ſtrong and" lively, muſt not expect to 
be ſo always: You, as well as others, 
muſt count upon diſeaſes, ſickneſs, 
weakneſs, which will confine you to 
your Houſes, Chambers, and Beds: 
now then, while your ſtrength and 
health of Body, and natural vigour is 
continued, be mindful Lake ziii. 24. 
of your work and time, \Cor.ix. 24, 12 
The greateſt duties and Epbeſ. vi. 12. 
difficulties in Heaven's I Tim. vi. 12. 
way, are ſet forth by ſtriving, wreſtling, 
fighting, running, which requites the 
beſt of our time, and moſt of our 
ſtrength. Can a fick and weak man 
run ſo as to obtain, or fo ſtrive and 
conflict as to overcome, judge ye: 
King Saul choſe the ſtrong and valiant: 
for his ſervice. - *Tis the ſtrong muſt 
run the race, Pſal. xix. 4. and the 
young mult overcome the evil one, 
1 Job. xi. 14. If a man had a buſineſs 
of great concernment, or a matter of 
life and death, that required time, 
ſtrength, and diligence for the doing 
of it, and ſhould omit it, until he were 
ſtricken in years, or until ſickneſs or 
weakneſs invade him, every one would 
be ready to charge him with folly, If 


6: 53-3 

If a Carrier, amongſt many ſtout, 
ſtrong horſes, had one poor, lame, fick 
horſe, and ſhould lay the burthen of 
the greateſt weight and worth upon 
that poor weak jade; we ſhould con- 
clude that either he was cruel, or that 
he wanted the underſtanding of a man; 
This is our caſe, the great affair of im- 
mortal Souls requireth time, ſtrength, 
diligence, and all little enough. And 
ſhall we charge the whole ſtreſs of our 
everlaſting ſtate, u 8 a few days ſick- 
neſs, and weakneſs before our death, 
God fo rbid, Ecclef. xii. 3, 4. 

3. The time of affliftion muſt be re- 
deemed. Chriſtians, in the day of ad- 
verſity we muſt conſider, Eccleſ. vii. 14. 
It was the time of Jacob's trouble, when 
the Apoſtle exhorted Believers to re- 
deem the time: God ſpeaks by his rod, 
as well as by his word, te both which 
we muſt have an ear. God ſometimes 
teaches us, as Gideon the men of Suc- 
coth, Judges viii. 16. with Thorns and 
Briars of the wilderneſs. Let the af- 
fliction be of what Sczola cructs of 
kind or degree ſoever, Schola Jucis. Luth. 
either upon our Per- Plal. xciv. 12, 
ſons, Names, Eſtates, Familfes, Church 
or Kingdom, yea, and of long continu. 
Ke - = ice, . 


( 14 ) 

ance, we are to look upon it as from 
God, and for our good. For every 
affliction ſpeaks: to us in the language 
of Ehud to Eglon, I have a meſſage unto 
thee from God; And God will reckon - 
with us for the rods he lays upon us. 
I ſhall ſpeak more to this in angther 
lace : 

4. The time of the Goſpel muſt be re- 
deemed. Goſpel-time' is our ſpiritual 
harveſt, and it is notorious folly to ſleep 


or loiter in Harveſt. The 


Mat. iv. 6. time of the Goſpel is a 
2 Tim. 1. 10. 


Ezek. xiii. 8. time indeed, viz. a time 
Rom. v. 8. of light, a time of love, a 
Iſa. xi. 1. time of life, a time of li- 
John vi. 16. berty. Now the trumpet 
of Jubilee ſoundeth, and all debts and 
Mortgages may be taken up and re- 
leaſed. Here's liberty for the poor Cap- 
lives, and the opening of the Priſon to 
them that are bound. Tis now an accep- 
ted time, a day of Salvation, 2 Cor. vi. 2. 
a time to accept, or a time to be ac- 
cepted, a golden and glorious time in- 
deed. Behold, now 75s acceplum or 
there is a broad and tempus acceptabile. 
clear way to his Mer- Beza in loc. 

cy- -ſeat, 'theMaming ſword is gone, the 
partition wall is down, all Bars and. 
| Gates 
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Gates are removed, an Act of Indem. 
nity is proclaimed, and there is a free 
admiſſion for all to come and be ſaved; 
pardons are ready, J. xlv. 6, 7. 

Sinners, your dear Lord Jeſus, the 
great peacemaker, is now an importu- 
nate Suitor unto your periſhing ſouls, 
namely, an inviting, knocking, wait- 
ing, promiſing Chriſt, 
Prov. 1. 22. ix. 4. Ja. Qrod offrtur gra 
Ixv. 2. Mat. xi. 28. ef, 40 confti- 
Rev. 111. 20. Cant. v. 2. tuit rebus omnibus 
Joh. vi. 36. The trea- momenta, ut obla- 
ſures of Grace are 0- he bo an oz 
pened, and offered to , 
fale upon eaſy terms, without money, and 
without price, Ja. Iv. 1. Rev. ui. 17. 
O make ſpeed and come make the pur- 
chaſe, buy the pearl of price that's better 
than Rubies, and you ſhall have a trea- 
ſure in Heaven. The favour of God, 
precious blood, white raiment, tried 
Gold, and the eternal life of your never- 
dying ſouls is worth the having: con- 
ſider alſo, that now the Holy Ghoſt calls 


| ; and offers his aſſiſtance to cloſe the bar- 


gain, to tie the Marriage-knot between 
Chriſt and Souls, Heb. iii. If you loſe 
this opportunity, you may never have 
the like. The Spirit and the Bride ſaith 
come, Rev. ult. xvii. 5. The 
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F. The time of the Sabbath, or Lord's. 
day, muſt be redeemed : We muſt have 
a ſpecial care of ſanctifying that day, it 
being. the Sabbath of the Lord our 
God. This golden day from morning 
to night, muſt be ſpent in the ſervice 
and worſhip of our Lord, either in pub- 
lic, private, or ſecret duties, and no 
part of it muſt be Joſt. Take no liber- 
ty upon that day for 
The youth that-was frothy, vain, and un- 
lately hanged for profitable diſcourſe, or 
murdering his Fel- . 
low Servant, con- Tecreations, or to ride, 
feſſed that his Sab- buy, ſell, or work. This 
bath - breaking, dreadful, God provok- 
made way for all ing fin of Sabbath- 
his other prodigi- . 
dad few. breaking, is a fin in 
ö faſhion; hundreds in 
this Nation ſerve the Devil more upon the 
Lord's day, than on other days. Then 
men are at leiſure to ſerve the Devil, 
and ſatisfy their luſts, and go to the 
Ale-houſe, or to exerciſe themſelves in 
ſports and paſtimes. O that Magiſ- 
trates, Miniſters, Maſters of Families, 
and Parents, would look to it, Neb. xi11. 
17. The Lord of the Sabbath com- 
mandeth thee, that thou, and thy Son, thy 
Daughter, thy man-ſervant, and all within 


thy gate, keep that day holy. 
thy gate, keep n 
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The Sabbath is called a holy convo- 
cation, Lev. xxiii. 2. and the Lord of 
the day is an infinitely holy, juſt, and 
Jealous God. The Sabbath heretofore 
was called Regina Dierum, the Queen 
of days; in the New Teſtament it is cal- 
led the Lord's day, Rev. 1. 10. a day in 
which we commemorate the greateſt 
mercy, viz. the glorious Reſurrection 
of our crucified Lord, and that which 
the pureſt Chriſtians, in the pureſt times, 
did carefully obſerve; 

In the Primitive times, a ſerious and 
ſtri&t obſervation of the Lord's day, was 
a trial or badge of Chriſtianity. When 
the queſtion was propounded Servaſti 
 Dominicum ? haſt thou kept the Lord's 
day? the anſwer was turned, Cbriſtianus 
Jum, intermittere non poſſum, I am a Chriſ- 
tian, and cannot intermit it. It was a 
ſaying of an Eminent Divine, that he 
would judge of a man's Religion, ac-» 
cording to the Reverence and care he 
had in keeping the Sabbath. Chriſtians, 
you are to keep your Lord's Reft, and 
perform the holy duties of his worſhip 
chearfully, reverently, ſpiritually, Joh. iv. 
24. If ever you think to celebrate an 
eternal Sabbath with God in Glory, be 
careful of this duty; To enforce it, 
conſider, 1. How 


Enn 

How ſtrictly che Holy God impo- 
ſeth it, and to what end it is: Remember. 
the Sabbath-day to keep it holy, Exodus: 
xx. 8, This bleſſed day for communion 
with God, is to be premeditated upon 
before it cometh; therefore in the even- 
ing before the Sabbath, let all your ne- 
ceſſary occaſions be done up, that you 
may have nothing but what becometh 
the work of that day. Be like David's 
good man, P/al. cxii. 5. ordering your 
. affairs with .diſcretion, eſpecially your ſpi- 
ritual affairs. If you expected the com- 


pany of ſome worthy friend, would you 


be found in a fluttiſh poſture, or ſweep- 
ing, and cleanſing your houſes on that 
day, and all out of order? on the Lord's 
day you ſhould vehemently expect the 
approach and preſence of the King of 
Glory, therefore make all ready to en- 
tertain him. | 
2. Remember the excellent Epi-- 
thets, and Titles of this bleſſed day, it 
is called @ Higb day, a Holy day, the Holy 
of the Lord, Honourable, Jja. lviii. 13. 
Therefore let it be redeemed, loſe no 

more Sabbaths. | 
3. Conſider the bleſſings ak ſoul be- 
nefits of that day, if it be rightly obſer- 
ved. It is your Lord's Market-day, 4 
the 
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the which you have the precious Oil, the 
golden Mines, and Treaſury of Grace 
opened that day. There are ſpiritual 
dainties for your hungry ſouls, to which 
you are by Chriſt invited that day, Ja. 

liv. 1. The Holy Ghoſt doth breath and 
blow that day, by the ſecret and ſweet 
gales whereof, Saints mount up toward 
Heaven. The great God comes down, 
and gracious ſouls aſcend that day, Rev.. 
i. 10. And the Eunuchs that keep God's 

Sabbaths, have the promiſe of a name in 
his houſe for ever, Ja. lvi. 4, 5. I might 
add, the ſevere threatnings, *. God's 

ſingvlar judgments upon the prophaners 
of the Sabbath, or Lord's-day. The 
man that was found gathering ſticks upon. 
the Sabbath- day, by an immediate com- 
mand from God was ſtoned to death, 
Numb. xv. 32, 34, 35» 36. 
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How time A has CINE: 


1. By taking and improving. all opportu- 
nities for the glorifying of God. 

2. By laying hold on the preſent time, 
and now day of grace for ſettling. 
and ſecuring your everlaſting ſtate. 

3. By improving the preſent means of 
Grace for your ſpeedy growth to Grace. 


4. By 


( 20 ) 
4. By doing all the good you can to. o- 
bers while you may. 

8. By labouring to keep up conſtant com- 
munion with God in holy duties, | 
6. By improving every providence and out- 

ward croſs for inward and ſpiritual 
advantages. 2 
7. By caſting up your accounts every day, 
that you may make even with God. 
8. By labouring to order every day's work 
in reference to your laſt day; That 
having finiſhed your work, you may 
be fit to leave the World. | 


- 


I. By 'taking and improving all occa- 
ions for the glorifying of God : Dear 
Chriſtians, this is your Father's buſineſs, 
and the great Errand for which you had 
your being. 
Fou were born, and new-born, to 
ſerve the intereſt of the holy and bleſſed 
Tempus non potef God in the World z this 
Deo cconſecrari, niſi is that glorious end, for 
redemptum. Calvin which you ſhould ſpend 
in Jo your ſtrength and time, 
and lay out yourſelves to the very utmoſt. 
That which is the chief end of your life, 
viz. to diſplay and propagate God's Glo- 
ry in the World, muſt not be neglected ;_ 
ather things are infinitely inferior, 5775 
4 mul 
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muſt be ſubordinated unto this. For the 
thoughts and deſigns of ſerving the inte- 
reſt of your Lord, is that which you muſt 
be always driving on in this evil World. 
God expects it, Thou ſhalt have no other 
God before me, Exod. xx. 3. God will 
be exalted in the heart, and in our life 
too, I will be glorified, faith the Lord, 
before all the people, Lev. x. 3. One 
way or other, the great Creator will have 
glory, by all his creatures. God made 
all things for himſelf, the World to be a 
viſible and wonderful Declaration of his 
excellent glory, ſo that it is his due debt: 
P/al. xxix. 1, 2. Pſal. xcvi. 8. Give 
unto the Lord the glory due unto his name, 
to walk with God in our whole courſe, 
to deſign his glory, is the prime mark of 
our Saintſhip and Sincerity. This is the 
white in the mark we ſhould aim at, the 
thing we ſhould purſue reſolutely, vigo- 
rouſly, with all our mights. Whether 
we pray, or preach, or read, or hear, 
or celebrate Sabbaths, or converſe, ex- 
hort, or reprove, or indeed buy, fell, 
plow, ſow, eat, drink, let it not be done 
for the World, or the intereſt of the 
fleſh; We ſhould have ſuch a high eſ- 
teem of God, and ſuch ſtrong deſires, 
and ſtrong affections to him, that the 

pleaſing, 


( 22 ) 
pleaſing, praiſing, and magnifying of _ 
God in all our ways, might be our main 


endeavour. 


Chriſtians, you are choſen out of the 


World to be God's witneſſes, if you do 


not appear for God, his honour and in- 
tereſt, none will : All (faith the Holy 
Apoſtle) ſeek their own, Phil. ii. 21. 
but you are to deny; and keep under 


_ ſelf which is directly oppoſite to the 


honour of your God, Wicked men are 
bold and reſolute in a way of ſin, to bear 
up the intereſt of the Prince of darkneſs, 
and will not you be as active for the in- 
tereſt of your Lord ? The Martyrs-would 
rather die than diſhonour God, who 
burning with zeal to God's glory, would 
gloriſy "him in the very fire. God hath 
made you honourable, a. xliii. 4. be- 
ing Kings and Prieſts, and inroll'd you 
amongſt the firſt- born that are written in 
Heaven. You have a place in his heart, 
and a name in his houſe, you are Veſſels 
of honour, and ſhall be honoured, that 
we might be to the glory of his Grace : 
Your everlaſting Father hath mark'd 
you, and ſet his ſtamp and ſeal upon 
you, and put a principle of life within 
you, that ye might love him, and live 
unto him. The man 1 that refus'd to bear 
| up 


[ 


. 
up his deceaſed Brother's name, Deut. 
xxv. 9. was to have his face ſpit on in 
the face of the Congregation. But thame 
and everlaſting eontempt. will be upon 
their faces, that will not ſtand up for the 
honour of the Holy God, Dan. xii. 2. 
Chriſtians, tis the ſin that reflects diſ- 
honour on God's name, therefore allow 
it not in yourſelves, and prevent it what 
you can in others. Redeem your time, 
and redeem God's glory, your days are 
evil, and you have but a few days for this 
work; do it, and God will own you, 
and advance you to a Kingdom. © 
Beloved in the Lord, though you dif- 
fer in other things, agree in this, to glo- 
rify God on Earth, that you may with 
one mind and one "mouth glorify God, 
Rom. xv. 6. Every one that's Godly 
ky. out with Holy David, Pſal. xxxiv. 
3. O magnify the Lord with me, and 
le us exalt his name together, 1 Cor. 
x. 32. John xiv. Eph. 1.6.' As m 
as are perfett, will be thus minded, Pſal. iii. 
2. By laying hold upon the "preſent time, 
or now day f grace, for the ſettling and 
ſecuring your everlaſting ſtate or bleſſed 
Eternity. Your Souls concerns are the 
greateſt; yea, of infinite moment ; and 
the things of Eternity claim a ſuperio- 
| oy rity. 
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, rity. If you purpoſe to do your ſouls 
K A, you muſt 1 ſeek the Kingdom 
[1 of God, Mat. vi. 33. and take the- 
| | Kingdom of Heaven with violence, Mat. 
|; xii. 12, Let me die the death of the 
| Righteons, or a Lord have mercy on me, 
. when you come to die, will not do, 
Numb. xxili. 10. Mat. xxv. 11. And 
| | know ſinner, it muſt be done in this 
| thy day, now, or never, Luke xix, 42. 
While the door of Grace is open, be- 
fore the Bridge be drawn and mercy 
gone, Ja. lv. 6. This muſt be done, 
1. By complying with the preſent Call 
of the Goſpel, in cloſing immediately 
with Jeſus Chriſt, and 1n giving and re- 
ſigning yourſelves wholly unto him. 
This is that one thing neceſlary, that 
muſt be done ſpeedily, to ſecure your 
ſouls, to provide for their everlaſting 
welfare. Therefore do not procraſtinate 
or delay it for a World, *Tis thy grand 
affair, that muſt make thee or marr thee 
to Eternity. He that: believes, ſhall be 
ſaved; he that believes not, is condemned 
already, Job. iii. 36. Job. viii. 24. Jab. 
i. 12. If you do not now embrace the 
Lord Jeſus upon the great and glorious 
Terms of the Goſpel, you will as cer- 
tainly be damn'd as if you were in Hell 
e amongſt 
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amongſt the Devils already, 2 The/. i. 8. 
9. Heb. ii. 3, 8, 18. You that want Chriſt, 
will you welcome Chriſt, ſaying with th 

ſoul; come in thou bleſſed of the Lord, 
enter thou King of Glory, P/al. xxiv. 7. 
Thine is the Kingdom, take the Throne, 
ſit upon the chieteſt chariot, take up thy 
lodging in my heart for ever, and ſuffer 
not the dead child to lie in the place of 
the living Child ; and a dead World, and 


damnable Lud, where my Lord ſhould | 


lodge: O bleſſed da ond happy 78 
in Which the Heir X Heaven, and pe- 
riſhing Sinners meet, and are married! 
Here's a match for you! will you re- 
nounce all others, Sin, the Devil, and 
carnal Companions, and join ourſelf to 
the Prince of Life ? ſpeak the word, and 
the work is done; open the door, and 
he will certainly come in, and take up 
his abode for ever. All that the Father 
hath given him, ſhall come to him; 
and him that cometh, he will in no 
wiſe caſt out, 70h. vi. 37. Rev. ill. 20. 
Va. xxvi. 13. Ja. xliv. 5. 2 Cor. vill. 5. 

Afts xvi. 30. 

2. By repenting without delay. This 
is the ſecond great work, in which 
you, muſt make ſpeed ; for until this 
be done, you are in danger every mo- 


8 ment 


( 260) 
ment of dropping down to Hell. Re- 
member the ſad ſtory of the Woman, 
who, when her houſe was on fire, had 
her Child burned, while ſhe was ſav- 
ing ſome of her goods. Sinners, your 
danger is great, your opportunities are 
flying, fly you as faſt. Let me ſay to 
thee, as the Angel to Lot, Gen. xix. 
16, 17. when in danger of being bur- 
ned, eſcape for thy Life, ſtay not left thou 
be conſumed The Life and Salvation 
of thy Soul cannot be ſecured without 
this, Als xi. 18. 2 Cor. vii. 10. Luke 
X111. 3. Therefore labour to know the 
Plague of thy heart, 1 Kings viii. 28. 
and plow up the fallow ground; ſow 
in tears, and ſet about it this inſtant; 
before this day be ended, this Sermon 
ended, leſt it ſnould be aid of thee, as 
of that Woman Fezabel, Rev. ii. 21. 1 
gave her ſpace to repent, and ſhe repented 
not; and ſo God's fury come forth like fire, 
and burn, an none can quench it, Jer. 
IV. 3, 4. 

Pa, By making it your great buſi- 
neſs to ſecure an intereſt in Chriſt, 
getting your Evidences for Heaven 
bright and clear. Chriſtians, till you 

have gotten the pledges and tokens of 


God's love to your ſouls, till you are 
aſſured 


6 

aſſured of the truth of your Faith, and 
the ſincerity of your repentance, and 
hereby of the pardon of fin, and of 
your intereſt in the Lord Jeſus, you 
can have little comfort in your ſouls, 
or boldneſs towards God. Therefore, 
with might and main, work out your 
ſalvation, Phil. ii. 12. Make your Cal- 
ling and Elefion ſure, that upon certain 
grounds you may ſay as the Church, Lam. 
li1. 24. The Lord is my portion, ſaith 
my ſoul. Doubtleſs thou art our Father, 
Ja. Ixiii. 16. Or as holy 70 in his 
deep afflicton, Job xix. 25. 1 know my 
Redeemer liveth: I am thine, ſave me, 
Pſal. xix. 91. Truly I am thy Servant, 
I am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is 
mine, Cant. 11. 16. Chriſtians, this af- 
ſuring Faith 1s attainable; pray. for it, 
and vigorouſly preſs after it that you 
may. be ſealed up unto the day of Re- 
demption, that ſo an entrance may be 
miniſtred unto you, into the everlaſt- 
ing Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. i. 10, 11. And O 
how well have they redeemed their pre- 
cious time, that have ſecured their ne- 
ver-dying ſouls. Know this, that Aſ- 
ſurance requires both diligence and per- 
ſeverance; therefore you muſt be con- 

a B 2 -- Wat 


( 28 ) 
ſtant. in the uſe of means, and lay hold 
on every opportunity of enjoying the 
Goſpel. This our Lord commendeth 
in Mary, calling her attendance on the 
Word Preached, a chooſirg the good 
part, Luke x. 42. there you will taſte 
the Chryſtal ſtreams, and view the Gol- 
den Mines of ſound Doctrine, and wells 
of Salvation. This is the place of Spi- 
ritual wonders, where the Dead are 
raiſed, the Lepers cleanſed, the eyes of 
the Blind opened, and the Devils ejec- 
ted. Goſpel Ordinances are the Gol- 
den Galleries where the King of Glory 
walketh: the Bed, where immortal 
ſouls are -begotten unto God, and in 
which the broken hearts do travel till 
Chriſt be formed in them. - Through. 
theſe golden pipes, the water of Life 
is poured out upon thirſty panting 
fouls, for the cheering of their Spirits. 
Here is the Doctrine preached, and 
words whereby thou muſt be ſaved, 
A. x. Here Chriſt's Mother found 
him, it being the place where the 
Bridegroom and the Bride meet and 
ſolace themſelves together. Do not for- 
fake the ſolemn Aſſemblies; remember 
what Thomas loſt by being abſent when 
Chriſt came O come to the poſts of 
| Wyldom' $ 
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Wiſdom's Doors, and with empty pit- 
chers ſet yourſelves under the ſpouts 
of the Sanctuary. Tis upon theſe wa- 
ters the Angel moves, and Souls are 
healed. This is the School where all 
God's children are taught of God, 
and inſtructed unto the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

3. By improving the preſent means of 
race, for. your ſpeedy growth in Grace, 
that ſo the grain of Muſtard-ſeed might 
become a great Tree, Mat. xili. 52. 
The Chriſtians courſe is compared to a 
Racc, a Walk, to the Morning light, 
1 Cor. ix. 24. Rom: viii. 1. and there- 
fore you mult go on, and be progreſſive 
' whilit you live. Believers ſhould be 
as greedy of Grace, as the men of the 
World are of gain; becauſe one grain 
of Grace, is more worth than a houſe 
full of Gold: yea, better than Rubies. 
You are compared to ſtars, to fruitful 
Trees, planted by the rivers of water, 
and you ſhould- gliſter and ſhine in this 
dark night of Helliſh prophaneneſs, and 


live down, and convince this accuſing 


debauched Generation. The Trees ef 
the Lord ſhould be full of ſap, P/al. civ. 
16. being grafted into the true. Olive, 
and under the ſweet dews of Heaven, 

B 3 ©, you 
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you ſhould flouriſh in the Courts of the 
Lord, and bring forth fruit in old age, 
Eſal. xcii. 12, 13, 14. Chriſtians, keep 
your Lamps burning, and hold on your 
way, that the David of Grace may wax 
ſtronger and ſtronger. Make no ſtop, 
but ftrain to get and keep before, that 
ou mav win the prize. Growth in Grace 
is required of the higheſt Giant, as well 
as of the loweft Dwarf in Grace, They 

ſay of the Crocodile, he groweth as lon 
as he liveth; and when he ceaſeth to 
grow, he ceaſeth to live. How many 
Poor creeping Chriſtians are there, who 
can hardly keep life and ſoul rogether, 
being like the» door upon the hinges, 
Prov. xxvi. 14. and why, but becauſe 
they are come to a pitch, and paſt 
growth, as ſoon as ſprung up above 
ground, If there be the truth of Grace, 
there will be an endeayour after the 
ſtrength of Grace; where is life, there is 
growth, 2. Pet. 11. 2. The path of the juſt 
ts as the ſhining Light, that ſhineth more 
and more unto the perfect day, Prov. iv. 
18, Sirs, up and be doing, preſs tow- 
ard the mark. Add to your Faith, Virtue ; 
to Virtue, Knowledge ; to Knowledge, Tem- 
perance; to Temperance, Patience; to Pa- 
tience, Godlineſs ; that ye be neither barren 
E | nor 
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4 : 
nor unfruitful in the Knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Be ye therefore 
ſteadfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord. And if you do theſe 
things, you ſhall never fall, L Cor. xv. 
ver. laſt. 2 Pet. i. 6, 6, 7. 8. 

4. By doing all the good we can to others, 
while we have opportunity. As we have 
therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men. Hereby we imitate that 

character of Divine Goodneſs, P/al. cxix. 
68. Thou art good, and doſt good. Let 
every one pleaſe his neighbour for his good 
to edification, Rom. xv. 10. Theſe four 
ways we mult do good to others. 

Firſt, this muſt be done, eſpecially in 
your Families, to them that are more 
immediately under your charge, and for 
whom you mult ſhortly give an account 
to the dreadful Judge of quick and dead. 
If Chriſt be come to thy heart, let Re- 
ligion be ſet up in thy houſe without de- 
lay. If thou art really gracious, be re- 
latively good, E the profit of many, 
that they may be ſaved, 1 Cor. x. 33. 


Sirs, if you would not be guilty of ſoul- 
blood, ſoul- murder, reſolve to ſet up the 
Worſhip of God in your Families, and 
let Family work ſtoop to Family Wor- 

W Endeavour to teach thy Children 
| B 4 and 
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ou ſhould flouriſh in the Courts of the 
Lord, and bring forth fruit in old age, 
Eſal. xcii. 12, 13, 14. Chriſtians, keep 
your Lamps burning, and hold on your 
way, that the David of Grace may wax 
| ſtronger and ſtronger. Make no ſtop, 
but ftrain to get and keep before, that 
ou may win the prize. Growth in Grace 

is required of the higheſt Giant, as well 
as of the loweft Dwarf in Grace. They 
ſay-of the Crocodile, he groweth as long 
as he liveth; and when he ceaſeth to 
grow, he ceaſeth to live. How many 
poor creeping Chriſtians are there, who 
can hardly keep life and ſoul rogether, 
being like the» door upon the hinges, 
Prov. xxv1i. 14. and why, but becauſe 
they are come to a pitch, and paſt 
growth, as ſoon as ſprung up above 
ground. If there be the truth of Grace, 
there will be an endeayour after the 
ſtrength of Grace; where is life, there is 
growth, 2. Pet. ii. 2. The path of the juſt 
ts as the ſhining Light, that ſhineth more 
and more unto the perfect day, Prov. iv. 
18, Sirs, up and be doing, preſs tow- 
ard the mark. Add to your Faith, Virtue ; 
to Virtue, Knowledge ; to Knowledge, Tem- 
perance; to Temperance, Patience; to Pa- 
| tience, Godlineſs ; that ye be neither barren. 
$ | nor 
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nor unfruitful in the Knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Be ye therefore 
' teadfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord. And if you do theſe 
things, you ſhall never fall, 1 Cor. xv. 
ver. laſt. 2 Pet. i. 3, 0,7, . 

4. By doing all the good we can to others, 
while we have opportunity, As we have 
therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men. Hereby we imitate that 
character of Divine Goodneſs, P/al. cxix. 


68. Thou art good, and doſt good. Let 


every one pleaſe his neighbour for his good 
to edification, Rom. xv. 10. Theſe four 
ways we mult do good to others. 

Firſt, this muſt be done, eſpecially in 
your Families, to them that are more 
immediately under your charge, and for 
whom you mult ſhortly give an account 
to the dreadful Judge of quick and dead. 
If Chriſt be come to thy heart, let Re- 
ligion be ſet up in thy houſe without de- 
lay. If thou art really gracious, be re- 
latively good, Feng the profit of many, 
that they may be ſaved, 1 Cor. x. 33 
Sirs, if you would not be guilty of ſoul- 
bload, ſoul-murder, reſolve to ſet up the 
Worſhip of God in your Families, and 
let Family work ſtoop to Family Wor-- 
ſhip. Endeavour to teach thy Children 
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and Servants to know, obey, and ſerve 
the Lord, who is a rewarder of them 
that ditigently ſeek him. If you are 
the Children of faithful Abraham, do as 
he did, and walk in his path, Jobn viii. 
39. The holy heart-ſearching God wit- 
neſſeth of Abraham, Gen. xvili. 19. 1 
know him, that he will command his Chit- 
dren, and his houſhold after him, and they 
ſhall keep the way of the Lord. Tis a 
great truſt to have the charge and truſt 
of ſouls; therefore let not your, Chil- 
dren and- Servants live as they liſt, but 
command them out of the way of. ſin, 
which will certainly bring them to Hell. 
O that Parents and Maſters of Families 
none. take up holy Joſbua's reſolution, 
Foſh. xxiv. 15. As for me and my houſe, we 
el ſerve the Lord. But, on the contrary, 
many ſeem, as it were, to have baniſhed. 
God and the Practiſe of Piety out of 
their Houſes ; as if Parents and Chil- 
dren, Maſters and Servants, were reſol- 
ved to ſerve the Devil, and to go to 
Hell, John viii. 44. The neglect of Fa- 
mily duties is a dreadful and provoking 
ſin, and that (as a Godly. Miniſter ſaid) 
which will untile the houſe, and cauſeth 
God to rain curſes upon the Table. Read 
and tremble at the Prophet's impreca- 
tion, 


938 
tion, Jer. x. 25. Pour out thy fury upon 
the Heathen, that know thee not; and upon 
the Families that call not on thy Name. 
How many prayerleſs Huſbands do give 
occaſion to their Wives to ſay to them, 
as Zipporah to her Huſband, Exod. iv. 25. 
A bloody Huſband art thou to me. Your 
Wives, Children, Servants,, will ſadly 
bewail it, and cry out living or dying: 
Oh that ever we were married to ſuch 
Huſbands,. born of ſuch Parents, bound 
to ſuch Maſters, that had no regard to 
ſerve God or care of ſouls! If you are 
Chriſtians indeed, let a DR courſe 
of reading the Word, Catechiſing, and 
Prayer, Fe kept up in your houſes; for 
when death hath ſeparated. you and your 
Relations, 1t will grieve you to the heart, 
that you did no more to further the good. 
of their precious Souls, As x. 2, 30. 

2. By taking all occaſions, where ever 
you are, or come, to further the conver-. 
ſion of periſhing ſinners. If you have: 
taſted that the Lord is gracious, and are- 

taken out of the Iron ute as Fire- 
brands out of the burning, where, where 
is your pity and. bowels to ſouls in peril ? 
Can you be contented to be happy, Jude 
xxii. and to go to Heaven, alone, and 
not. endeavour by your Prayers, c Buniels, . 
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and examples, to perſuade and draw 0- | 
thers into Heaven's way ? wicked men 
are active for the Devil, who, like Snails, 
leave their ſlime behind them, wherever 
they come; andare emptying the poiſon 
of ſin one into the other, and ſo further- 
ing their damnation, What multitudes 
do you ſee weltering in their blood, and 
making poſt-haſte to Hell, whoſe deſpe- 
rate and deplorable caſe ſhould excite 
your compaſſion, and cauſe you to ſpeak 
a word in ſeaſon for their Salvation. Your 
dear Lord, whom you ſhould imitate, 
went about doing good, Ads x. 38. He im- 
proved his opportunity, (Jobs iv.) to 
convert a notorious ſinner; though wea 
and thirſty, was not careful of haſting the 
meat, becauſe he preferred the opportu- 
nity to bring her Soul out of Satan's 
fnare, and to ſave her. When at your 
2 or buying, or ſelling, or travel- 
ing, opportunity may be taken to ſpeak 
of « God, and he ry of God, 20 to 
leave ſome conviction upon the company. 
Thus Philip falling in with the Eunuch 
whilſt he was riding on his way home- 
wards from Jeruſalem, cloſed with him, 
and was an inſtrument to ſave the ſoul of 
him he never ſaw before, As viii. And 
by the Heavenly Diſcourſe that 1 
e ee | rom 
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from the mouth of Mr. Carter, Paſtor of 
Brainford in Suffolk, a Gentlewoman was 
converted while ſhe was waiting on him 
in his Chamber, warming his Bed. A 
word ſpoken in ſeaſon, through God's 
| blefling, may fave a ſoul; and it is our 
duty to endeavour it. Mr. Ignatius Jordan 
of Exeter, was exceeding inſtrumental this 
way ; who would go from houſe to houſe 
to put his Neighbours in mind of their 
ſouls concerns. Holy David was not a- 
fraid or aſhamed to ſpeak of God before 
Kings, and to tell what God had done for 
his foul: and, ſaid he, I will teach tranſ- 
greſſors thy ways, and finners ſhall be con- 
verted unto thee, Pſal. li. 13. for, be that 
converteth a ſinner from the error of his way 
ſhall - ſave a ſoul from death, James v. 20. 
When at any time your Neighbours are 
ſick, and under the hand of God, take 
that opportunity to viſit them, to put 
them in mind of death and judgment, and 
to make them ſenſible of the neceſſity of 
Faith and Repentance, without which 
there can be no hopes of Heaven. Our 
Proverb is to ſtrike. while the Iron is bot. 
Upon a bed of languiſhing, when death 
looks men in the face, they ſeem ſerious 
and fit to receive the impreſſion of faith- 
ful counſel for their ſouls, To which join 
a 2 ſerious 
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ſerious prayer; for, the prayer of faith 
(faith the Apoſtle) hall 2 the 2 and 
it may ſave the ſoul. 

3. By provoking and encouraging our 
fellow brethren in the way of Heaven. 
We muſt exbort one another daily, while it 
is called to day, Heb. iii. 13. And provoke 
one another unto love, and to good works; and 
ſo much the more, as we ſee the day approach- 
ing, Heb. x. 24, 25. Wicked men, and 
the children of the Devil, have their go 
with us; and do ſtir up one another in 
the way to Hell; and ſhall not Saints e- 
dify and build up one another in their moſt 
holy Faith, Rom. xiv. 19. xv. 2. 1 John 
v. 11. Eph. iv. 29. 1 Cor, xiv. 26. Jude 
xx. They that feared the Lord, ſpake often 
one to another, Mal. iii. 16. Chriſtians 
ought and ſhould ſpend that time in ſe- 
rious and profitable diſcourſe, which o- 
thers ſpend and waſte in idle and vain 
diſcourſe. Say with the man after God's 
own heart, Come all you that fear God, and 
IT wwill tell you what he hath done for my Soul. 
That which you have ſeen and heard, you 
muſt declare to one another, 1 John iii. 3. 
Hereby be helping forwards toward Hea- 
ven, and comforting one another by the 
comfort wherewith ourſelves are com- 
forted of God, 2 Cor. i. 4. When thou 
art converted, flrengthen thy Brethren, Luke 
xxii. 32. | . WM 
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We muſt do good to others, by 
diſtributing to their outward wants and 


neceſſities, and hereby lay up a treaſure in 


Heaven, before our treaſure in earth fail, 
and we loſe both, Mat. xix. 21. This is 
to honour the Lord with your ſubſtance, 
Prov. iii. 9. This is to make friends with 
the unrighteous Mammon, and to provide 
yourſelyes bags which wax not old, a trea- 
ſure in the Heavens that faileth not, Luke 
X11. 33- This duty mult not be forgotten 
(Heb. xiii. 16.) becauſe tis a ſowing of 
ſeed, 2 Cor. ix. 6. and it will ſpring, and 
bring forth a Crop or Harveſt in this or 
the other World,  Eccle/. xi. 1, 6. God 
will not forget it, Heb vi. 10. The Lord 
12 will certainly reward it, Mat. xxv. 

A Mell done, from Chriſt hereafter, 
will compenſate all the ſervice of well- 
doers here, Mat. xxv. 31. 

5. By labouring to keep up conſtant com- 
munion with God in all holy duties. Chriſ- 
tians, you may loſe time in the very ſer- 
vice ol God, if you are not careful therein 
| to converſe with him. Take heed of a 
light ſpirit in ſerious performances. God 
looks upon the heart, and moſt chere. 
Some ſerious preparation is neceſſary, be- 
fore you approach the preſence of the 

1 and Holy God. Teſeph ſhaved ME 
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ſelf, before he would come into Pharoah's 
preſence. Let your Heaven-born ſouls 
in every duty, with the love-ſick Spouſe, 
go out to meet your Lord; and take yp 
with nothing elſe. Tis not the picture 
of the Huſband, but the preſence of the 
Huſband, that can ſatiate the truly loving 
longing Spouſe, It is a bleſſed fight to 
ſee ſouls working towards God, gaſping 
and panting after the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
P/al. xlii. 1, 2. O labour for ſuch a frame 
of heart, and bewail a narrow and con- 
tracted ſpirit. Do not perform duties for 
duties ſake, ſo as to make duties the end 
of duties; but as the medium, by which 
thy Soul may draw nigh to God, and 
meet with him. The countenance and 
N preſence of God in a duty, is the very ſub- 
| urbs of glory, yea, the very gate of Hea-. 
| ven, Gen. xxvili. 17. Let this be in thy. 
! thoughts, and the very purpoſe of thy 
If heart, and expect it vehemently in every 
acceſs to God. Let thy foul follow hard 
after God, and ſay, one thing bave I de- 
fired of the Lord, that will I ſeek after, 
that I may dwell in the houſe of the Lord 
all the days of my life, Pal. xxvii. 4. Pſal. 
- Ixxxiv. 2. Duties are only the outward 
Court, only the form, ſhell, and carcaſs 
of Religion; as pipes without water, 
breaſts 
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breaſts without milk; as ſails without 
wind, or as a body without a ſoul, that 
hath no life. The increaſe of your Grace 
and Holineſs depends upon your ac- 
quaintance and communion with the 
God of Grace. It was Moſes his being 
in the Mount, that made his face to 
ſhine; and the King's being at the Ta- 
ble, that cauſed the Churches Spikenard 
to ſend forth the ſmell thereof, Cant. i. 12. 
The prefence of the glorious God on a 
Sabbath, the preſence of God in Prayer, 
or at a Sacrament, will be unto thy ſoul 
as marrow and fatneſs, and that which 
will make thy hands to drop with Myrrhe, 
and thy fingers with ſweet ſmelling 
Myrrhe. Thus it was with the Spouſe, 
when her beloved put in his hand by the 

hole of the door, Cont. v. 4, 5. | 

6. By improving every Providence, ev 
Comfort, every Croſs for God's Glory and 
our. own Spiritual advantage. God doth 
nothing in vain; for he hath a peculiar 
reſpe& unto the good of his people in 
all his diſpenſations : he doth time, mea- 
fure, and order every dark and afflicting 
providence for his Church's advantage, 
Jer. XXIV, 5. Rom. vill. 24. Heb. xii. 10, 
11, God's chaſtning and teaching com- 
monly go together; therefore it is, " 
| mu 
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muſt bear the Rod, and who hath appointed 
it, Mich. vi. 9. The Rod hath a Voice ; 
beaſts may feel the Rod, but the Believer 
hears the Rod. God's Rod ſhould make 
us like Aaron's Rod, bud, bloſſom, and 
to bring forth the peaceable fruits of 
righteouſneſs, Heb. xii. 11. Now if you 
would be bettered by affliction, endea- 
vour to do three things. 

1. To underſtand the meaning or mind 
of God in them, for what ſins committed, 
or duties neglected they are ſent : AMic- 
tions are God's meſſengers, and we ſhould 
never be quiet till we know their errand, 
Job x. 2. | 
2. See the hand of God in all thoſe 
Afflictions. So did David, Pſal. xxxix. 
10. And holy 70, i. 21. Ha. vi. I. 

3. Labour to anſwer the end of God 
in your ſtraits. and troubles, that you 
might be made more humble, more ho- 
ly, more heavenly than before ; that we 
may fay, and find, that it hath been good 
for us to be afflicted. We have as much 
reaſun to ſeek unto God for a bleſſing 
upon our daily Rod, as upon our daily 
Bread. | 

7. Time muſt be . by caſting up 
your accounts every day, and ſo to make even. 
with God, and not get further into his _— 

This 
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This will be the way to get an acquit- 
tance, to procure a pardon, before you 
are called and forced to an account. Se- 
cret duties, if well done, are the ſweet- 
eſt duties; and yet ſadly neglected by 
Saints themſelves. You ſhould retire e- 
very night, and ſpend a little time in 
ſelf- examination; and when you fit alone, 
commune with your hearts, and call over 
the paſſages and actions of the day paſt. 
We read, Gen. xxiv. 63. that Iſaac went 
out in the evening-tide to meditate ; a a 
precious duty, but rarely practiſed. Chri- 
ſtians ſhould ſpend void ſpaces of Time 
in ejaculatory Prayer, and holy Medita- 
tion. And O how hard it is to aſcend 
this mount of heavenly meditation! Tis 
very eaſy and delightſome to think of the 
World, the pleafures of Sin, Friends, 
Riches, Worley buſineſs; but to me- 
ditate on God, Heaven, Eternity, the in- 
_ ſufficiency: and vanity of the creature, the 
bitterneſs of fin, the certainty of death 
and judgment, (the very inwards of Re- 
ligion) 1s very difficult. Before you lie 
down upon your Beds at night, call your- 
ſelves to an account by ſuch queſtions 

as theſe : 
1. I have lived many years in the 
World; what have I been doing all my 
days: 2 
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days? Have I anſwered the end of my 


Being? 


2. Have I had a holy awe of God in 
the midſt of my worldly buſineſs this 
day? What thoughts of Death and Judg- 
ment have I had? Where hath my heart 
been? 

3. How have I performed duties this 
day? What have been the ſins of this 
day, the mercies of this day, that I may 
beg the pardon of the one, and bleſs 
God for the other ? 

4. What aſſiſtance and communion 
with God, have I had this day in the du- 
ties of his Worſhip ? Have not God and 


my foul been ftrangers this day, and 


many days together: I 

5. What have I done or ſpoken * 
God and his glory this day, in my Fa- 
mily, or elſewhere? have I demeaned 
myſelf like 2 child of God this day? This 
is A make Religion our Buſineſs, or to 
walk in the fear of the Lord all the day, 
6. Improve your time by endeavouring to 


order ever y day's work with reference to your 


laſt day. The end of every duty, and the 
great reaſon of redeeming time lies here, 
namely, that we may be fit to die, and 
ſtand before God. Therefore muſt we 
glorify the infinite N God, and * 

im 
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him our friend. Hence it is that we muſt 
ſecure our ſouls and ſpeedily get into Je- 
ſus Chriſt and grow in grace, do good to 
others, call ourſelves to an account, and 
clear our title unto Heaven, that all our 
work may be done up while 1t 1s day, 
and none left to do, let Death call when 
it will. 

The Reaſons why our precious Time 
mult be redeemed, are, 

1. Becauſe the days are evil. 

2. Becauſe it is a conſiderable part of 
our Chriſtian Wiſdom. 

Reaſon 1. Becauſe the days are evil. 
This 1s the Apoſtle's Argument to en- 
force the duty. Precious Time, and evil 
days run parallel; therefore no part of a 
little time muſt be loſt. I ſhall inſtance 
in a few particulars, to make it appear. 

1. The Tares of falſe Dofrine, or Dia- 
bolical, Blajphemous, Damnable Opinions, do 
abeund. How do the Devil's Agents en- 
deavour to raze and undermine the very 
foundations and principles of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith? Thoſe old and damnable 
Hereſies that have been condemned, and 
expunged out of the Church of God, are 
greedily embraced and ſwallowed down 
by more than a few, 2 Tim ili. 1. and 
IV. 3. Pet. 1. 1 2. Ze therefore, Beloved, 
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ſeeing you know theſe before, beware eſt ye 
alſo, being led away with the error of the 
wicked, fall from your ſtedfaſtneſs, 2 Pet. 
111. 17. 2 Tim. i. 13. 

2. Mens flagitious lives, and moſt prodi- 
gious ſins, make. the days ſtill evil. hat 
execrable abominations are there com- 
mitted, upon the ſtage of this evil world ! 
Iniquity abounds, wickedneſs is 1n credit, 
and Religion under diſgrace. Many hate 
the power of Godlineſs, but are not a- 
ſhamed to wear the Devil's Livery. May 
we not complain with the Prophet, and 
ſay as, Heſ. iv. 12. There is no truth, nor 
mercy, nor knowledge of. God in the Land. 
By fewearing, and tying, and killing, and 
ſtealing, and committing Adultery, they break 
out, and blood touchei blond; therefore ſhall 
the Land mourn. And as Ia. xii. 15. For 
our tranſgreſſions are. multiplied before thee, 
and our fins teſtify againſt us; and truth 
faileth, and he that departeth from iniquity, 
maketh himſelf a prey. And Amos v. 10, 
12, 15. They hate him that rebuketh in the 
gale, it is an evil time. | Fe 
4. Many are back-ſliden and Apoſta- 
tiſe. How are the mighty fallen! the 
Falling-ſickneſs hath been an epidemical 
Diſeaſe, Mat. xxiv. 12. Becauſe iniquity 
ſhall abound, aud the love of many ſhall wax 
cold, Jer. ii. 2. 2 Tim. 1. 15. Rev. ii. 4. 

| 4. Doth 
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4. Doth not God frown, and threaten 
to remove the Candleſtick, and leave us 
in darkneſs ? Rev, ii. 5. Amos viii. 9, II, 

5. How is the Family of God, and 
Friends of Chriſt, divided and ſub-divi- 
ded one from another ? Moab and Ammon, 
Herod and Pilate, can unite againſt Chriſt | 
and his Intereſt, when Chriſt's little flock 
are at a diſtance one unto the other, 1 Cor. 
iii. 3, 4. And when it thus comes to 
paſs, the days are evil, and our time had 
need be redeemed. 

Reaſon 2. Redeeming the time, will rene 
der us truly wiſe, See that you walk circum- 
Jpefily, not as fools, but as wiſe, 1 7 + 
the time, Eph. V. 1 F; Eccleſ. vi. 5. The 
wiſe man's heart (faith Solomon) Ales 
eth both Time and Judgment. To work 
while it is day, and to do a great deal of 
work in a little time, commendeth the 
wiſdom of the Agent. Whatever Learn- 
ing, Parts, Endowments men have, they 
are not wiſe, unleſs they redeem the time. 
The men of Hachar were of great account 
with David, becauſe they had underſtand- 
ing of Times, to know what {/rael ought 
to do, i Chron, x11. 32. The wiſe God, in 
whoſe hands is our time, taxes the Jews 
for fools, not obſerving the time, Jer. viii. 
7, 8. and ſo doth our LordJeſus the Pha- 
riſees, 


13888 


riſces, Mat. xvi. 2, 3. Therefore redeem- 
ing of time is called a walking in wiſdom, 
as the Apoſtleexpreſſeth it, Col. iv. 5. 


The APPLICATION. 


Uſ 1. Irſt, if time muſt be redeem- 
ed, we may infer, that ſure 
then there is anEternity. Let all the waſters 
of time count upon it. It is as certain as 
any thing in this World, that there is 
- another World. You may venture your 
Lives, your Souls, and all, upon the truth 
of it. Why ſhould the bleſſed Apoſtle 
Paul preſs Believers ſo ſtrictly to redeem 
Time, but in order to their everlaſting 
welfare? Afſure thyſelf of it, and believe 
it as firmly as if both eternities did now 
Preſent themſelves to thy bodily eyes, and 
thou didſt ſee the Devils and Reprobates 
in their chains of darkneſs, and hear them 
cry and roar in thoſe eternal flames: and 
alſo ſee Arabam, 1/aac, and Jacob, and all 
the Saints departed, upon the Throne, 
ſinging the Song of Maſes, and the Lamb. 
| This is that which 1s either believed or 
0 feared by the beſt and worſt of men; O 
| that. it might have a deep and laſting 
1M W upon all your hearts ? 
| . The opportunity of time is à very pre- 
3 ie priviledge. To have a gale of oppor- 
| 


tunity 
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tunity to convey us to glory, or the white 
flag upon the wall, inviting us unto our 
work, to ſue out our pardon before tis 
too late. Time is a rich invaluable Trea- 
ſure, and yet a tranſient + p,,qum «, 
Treaſure : *Time (God's quod vivimu & 
Poſt) runs apace; yea, Puncte minus. 
flies as it were upon Eagles wings, and 
will be gone. Time is compared to Gol- 
den Sands running between two eterni- 
ties, and 'tis an infinite mercy they are 
ſtill running, that you have a day to work 
out your ſalvation, to agree with the ad- 
verſary while he is in the way, viz, to. 
make up the breach between God and 
your ſoul, Rev. 11. 21. The continuance 
of time is very uncertain, The time is ſhort, 
1 Cor. vii. 29. The whole is but a ſpan, 
a very little ſpace. Tis but a few days 
more, and then thy laſt day; a few hours 
more, and then thy departing hour; a 
few breathings more, and then thy laſt 
breath. | 

3. Time, as precious as it is, and which 
ſhould be redeemed at any rate, is often let 
ip. What ſhall we do o ans nd Mie. 
paſs away the time ? is poris habemos, ſed 
common in ſome men's multum perdimus. 
mouths; it's a commo- Sen. 
dity that lies upon their hands; they 

| | Wig know 
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know not what to do with it. How pro- 
fuſe and prodigal are moſt of this great 
treaſure, who make no improvement of 
it ? How often hath opportunity come to 
us, and waited on us, but very few are 
found to lay hold upon it? To how many 
Time-waſters may that killing text, Luke 
xix. 41, 42. be applied? And when he 
came near, he beheld the City, and wept ; 
he could not ſpeak it without tears, ſay- 
ing, I thou hadſt known (even thou at 
leaſt) in this thy day, the things which be- 
long unto thy peace, but now they are hid 
from thine eye.. 

4. Spiritual ſloth, whereby we hiſe jo 
much of our precious time, it is a ſore evil, 
and very dangerous. Slothfulneſs ' (Solomon 
faith) caſteth into a deep fleep, Prov. ix. 15, 
The ſlothful man is like the door on the 
hinges, Prov. xxvi. 14. The flothſul is 
brother to the great waſter, Prov. xviii. . 
Therefore be not ſlothful. Rom. xii. 11. 
Heb. vi. 12. We read that Joſhua ſaid to 
the Sun, land ſtil; but God never ſaid 
Erigua pars TO the Soul, | ſtand full; Re- 
eft vilæ, quam ligion requires action, la- 
nos wivmu- bour, diligence, for it doth 
not conſiſt in airy, empty . notions, and 
ſpeculations of the head; but in the ex- 
. ercile of the mind and heart. "TOP 
| mu 
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muſt be exerted; Grace nn Hea- 
ven(that isall u p hill) muſt be ſtrived for, 
and gotten, as 11 were, by force and vic- 
tory. Tis a ſhameful and deformed ſight, 


to ſee a man profeſſing Godlineſs in a 


Lethargy, and not proſecuting his duty. 
Caſt off thy lazy ad dull ſpirit and tem- 
per, leſt thou be found that wicked, ſloth- 
ful, and unprofitable ſervant, who muſt 


be caſt into utter darkneſs, Matth. xxv. . 


26, 30. Let me ſay to you, as the Da- 
nites to their brethren, having ſpied out 
a good land, udges xvili. 9. Are ye ftill ? 


Ariſe, and be not ſlothful to go out and topo iu 


the land. The Heavenly country 1s 


fore you; ariſe, and work, and loſe it 


not for want of labour. Let not ſpiritual 
ſloth, by eating out your time, hinder 
your work, and rob you of your wages, 
Rev. ni, 11. 

5. Hibe beſt of Saints ſhould redeem their 
time, what kave ſinners need to do? You 
that have been ſlumbering and ſleeping 
all your time, and not gone one ſtep in 
the way to Heaven, but many in the way 
to Hell, had need up and be doing, or 
elſe you will be eternally undone. Wbilft 
it is called to-day, if you will bear bis voice, 
harden- nos your hearts. Do not ſpend ſo 


freely of this ſwift and precious ſtream of 


"5 Time 
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Time, every drop of which, hath an in- 
fluence upon Eternity. Knowing the time, 
that now it is high time to awake out of 
ſleep. - The night is far ſpent, the day is at 
band; caſt off therefore the works of dark- 
neſs, and put on the armour of. Light. Let 
us walk honeſtly, as in the day ; not in Riot- 
ing and Drunkenneſs, not in Chambering and 
Wantonneſs, not in Strife and Envy ; but 
put you on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and make 
no proviſion for the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts 
thereof, Rom. xiii. 12, 13, 14. | 
6. If time, and every part and moment of 
it, muſt be improved; this ſerves to con- 
fute thoſe Wat reproach ſerious diligence in 
Duty, as a needleſs thing. If the buſineſs 
of our immortal fouls did not require 
oreat care and diligerice, why doth Paul 
here enjoin us to walk circumſpectly, not 
as fools, but as wiſe | Chriſtians, tis your 
wiſdom, to know your work, and the time 
to do it. There's no trifling about Eter- 
nity; now is the day for the things of 
your peace, let it not be hid from your 
eyes, It will be very ſad, when you are 
paſſing into the other world, to ſee that 
you have all your life-time been ſowing - 
the wind. | 
Uſe 2. Examination. Try whether you 
are redeemers of the time, or not. 
| | | Reflect 
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Reflect upon what I have ſaid, and thy 
Conſcience will tell thee thou haſt ſpent 
moſt of thy time in fin and vanity. How 
fruitful are thy duties? Are thy hours for 
God ? Do Time and Duty go hand in 
hand ? Mayeſt thou not cry out, many a 
time, Diem perdidi ! daily I loſe a day. 
Examine yourſelves, don't ſilence or ſt 
the mouth of Conſcience ; if ſo, it will 
cry aloud another day. 

Let me aſk you theſe few e 

1. Have you ſeriouſly bewailed the loſs 
of time, and begged the pardon of it? 

2. Haye your ſouls ſincerely clos'd 
with Jeſus Chriſt, and freely and fully 
given up and reſigned N to him 
to be his for ever. 

3. Do the great concerns of God's 
glory, and your ſalvation, bear down all 
before them? Canſt thou ſay, though I 
follow my Calling, and take care for 
Family, yet I am moſt ſolicitous about 
my everlaſting condition? whether the 
be pleaſures or profits; T can ſay, Plea- 
ſures of ſin be gone, World ſtand by. 
There is a God to ſerve and honour; I 
have a ſoul muſt be ſanctified and ſaved: 
I have a ſhort time to redeem, I have a 


debt to pay, an account to give, a ſen- > 


tence to receive, an eternity to live. This 
C 2 is 
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it, that for the future you will trade more 


or of doubling their diligence, that they ne- 


for who is not guilty in this kind? Amos 


in ſpending that well, which, when it is 
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is not to be que; J muſt and will 
ſave my ſoul; Hell is moſt intolerable 
and eternal, 

4. Will you now promiſe and ſtand to 


for Eternity, and get better evidences for 
Heaven ? go about the work of Faith and 
Repentance ſpeedily ; leſt Death ſhould 
call, and you not ready, 

Uſe 3. Of Lamentation. That profeſ- 
ſors ſhould be ſo far from redeeming of time, 


gleft their duty. | may cry out with the 
Prophet, Call for the mourning Women; 


v. 16. Sirs, for this ſhould our Souls 
mourn in ſecret places ; the ſerious con- 
ſideration of which, is enough to fetch 
blood from our hearts, and floods of tears 
from our eyes. How little care is taken 


gone, we have no hope it can be reſtored 
to us again, Do not you complain of 
the want of time, ſeeing you waſte time. 
There are many poor frivolous excuſes : 
The Servant will ſay, that he hath a hard, 
-ruel Maſter ; the Wife complains of her 
icked Huſband ; the Child of his un- 
-odly Father ; another, of the poverty of 
ais Family ; he can ſpare no time, Who- 

ever 


* 
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ever pretends, the want of time, let me 


tell thee, thou haſt a carnal, dead, ſinful, 
Nothful heart, the cauſe of all. Haſt thou 
not time for 2 other thing, namely, 
a time for eating, drinking, ſleeping, pot- 
ting, piping, playing, and none for Hea- 
ven ? Can you riſe early, go to bed late, 
and eat the bread of carefulneſs, to get 
the meat that periſheth z and find no 
time for God and your Souls ? will this 
excuſe thee another day, thou careleſs ig- 


norant, deluded Soul? Your Corn, Cat- 


tle, your Sheep, your Swine, your Hawks, 

our Horſes, and Dogs, are cared for, but 
or the better part, there's 'no care at all, 
Wilt thou tell the great & terrible Judge, 
at the laſt day, I would have been ſaved, 
but I had not time? there are many that 
eat their bread by the ſweat of their 
brows, that take time for their ſouls; who 
will be. brought in as witneſſes againſt 
you at the laſt day. Will you ſquander 
away your time, and the days evil, and 
opportunities for your ſouls hardly come 
at? O conſider, it's high time to awake 
out of ſleep, * 


Exhortation to redeem Time. 
Uſe 4. You have heard what it is to 


redeem Time, and how Time muſt be 
- , C 3 = : re- g 
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redeemed. Now let all reſolve, without de- 
lay, to put this ſo neceſſary a duty in practice. 
Let young ones reſolve upon it, and the 
middle · aged with the hoary-heads. Ten- 
der unto thy God the cream and flower 
of thy Age and Time, and think it not 
too ſoon. In things of far leſs moment, 
you are for haſte and ſpeed. If you were 
ſtarving for want of Bread, you would 
think every hour long, 'till you had a 
ſupply. If your bodies were tortured and 
tormented with pain and ſickneſs, would 
you think that eaſe. and health might 
come too ſoon ? If a man were in the Sea 
near ſinking, can a Boat come too ſoon ? 
Or can a condemn'd malefactor have his 
pardon too ſoon ? haſt thou lived without 
God, and Satan's flave, and in danger of 
dronping into Hell, gfteen of twenty 
years; and canſt thou get into Chriſt to 
ſecure thy immortal ſoul too ſoon? Haſt 
thou not been the Devil's too long ak 
ready? ſuppoſe thou hadſt died in thy 
Chriſtleſs ſtate, where had thy ſoul been? 
Is it not better to be the Lord's Servant, 
than Satan's ſlave? Aſk the godly man 
that hath made trial, and he will tell thee. 
The ſooner thou art in a ſtate of Grace, 
the fitter thou wilt be for Glory. Make 
ſpeed in thy work, do thy ſpiritual . 
ME nels; 
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neſs ; thy. wages is ſure, and thou ſhalt 
be bleſſed, Conſider, there was hever any 
one repented (living or dying) that they 
were the Lord's, and converted bètimes. 
And for you that have,paſt the time of 
youth, in the ſatisfy ing youthful luſts, and 
liv'd, it may be thirty, forty or fifty years 
in a courſe of ſin and vanity ; is it not 
more than time for you, to bethink your- 
ſelyes ? In ſo many years you have made 
ſad work; who can tell how often you 
have offended, that have af 
Swearers, Drunkards, Lyars, Sabbath- 
breakers, ſo long? If you were certain of 
living ſo many years to come, yet the De- 
vil, the World, and your Helliſh Luſts, 
have had half your time. O let the time 
paſt ſuſſice; know, your times are in 
God's hands, P/al. xxxi. 18g. ſo that you 
are not certain of a day to come: there- 
fore begin and make ſpeed in your work. 

And for the greyr headed, againſt whom 
Death hath raiſed his batteries, you can 
have but a few ſands in your glaſs, your 
departing hour cannot be far, your candle 
is within the ſocket, and it may be is come 
to a ſtinking ſnuff. Do you not ſee the 
Keepers of the old rotten houſe begin to 
tremble, and the ſtrong men bow them- 
ſelves ? Expect the next blaſt the houſe to 

| rr fall. 
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fall. If you that are leaning on your 
ſtaves, and looking through your ſpecta- 
cles, being ready to enter upon Eternity, 
don't mind your work immediately, woe, 
woe be unto you for ever. If God ſhould 
work a ſpiritual miracle, in converting 
and pardoning an old grey-headed ſinner, 
that hath been 1dle'till the eleventh hour, 
Matt. xx. 6. would it not be matter of a- 
mazement, and wonder, to men and An- 
els ? for the Devil to be caſt out of poſ- 
Fon after he hath been an Inhabitant 
© threeſcore years and more, for ſuch a 
one to be born again, would be ſtrange in- 
deed. I have heard of an old man, who 
being really converted, not long before 
| his death, cauſed this to be written upon 
his Tomb; Here lietb a very aged man of 
THREE YEARS OLD. He reckoned 
all his time and life before as loſt, and 
worth nothing. 

Now that you that have put off God, 
and hazarded your fouls ſo long already, 
might loſe no more time, conſider theſe 
Motives. | 

1. The preſent time is God's time, and 

muſt be yours. © 

2. God, the Righteous Judge, will reckon 

with you for your time, 1 
3. You have ſolemnly promiſed to redeem it. 
| 4. Men 
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4. Men take and improve * fer 
other things. 
. Satan, your deadly enemy, is always 
buſy, and will loſe no time. 

6. Saving grace is an attive and fpring- 
5 Principle. 


. Time once had, and loſt, cannot be re- 
called. 
8. Conſ. How they prize Ti ime, that have 
loft it. 
9. God hath joined Ti ime and Duty toge- 
.. 
10. On this moment of Time Evernity de- 
ends. 
ative 1. Conſider, The prefent time is 
God's, and it muſt be yours. Don't you” 
hear the Holy Ghoſt ſay, I is now high 
time to ſeek the Lord; and calling to you, 
come away, make ſpeed ? Hol. x. 12, Delays 
and Lazineſs, are the two great Gulphs, 
in which a multitude of Souls are drown- 
ed, and periſh. How many are now in 
Hell, that purpoſed and promiſed to turn 
to God (as you do) hereafter? O fear and 
tremble, leſt it ſhould be your caſe, To 
enforce this, take theſe few hints. 
1. The preſent time hath moſt Pre- 
cepts ; 5 God's commands, like War- 
rants in the Kin 1 s name, mult be obey'd 
on ſight thereo on ſay, Muft is for the 


King : 
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King: If thou art young, read Eccleſ. xii. 1. 
Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth. Today if you will hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts. Pſal. xcv. 7. Firſt 
feek the Kingdom of God, Mat. vi. 33. You 
muſt not ſtay long, Hoſ. xiii. 13. Bleſs God, 
and wonder the golden thread of preci- 
ous time is ſpinned out ſo long. 

2. It hath moſt promiſes, and they are 
great and precious; I will receive you, ſaith 
the Lord. They that ſeek me early ſhall find 
me. The preſent time is an accepted 
time, in which God may be found, P/al. 
xxii. 6. Now God calls, Heb. 111. 7. and 

u may come and welcome, 7ohn vi. 37. 
And itwill be matterof unſpeakable com- 
fort to a man dying, and looking into E- 
ternity, to know he hath done the work 
for which he had his life and time. 

3. You have the beſt examples. And 
tis your duty to imitate and follow them 
who ate gone to Heaven before. Your 
dear Lord would loſe no time; I muſt do 
the work of bim that ſent me, while it is day. 
When faithful Abraham was to offer his 
ſon Iſaac, he made haſte, Gen. xxii. 3. he 
roſe up early in the morning. Mary Mag- 
dalen came early in the morning to en- 
quire after, and to ſee the Lord Jeſus, 
whom her ſoul lov'd, Mark xvi. 2. 

| Motive 
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Motive 2. God the righteous Judge will 
reckon with you for your time. Not only for 
your health, wealth, ſtrength, parts, gra- 
ces, memories, but for every minute of 
your time. If at the day of Judgment we 
muſt give an account for every idle word, 
much more for ſqqgreat a talent, ſo rich 
a treaſure as Time. A Heathen could 
ſay, that every wiſe man muſt tam otii 
44am negotii rationem reddere, give an ac- 
count of his buſineſs, and of ' his idle- 
neſs. Lou may, like fools, waſte your 
time, neglect your duty, and ſtandout a- 
gainſt the call of God; but it will coſt 
you dear; 'Feeleſ. x1. 9. Rejoice, O young 
man in thy youth, and let thy beart chear 


thee in the days of thy youth , and walk in 


the ways of thine heart, and in the fight of 
thine eyes : hut know thou, that for all theſe 
things God, will bring thee unto judgment, 


The great Landlord of your time is at 


great expence to continue it. Thoſe, Ju- 
minaries of Heaven, over your heads; and 
principally, the Prince of all the Lights 
of Heaven, the Sun, that glorious and 
mighty Giant, the Prince and. Crown of 
all Corporal Creatures, do tire, and waſte 
(as it were) their Cceleftial vigour, to 
beget and give time. Time is ſo rich a 


Jewel, that God would have no man va- , 
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lue it to another. If one man had hurt 
another, he was to pay both for his cure, 
and loſs of time, Exod. xx 1. 18, 19. So 
muſt you, at the great day of account, 
for all your Time, for every Sermon you 
have heard, for every Sabbath and Sacra- 
ment you have had all Vour days. 

Motive 3. You bave all promiſed to re- 
deem your Time. The vows of Jebovab are 
upon you. Say with David, I will pay my 
Votos. If the godly man will perform his 
promiſe to his hurt, Pfal. xv. 4. much 
more ſhould you for your profit. Take 
the Counſel of the wiſe man, Eccleſ. v. 
4, 5. When thou voweſt a vow unto God, 
defer not to pay it. Pay that which thou haſt 
vowed : better it is that thou ſhouldſi not 
vow, than to veto and not pay. How often 
you have engag'd yourſelves to leave 
your known ſins, and to live ſoberly, and 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
world, let Canſcience witneſs. If you that 
have reſolved to read, pray, ſanctify the 
Sabbath, &c. ſhould ſtill waſte and trifle 
away the time, it will not only be a breach 
of promiſe, but a ſin againſt Light, for 
which thy heart will reproach thee; and if 
thine heart condemn thee, God is greater than 
thine heart, and knoweth all things, 1 Jobn 
111, 20, Remember the promiſes -_ 
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8 
didſt make at ſuch a Sacrament, or when 
ſtruck at the heart by ſuch and ſuch a 
Sermon; or when death was in thy fami- 
ly, or thyſelf near unto it; and defer not 
to perform thy Covenant: God, who is 
a Godof Truth, will not be mocked; and 
that you ſhall know ere it be long. Fep- 
tha would perform his vow to God; 1 
have, ſaid he, ye my mouth unto the Lord, 
cannot go back, Judg. xi. 34, 35. Herod 
for his oath ſake, murdered John the Bap- 
tiſt, Mat. xiv. , 10. How many times haſt 
thou engaged to dedicate and devote thy 
ſelf to God and his ſervice? Therefore ſay, 
Lord, for my promiſe ſake / will ſacrifice my- 
ſelf, and become thine, redeeming my time, for 
thy glory, and mine own ſalvation. ; 
Motive 4. Conf. Men take and improve 
opportunities for other things, The fitteſt 
and beſt time 1s taken 55 buying, ſel- 
ling, plowing, ſowing, and gathering in- 
to Barns; and eſpecially in evil and hard 
times. Men will riſe early, run, ride, and 
labour in the very fire, as the Prophet 
ſpeaketh. Redeeming the time, tis a Meta- 
phor taken from Merchants, that will be 
early in the Market, leſt the opportunity 
of buying the beſt Commodities ſhould 
be loſt. The Proverb is, That time and tide 
ſtays for no man; and that we muſt make 7 
| while 
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while the Sun ſbinetb. There is none but a 
ſluggard will ſleep in Harveſt; the dili- 
gent Huſbandman will not loſe a day 
then. Chriſtians, in this great affair of 
your precious, immortal, and never-dying 
ſouls do as men about other things. Mil- 
lers and Mariners, obſerve and improve 
every gale of wind ; yea, the Stork inthe 
Heaven, the Turtle, the Crane, and the 
Swallow, know and obſerve the time of 
their coming, Jer. vill. 7. They that ſay, 
to-day or to-morrow, we will go into ſuch 
a city, and buy, and ſell, and get gain, 
Jam. iv. 12. will, as we ſay, turn every 
ſtone, and loſe no time to buy a. good 
bargain, to make a rich purchaſe ;, And 
* ſhall not we redeem our time, and make 
the beſt of our ſpiritual markets, to make 
proviſion for our ſouls, that are more 
worth than all the world. 4 e 
Motive 5. Satan, that Enemy and grand 
Soul-deluder, is always buſy, He is an ac- 
tive Devil, and he loveth to find us idle. 
Chriſtians, this old Serpent is never more 
at work, than when we are idle: for idle- 
neſs layeth a man open to all his helliſh 
ſnares and temptations; and then if temp- 
tations come, you are out of God's way; 
and if Satan find you on his ground, he 
will be too hard for you. The Apoſtle 
tells 
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tells us he goeth about, and ſtill offers 
temptations for the waſting of our time. 
This roaring Lion hath a large Circuit; 
for ever ſince he was caſt out of Heaven, 
he hath been going to and fro in the earth, 
and walking up and down in it, Job. i. 
7. His grand deſign is to devour, 1 Pet. 
v. 8. This black Prince loves to prey 
upon precious ſouls; the ſoul being that 
ſweet morſel he is ſtill gaping at. This 
adverſary hath his ſeveral walks, he is in 
the ſhop, in the market, in the ſtreet, 
in the chamber, in the cloſet, and every 
where, where fin is; and he is gllo in 
the Congregation among the Aſſemblies 
of the Saints, when they are about ſpi- 
ritual ſervice. When Joſhua, the High- 
prieſt, ſtood before the Lord, Satan was 
ſtanding at his right-hand to reſiſt him, 
Zech. iii. 1. This deadly enemy, was with 
Chrift and his Diſciples at the Paſſover, 
for there he entered into Judas, Fobn xiii. 
26, 27. Therefore, Chriſtians, we have 
need to work and watch too. 

The Devil, that hates you and all man- 
kind, doth beſtir himſelf ;. he goeth forth 
into the broad way of profaneneſs, and 
there he tenders,. and tempts men with 
ſenſual objects; and he entereth into the 
by-path of error, appearing W 
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of Light, and enticeth wanton wits to 
ſuck down the poiſon of his damnable 


doctrine. And when once he hath inject- 


ed his poiſon into the head, how much 
time 1s ſpent in writing and diſputing to 


defend his deluſions ? We read, that it 


was while men ſlept, this enemy (Satan) 
came and ſowed tares among the wheat, 
Mat. x111, 25, 39. He is a working buſy 


Devil, never at leiſure, but is always 


ſpreading his baits, andcaſting his ſnares 
and nets to catch ſouls. Therefore be ye 
ſober, be vigilant; and watch unto prayer, 


and employ this talent of precious Time 


well. Idleneſs is Satan's ſhop, and the 
mother of Miſchief. David was at lei- 
ſure, and on the roof of his houſe; when 
Satan prevailed by that ſad temptation, 
2 Sam. xi. 3. Therefore ſet God always 
before you, keep in his way, and be do- 
ing your duty, that you may be. kept 
from his fiery darts. The flying Bird is 
ſeldom ſhot ; the cautious, diligent, ac- 
tive ſoul, 1s molt ſecure. | 
Motive 6. Time once gone, cannot be re- 
called. 1 ime paſt, is gone forever; Time 


preſent (if we may ſo call it) is going; fu- 


ture Time 1s moſt uncertain, neither Men 


or Angels can hinder, or ſtop it; turn, or 


bring it back again. If opportunities be 
85 not 
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not now taken, they mayinever be had- 
Be good: Huſbands of your time, and 
work now, or you may never work. 
Time's redemption, may be your falva- 
tion ; therefore follow and improve the 
light, before darkneſs overtake you. You 
all know, that yeſterday, or the laſt hour, 
will never come again. If thou hadſt as 
much Treaſure in thy cuſtody or power as 
the whole world is worth, it cannot pur- 
chaſe one minute of time paſt. You that 
are old, may as eaſily call back your 
youth, or become young again, as recover 
any part of this precious time Luke xix. 42. 

Motive 7. The nature of ſaving grace, is 
working and ſpringing up; which turneth 
all the powers and Faculties of the Soul 
Heavenward, Such is the activity and 
vigour of this gracious nature, that it will 
bring a man to a What wilt thou have me 
do? Act ix. 6, Eph. ii. 10, Tis not a 
lazy and languid thing, but full of life and 
power. The ſtate of fin in ſeripture is de- 
{ſcribed by death and darkneſs, which are 
a ceſſation and privation of Life, and 
Light, and Motion; and the- ſtate of 
grace is deſcribed by Life, Eph. ii. which 
is powerful, and moſt vivacious like the 
ſword of the Lord and Gideon, doing great 
things, It is no wonder to ſee men of the 
| | world, 
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warkd; that are born after the fleſh, to be 
dull, luggiſh, and unactive. But you that 
have a divine nature, and a Spirit of life 
and power in your hearts, ſnould be dili- 
gent and laborious, 2 Tim. i. G. Rom. viii. 
2. This living principle of Grace, made 
the Holy Apoſtle, who excited others to 
redeem their time, foto employ his talent; 
the grace of God in him, made him la- 
bour more than they all, 1 Cor. xv. 10. 
The ſtreams of grace that flow into the ſoul 
are called Rivers of Living Waters, John 
vii. 38. and à Well of water ſpringing 7 
unto eternal life, John iv. 14. So that chri 
tians have greater e of doing good 
and of living to God's Therefore 
ſtir up the grace of God t = is in you; caſt 
off ſlothfulneſs, and put on diligence; and 
laying aſide every weight, rejoice (as the 
Sun) to run the race that is ſec before you. 
Motive 8. Conſider, How highly they 
prize. tine, that have loſÞ it, and are come 
to the end of it; and who, with the. Joſs, 
F time, have loſt themſelves. We have 
many dreadful examples, that ſtand as ſo 
many Sea-marks, to warn us to take heed. 
The poor Jews were utterly undone by 
it. The Lord only knows how many of 
them are now in flames, that ſuffer the 
vengeance of eternal fire, for not improv- 
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ing the day of grace, Luke xix. 42. Mat. 
xxlli. 37. The fooliſh Virgins having loft 
the opportunity of buying oil, came too 
late to the door. And Eſau ſtaid too long 
to get the bleſſing; Moſt do things when 
it is too late. Men go to bed late, riſe 
late, go to Market late, come to Church 
late, and make peace with God when it 
is too late. The old 1/aelites marched to- 
wards Canaan when it was too late, and 
ſo loſt that good Land. O how dreadful 
will mercy lighted, and time loſt, be to 
the awakened ſoul, when it comes to die, 
ſeeing itſelf in a Chriſtleſs ſtate! It was a 
ſpeech once of a woman in terror of Con- 
{cience; when divers Miniſters and: others 
came to her in-a way of comforting her, 
ſhe looks with a gaſtly countenance upon 
them, and gives them this anſwer, Call 
back Time agam; if yon can call back Time 
again, then there nay be hope for me: but 
Time is gone. Another great Lady, upon 
her death- bed, cried out, All too late, all 
too late, a World of Wealth for an inch of 
Time. Another Gentlewoman, (of whom 
I have heard) who was wont to employ 
this precious talent of Time, in playing 
at Cards, and ſuch like Games, coming 
from her ſport late in the night, finding 
her waiting-maid, (that was religious) 
| reading 
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reading in a good Book ; and caſting he 
eyes in the book over the Maid's ſhoulder, 
ſpeaks theſe words, or to this effect, Thou 
poor melancholy foul ! what always reading, 
and ſpending thy time thus wilt thou take 
no comfort in thy life? The Gentlewoman 
retiring to her Chamber, went to bed, 
The Maid lodging in the fame room, per- 
ceived her Miſtreſs under great diſquiet 
and perturbation of Spirit, ſighing, and 
groaning bitterly, The Servant hearing 
of it, ſeveral times call'd to her, to know 
the reaſon ſhe could not ſleep : the maid 
urging of her, at laſt ſhe cried out, and 
+ ſaid, I read this word ETERNITY in thy 
Book, which hath ſo pierced my heart, that I ' 
believe I ſhall never ſleep more, till I have a 
better aſſurance of mine eternity. Another 
wanton Lady, that had waſted her time 
in ſenſuality, who died not many weeks 
falt told her vitious Mother, ſtanding 

er bedſide, That it was too late to ſpeak of 
God to her; for you have undone me, and I 
am going to Hell before, and you will cer- 
tainly come after. It is common with many 
dying, and going into the other world, 
ſadly to bewail the loſs of time. When 
they fear Mercy is going, Patience ex- 
piring, and the time reſpited for Repent- 
ance over, then they prize opportunities 
| at 
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at another rate. And O what would the 
damned in Hell give to be admitted into 
the world, if they might but enjoy one day 
or hour, to deliver themſelves from that 
dreadful place of torment! Luke xvi. 27, 28. 

Motive 9. Conſider, God hath joined 
Time and Duty together : and that in two 
reſpefts; 

1. In reſpect of Aſſiſtance. 
2. In reſpect of Acceptance. 1 

1. God hath joined Time and Duty to- 
gether, in reſpect of aſſiſtance: and what 
Infinite Majeſty hath joined, muſt not by 
any means be ſeparated, Work and Time, 
Opportunity and Duty, muſt go together; 
Adam had his work in Paradiſe, before the 
fall. And the ſecond Adam was always in 
action, to the end of his days. His meat 
and drink was to do the will of his Fa- 
ther, Nullus mibi per otium dies exit, I have 
no day for Idleneſs, was the language of 
an Heathen, Chriſtians, do your work in 
ſeaſon, and you ſhall have aſſiſtance. God's 
opportunity is as wind to the fails, or as 
oil to the wheels, which will make you 

lide through difficult duties with much 
acility, If we work in God's time, God 
will work with us, and we ſhall be workers 
together with him, Goſpel-time is in or- 
der to Goſpel-work ; ſpiritual opportu- 
nities 
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nities are appointed and continued for 
{ſpiritual duties. The work of Faith, Re- 
pentance, Mortification of ſin, the pluck- 
ing out right eyes, the chopping off 


right arms, fighting and wreſtling with 


the powers and Prince of darkneſs, are 
exceeding difficult: but God, whoſe arm 
is potent, will give power: and how 
eaſily will great work or ſervice be done, 
when there is great aſſiſtance in the do- 
ing of it? A burthen that is too heavy 
for one to lift, by the help of another 
will come up eaſily. This Paul witneſ- 
ſeth, Phil. iv. 13. TI can do all things 
through Chrift which ſtreng theneth me. Lhe 
feeble Jews, by the help of Jehovah, 
raiſed up the walls of Jeruſalem, from 
its very rubbiſh, and that in ſpight of 
all oppoſition, Neb. iv. 2, 3. and vi. 15. 
they plying the work, the Lord was with 
them by his great power and ſtrong 
hand : they made their prayer unto God, 
when ſtrength was almoſt decayed, and 
laboured in the work from the riſing of 
the morning, till the ſtars appeared, and 
ſo the wall was finiſhed. Let time be 
redeemed, and then a great deal of work 
may be done in a little time : God's op- 
portunity will make believing and re- 
penting eaſy, Luke xix. 6. As ii. 37, 25 

| cls 
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As xvi. 14, 34. O therefore while it 
is day, work out your ſalyation ; for it 


i God which worketh in you both to will. if 
and to do, of his good Pleaſure, Phil, li. 1 


12. 1 * 
1 94 bath joined Time and Duty, 
wi reſpect of Acceptance: Every Time 
is not an accepted time, 2 Cor. vi. 2. 
The Iſraelites that refuſed to march up 
to Canaan at God's command, loſt their 
opportunity, and afterward he would 
neither . them, nor accept them. If bn 
thou ſtayeſt till God's time be paſt and 1 
gone, art thou ſure God will accept then | 
hereafter? There is a time when God 
will not be found, will not be ſpoken 
withal, J. Iv. 6. Eſau ſought the bleſ- 
ſing with tears, and it was denied him, 
Heb. xii. 17. Prov. i. 29. Do not ſay, 
what need ſo much ſpeed ? What need 
ſo much improving of Time, ſo much 
reading, hearing, praying, preaching ? 
But reſolve upon thy duty now or never. 
Motive 10, Laſtly, conſider, That on 
the preſent moment of time eternity depends. 
This deep and heart- affecting Medita- 
tion ſhould even ſwallows up, and cauſe 
us to haſten unto our work. Let go 
time's .opportunity, and you will cer- 
tainly be ruined to all eternity. The 
| Painter 
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Painter being aſked why he was ſo exact 
in drawing his Lines; anſwered, I pain! 


for eternity. Conſider, that thou muſt 


believe and repent for cternity ; hear and 

ray for Eternity; fear, love, obey for 

ternity. A work of infinite moment, 
depends on a moment of time. This day 
thou mayſt through thy laſt caſt for eter- 
nity. This ſwift Poſt will not ſtop, no, 
not for a moment. Secure Soul! doſt 
thou ſee Eternity before thee, even at 
thy door, and that there is but a ſtep be- 
tween thee and an endleſs ſtate ; and wilt 
thou not be more induſtrious for thy foul 
and Heaven? if a man were to run or 
wreſtle for his life, or for a Crown, or 
Kingdom; how would he ſtrain, and 
ſtrive, and that with all his might. If a 
man were to go over Sea. for his life, and 
had but one gale of Wind in his lifetime, 
would he come to the waterſide and loſe 
it? If a Malefactor had but a day ap- 


| Prue him to ſue out his pardon, would 


e not improve it? This is all our caſes : 
God hath given us but a day to work; 
when the day is ended, it will be night 
for ever, Luke xix. 19, 42. Jobn ix. 4. 


Now, it may be, Chriſt is at the door, 
offering thee help; open to him, leſt he 
wWith-draw, and come no more, It is 


probable 


G 


probable the Spirit of Life and Power, 
ſtriveth to turn to. God, O refufe not 
to comply with it, leſt the Spirit ſerve 
thee, as Samuel did Saul, that came no 
more to him, 1 Sam. xv. 36. I ſhall 
conclude the Motives with the words.of 
the P/almiſt, To day if you will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts, leſs God 
ear in his wrath, that you ſhall nat 
enter into his reſt, Pal. xci. 7.—IIL, 
Now if thou art reſolved to put this 
duty into PORE | ; through the help of 
Heaven, ſpeedily and diligently obſerve 
theſe directions. | 


Directions for the redeeming of Time. 

1. Take heed and beware of thoſe things 
which rob you of your time. | 

2. Labour to convince yourſelves of the 
worth of time, and value it accordingly. 

3. Set apart à conſiderable portion of 
lime for the moſt ſecret duties. 

4. Caſt up and compute your. time, 

. Maintain à holy fear upon thy heart, 
of coming to the end of time before thy 
work be done. 

Direct. 1. Firſt, T ake heed of thoſe 
things which rob - you of your time. Now 
the Thieves that will rob you of this ex- 
ceeding rich Jewel, are theſe ſix; a- 
gainſt which, watch as for thy life. 

D ö 1. * aly 


6 


1. Vain Thoughts. 

2. Worldly Cares. 

3. Unneceſſary Viſits. 

4. Unprofitable Diſcourſe. | 
5. Exceſſive indulging the outward man. 

85 Unlawful or immoderate Recreations. 


Vain T, W Theſe are ſecret add 
ſubtil Thieves, that inſenſibly rob us of 
our time every day, and in every duty: 
Vain impertinent. and wicked thoughts, 
like Pharoab's Frogs, creep and crowd 
in upon us, and tlruſt out good 
thoughts; ſo that we cannot keep our 
mind ſteady and compos'd. Solomon 
ſaith, Prov. xvil. 24. "The eyes of a fool 
are in the ends of the earth; ſo are our 
thoughts, gadding, wandering up and 
down, here and there, and every where. 
Theſe evil thoughts fpring and riſe from 
within us, as naturally as ſparks from the 
fire, Gen. vi. 5. Mat. xv. 19. Out of the 
Heart proceed evil thoughts, And they 
follow us continually in every place, and 
in every Service, as the Birds on Abra- 
ham's Sacrifices, which Abraham did drive 
away. They muſt not lodge, Jer. iv. 14. 
Though we cannot hinder the Fowls 
from flying in the Air, or over our heads ; 
| we may hinder them from pitching on 

| our 
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heads. Holy David had vain thoughts, 
but he hated them, P/al. exix. 113. 
There's not a minute, but many thoughts 
paſs from us, as in a minute, ſands do in 
an hour-glaſs, P/al. xciv. 19. Chriſti- 
ans, conſider how much of that time is 
loſt, which you ſpend in holy duties, by 
vain thoughts; when we ſhould draw 
nigh to God, our heart., by our thoughts, 
ſteal away. And there are but a few a- 
wakened tender ſpirits, truly ſenſible of 
this intrinſical ſecret evil; though much 
of a Chriſtian's duty, and the very in- 
wards of Religion, lies in obſerving the 
thoughts, and in watching the heart. 
Therefore above all keeping, keep thy 
Heart; Prov. iv. 23. and take heed to 
thy Spirit, Mal. ii. 15. 16. 

2. Worldly Cares are great waſters of 
our precious time, The moſt do mind 
earthly things, Phil. iii. 19. Men's heads, 
hearts, and thoughts, are ſo intent about 
the things that periſh, that they do hardly 
entertain a ſerious thought of God, and 
Eternity, all the day. God is not in all 
their thoughts. They that are of the 
fleſh, do mind the things of the fleſh, 
Rom. viii. 5. and not only the children 
of this World; but Profeſſors themſelves, 
are ſo eager and vehement 1n the PO | 
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Souls. As ſoon as their eyes are open, 


' vil. 11. the other, Jooketh well to the way 


ſome, that wandered about from houſe to 
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1 
of this poor earth, that almoſt all their 
time and ſtrength is ſpent about it. And 
while men are ſo careful and ſollicitous 
about many things, and in a very crowd 
and hurry of buſineſs, it is impoſſible for 
them to redeem time for God and their 


and the things of the World ſtand as ſo 
many Suitors, to invite and draw them. 
Some have their hearts ſo over- charged 


and ſurfeited with the cares and fears of 


this evil World, that their abundance 
will not ſuffer them to ſleep, Luke xxi. 4. 
Eccle/. v. 12. Now when it is thus, Op- 
portunities are loſt, Souls are neglected, 
Holy duties omitted, or if uſed, they are 
very unſucceſsful, Ezek. xxxill. 31. Mat. 
Xil1, 22, Therefore take heed of the 
World, fo great a devourer of time. 

3. Unneceſſary Viſits, are great waſters 
of our time; of which you muſt take 
heed, it being no mark of Godlineſs, but 
the contrary, The wiſe man ſpeaking of 
the vicious and virtuous Woman, giveth 
them this different Character, viz. the 
one, her feet abideth not in her houſe, Eccleſ. 


of her. houſbold, and eateth not the bread of 
idleneſs, Prov. xxxi. 27. And we read of 


houſe, 


— 
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houſe, being idle tatlers, and buſy bodies, 
ſpeaking things which they ought not, 1 Tim, 
v. 13, How men do trifle about the time 
in going from houſe to houſe; to whom 
it may be ſaid, as Pharoab to the oppreſ- 
ſed Iſraelites, ye are idle, ye are idle? Let 
that time you have to ſpare from your 
Callings and Families, be ſpent in read- 
ing, Prayer, and other Religious exer- 
ciſes: and in all your Viſits, intend and 
deſign the doing of good, or the receiv- 
ing of good; and not the paſſing. away 
of this precious time, When your friends 
or neighbours are ſick, and under the 
hand of God, go to them, and give them 
counſel for their Souls, Rom. xv. 2. | 
4. Unprofitable Diſcourſe robbeth us of 
much time. Some employ their tongues 
in telling fabulous or filthy ſtories, others 
in diſcourſing of Parties and Opinions, 
and in talking of the Faults and Miſcar. 
riages of other men. Some about the 
| Times, and enquiring after News. Thus 
did the men of Athens, who ſpent their 
time in nothing elſe, but either to tell, 
or to hear ſome new thing, Alls xvii, 21. 
And the moſt when they come together, 
paſs away the time in diſcourſing of the 
World. and the concerns of it. But let 
Chriſtians, when they converſe, imitate 
| D 3 their 
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their Lord; the words that proceeded 
out of his mouth were gracious words; 
Walk in wiſdom towards them that are 
without, redeeming the Time, Let your 
| oſpeech be always with Grace, ſeaſoned with 
Salt, that you may know how you _ to 
anſwer every man, Col. iv. 5, 6. 

5. Exceſſive indulging the outward man. 
Much of our time is ſpent in making pro- 
viſion for the fleſh, Rom. i. ut. Some 
hours every day are taken up in provid- 
ing for the belly, to pleaſe the palate 
and ſome at their tables take up much 
time, Others, to gratify a proud fancy, 
much time is waſted in decking and trim-, 
2 the body. There are thoſe that 

nd more time in looking into a glaſs, 
— upon their knees in praying to God. 
A Godly Miniſter coming to a gentle- 
woman's 425 to dinner, where he waited 
from ten a olock till one, all the while 
ſhe was dreſſing; burſt out into weep- 
ing, to think that ſhe - ſhould ſpend fo 
much time in Trimming, and he ſo little 
in Praying. Alſo exceſſive ſleep doth de- 
vour great rk of our ſhort time and life. 
When we ſhould be on our knees in our 
Cloſet, we are in our Beds, or on our 
Couches. Others waſte their precious 
time in Ale-houſes and Taverns, and 

Brothel - 
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Brothel-houſes, from day to day; God's 
day being not exempted. - Againſt ſuch 
there is a dreadful Woe, Woe unto them 
that riſe up early in the morning, that they 
may follow ſtrong drink; that continue until 
night, till Wine inflame them, Iſa. v. 11, 12. 

6. Unlawful and immoderate Recreations, 
are the occaſions of great expence of 
time, Recreation (not to be uſed but as 
Phyſic in caſe of need) is an ingrofler 
and waſter of our time, that is dear and 
precious. Many are ſo exceſſive in it, as 
if they were ſent into the World to do 
nothing but to ſport. What time is ſpent. 
in Carding, Dicing, Dancing, Interludes, 
Stage-plays, Bear and  Bull-baitings, 
Hunting, Hawking, and 1n reading Ro- 
mantic Books? Which for men and 
woman profeſling the Goſpel, are not of 
good report, Phil. iv. 8. the turning of 
the Bible, or ſome good Book, is more 
becoming a Chriſtian than turning a pack 
of Cards, a game ſo much accuſtomed b 
the Prophane, and am occaſion of 5 
ſin. Theſe things will cauſe bitterneſs 
and horror at laſt; they are honey to 
the Fancy, but a ſting to the Conſcience. 
Conſider which will afford moſt comfort 
dying; Item, ſo many days in Recreation, 
or ſo many days in Humiliation; ſo many 
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playing at Cards; ſo many hours in vain 


may be fo truly tender, as to make con- 
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hours of Prayer, or ſo many hours if 


filthy diſcourſe, or ſo many hours in ſe- 
rious and heavenly conference: tem, To. 
many Sabbaths in reading, hearing, and 
ſinging of Pſalms, or ſo many Sabbaths 
ſpent in eating, drinking, walking, or 
worſe. Holy Bradford counted that hour 
loſt, wherein he had not done ſome good, 
Titus Veſpaſian was wont to ſay, Diem 


perdidi, I have loſt a day. 


Direct. 2 Set à due eftimate upon this 
precious Jewel of Time, that your hearts 


ſcience of waſting of it. A godly Miniſter 
was wont to ſay, when he ſaw the morn- 
ing clear and ſerene, 'Tis pity this day 
ſhould be loſt. O value your time, reckon 
more of one Sabbath, than of the beſt 
Fair or Market that ever thou waſt at in 
all thy life. Set upon the now day of 
Grace, the price of Eternity. I have told 
you already, the damned in Hell (if it 
might be) would give a world for one 
opportunity to make peace with God. 


Direct. 3. Set apart ſome confiderable 
portion of Time, for the moſt ſecret Duties. 
1. For 


„ 

1. For ordinary ſecret Prayer and Me- 
ditation, ſet ſome time apart in the morn- 
ing and evening of every day; and do 
not catch and ſnatch at praying times. 
Many ſerve the world and the fleſh all 
day, and put off God with a few words 
or ſleepy Prayers at night. Prayer 1s the 
breath of the new creature, and the ſign 
of a ſpiritual life, AA, ix. 6. Chriſtians, 
let your Prayers be ſecret, ſincere, fer- 
vent, and conſtant. The way to Heaven 
(ſaid a good man) is thro' the Cloſet, 
and they that have been eminent in Piety, 
have been excellent in Prayer. Holy 
David would not let a morning paſs with- 
out Prayer, P/al. v. 3. yea, three times 
a day he was at this bleſſed duty, P/al. 
lv. 17. It was his element, and conſtant 
employment, P/al. cix. 4. Your Prayer 
mult be fervent, if it be effectual. Prayer 
without feryency, 1s as a Bullet without - 
Powder, or as a Bird without wings, that 
cannot mount up into the Air. Holy fire 
muſt be put to thy daily Sacrifice, God 
anſwers by fire. He that looks upon the 
heart, regards the manner of your Prayers 
more than the number of your Prayers. 
Cold ſlight mumbling over a few petiti- 
ons, either out of cuſtom, or to ſtop the 
mouth of Conſcience, ' will not prevail, 
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P/al. xxv. 10. Ja. xxvi. 9. Jam. v. 16. 
Chriſtians, the time that you ſpend with 
God in ſecret, is the ſweeteſt time, and 
beſt improved. Therefore, if thou loveſt 
thy life, be in love with Prayer. Reſolve 
to ſpend ſome time with Gus in Private 
every day. 

2. Extraordinary private faſting, iS a 
duty very neceſſary, and practiſed but 
by a few. Soul-afflifting days between 
God and a man's ſelf, would, through 
Grace, be much for ſpiritual advantage; 3 
Huſbands would mourn apart, and their 
Wives apart, Zech. xii. 12, 13. Faſting 
days will be Soul- fatting days, As. x. 30. 
and Bleſſed are they that mourn, Matt. v. 4. 

3. The third private duty is Self-exa- 
mination. When thou art alone, ask 
thyſelf theſe queſtions: 

1. Is it moſt certain that I am in a 
_— of Grace ? 

. Is Grace thriving? doth my in- 
* man proſper ? 

. Dol live in no known ſin againſt 
Coaſrience; P/al. xix. 1, 28. and exer- 
ciſe myſelf unto Godlineſs ? 

4. Do I make Conſcience of redeem- 
ing time, ſo as to join Time and Duty 
together? A precious ſervant of the Lord 

was wont to ſay, if a man could anſwer 
wg to 
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to theſe two queſtions, he need not to 
fear: Firſt, Am I God's Child? Secondly, 
Am I in God's way? Pal. cxix. 94. 


Direct. 4. If you would redeem your time, 
compute your time. Pray thou mayeſt do 
it, P/al. xc. 12. Pſal. xxxix. 4. Number- 
ing the people was David's fin; but num- 
bering his days a duty. *Tis common for 
men to number their Sheep, their Cattle, 
Houſes, Lands, Wares, Money, but to 
number our Days is a rare kind of num- 
bering : for the negle& of which, what 
arrears are we fallen into, with the great 
Landlord of our time? Chriſtians divide 
your time into parcels, and conſider how 
little God hath ; how much time was 
ſpent in thy infancy and child-hood, be- 
fo thou hadſt the uſe of Reaſon ; how 
much 1s ſpent in our callings and em- 
ployments about the World? How much 
in eating, drinking, and unprofitable diſ- 
courſe ? beſides all this, half, or more, 
is ſpent in ſleeping : ſo that in the work 
of God, and about our immortal fouls, 
we employ but a very little: Therefore 
tis more than time to redeem it. | 


Direct. 5. Maintain always a boly fear 
upon thy beart of coming to tbe end of Time, 
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before thy work be done. Live continually 
in an expectation of your great change. 
Buy, ſell, converſe, read, pray, hear, 
and do all as dying men; and paſling to 
receive the recompence of endleſs Joy, 
or Woe. Chriſtians, if you would work 
while it is day; if you would glorify 
God on earth; if you would ſecure, 
and eternally ſave your immortal ſouls; 
if you would not be a prey to the Prince 
of darkneſs; if you would ſtand with 
comfort before the Lord Jeſus, at his 
dreadful Bar; if you would not ſpend 
your days without hope: Ariſe there- 
fore, and be doing, and the Lord be 
with you. 2 | 
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Deut. XXXIii. 2 9. 


O that they were wiſe, that. they un- 
derſtood this, that they would con- 
ider their latter end. 


T's always ſeaſonable to inſiſt on ſuch 
ſubjects as direct us to ſpeak of ano- 
ther World, eſpecially in times of great 
ſickneſs and mortality, in which thou- 
ſands of ſouls, night and day, have been 
crowding into Eternity (witneſs the late 
dreadful Plague in ſixty-five.) I there- 
fore made. choice of this ſerious and 
heart-wakening Subject, that drowſy ſe- 
cure ſouls might be awakened to a deep 
conſideration of the World to come. 'The 
whole Chapter is ſtiled the Song of Moſes, 
his Swan-like Song; or Song before his 
death, the dying words of that eminent 
faithful Servant of God; and if the words 
of a dying man are to be regarded, how 
much the words of a dying Moſes? This 
Mgſes being ready to go into the other 
World, compoſeth this Song, of * 
the 
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the Text is a part; and dying words are 

weighty,: and make the deepeſt. impreſ- 

on, 

| Narratory, 

The Song is partly 4 Minatom, 
9 Promiſſory, 


In the Narrative you have, 


1. A Narration of the infinite great- 
neſs, and moſt glorious attributes of the 
God of J/rael, introduced with a pathe- 
tical and awakening acclamation, Give 
ear, O ye Heavens, and I will ſpeak; and 
hear O Earth the words of my mouth. 

2. We have a Narration of their cor- 
ruption, ingratitude, and rebellion, ver. 
5, 6. They have corrupted themſelves, they 
are a perverſe and crooked Generation, do ye 
thus requite the Lord. O fooliſh people, and 
unwiſe ? Notwithſtanding the remarkable 
favours, and rare indulgence of God to- 
ward them, yet they forſookt him, provoked 
him to jealouſy with ſtrange Gods, and ſa- 
crificed to Devils, and not unto God, ver. 
16, 17. Becauſe of which he threateds; 

1. To bide bis face from them, than 
which nothing more bitter to che Soul; 
ver. 20. | 

2. To inflict variety of fore temporal 
judgments upon them; ; than _— no- 

ing 
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thing more burthenſome to the body. 7 
will heap miſchief upon them, I will fpend 
mine Arrows upon them; they ſhall be burnt 
with hunger, and devoured with burning 
heat, and with bitter deſtruftion the ſword 
without, and terror within, ſhall deftroy both 
the Young-man, and the Virgin, with the 
man of grey hairs; for a fire is kindled in 
mine anger, and ſhall burn to the loweſt Hell. 
And ver. 27. God gives the reaſon why 
he would not utterly deſtroy them, and 
make a full end of them. MWere it not 
that I feared the wrath of the enemy, &c. 

And now the words of the Text ſeem 
to be the application of the whole, O that 
they would conſider their latter end! 

You may look upon theſe words as it 
were a mount caſt up, by which the peo- 
ple of Jrael might take a view of things 
to come, and have a proſpect of what 
ſhould befal them in their. latter end. 
O that they were wiſe! to be wile is op- 
poſed to that brutiſhneſs, ver. 28. They 
were a Nation void of Counſel, for they 
wanted the right exerciſe of Reaſon, and 
that Wiſdom which is from above to ob- 
ſerve and improve_the Gracious Provi- 
dences and Diſpenſations of God. 

That they would conſider : Conſideration 
is a fixed act of the underſtanding, or 
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mind, in order to practice; for doing 
and conſidering are frequently joined to- 
gether, Judges xvili. 4. Now therefore con- 
ider what ye have to do, Heb. x. 24. Let 
us confider*one another to provoke unto love 
and good works. The ſame thing 1s vari-- 
ouſly expreſſed in Scripture, viz. to 
look narrowly upon a thing, to call to 
mind, to know and to conſider in ones 
heart, to call things to remembrance, 
to commune with a man's heart, Pſa. 
Ixxvn. 5, 6. 

Their latter end: By which we are not 
only to underſtand thoſe tremendous, 
and deſolating Judgments that ſhould. 
ſurprize them in this world, but to re- 
member the great things of the other; 
as alto Old Age, Death, the*Grave, E- 
ternity ; Death, with its Antecedents, 
concomitants, and conſequences, _ 

The words contain a pathetical Opti-- 
on or wiſh, O that they were wiſe ! In 
| "2 obſerve. 

. The perſon wiſhing, viz. the moſt 
. and gracious God. 8 
2. The thing defired, and that is, di- 
vine Wiſdom: a Jewel indeed, a prey: 
far above Rubies. 

3. The perſons for which God thus 4. 8 
fireth, viz. For Iſrael, a people nigh 5 | 
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the Lord, and yet a brutiſh, inconſide- 
rate, and unwiſe people. O that they 
were wile, &c. 

4. What this Wiſdom is, wh it doth 
conſiſt, vix. in the conſideration of their 
latter end. 

The Doctrines obſervable from the 
words, are theſe: 

Doct. 1. That God doth earneſtly deſire 
and long for the good of a people. 

Doct. 2. That an inconſiderate people 
are a fooliſh and unwiſe people. 

Doct. 3. That wont of ſerious coufi dera- 
tion is incident not only to the prophane, 
but to men profeſſing God, and Godlineſs. 
The J/raelites were the only church of 
God then in the World, and yet they 
were not wile to underſtand, and con- 
ſider their latter end. | 

I ſhall not handle this part, but ſpeak | 
to the chief ſcope and intent of the words, 
in this one Propoſition. 

Doct. That it is a duty and matter of 
high concernment to 29 der our latter end. 
O that they were wiſe! that they would 
conſider, viz, practically conſider, and 
live always in the belief of the other 
World, ſo as to do up all their work 


while it is day! this ſeems to be the great 


import of the ad of God in this Text. 
Eternal 
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Eternal Souls; whatever eſcapeth your 
thoughts, this muſt not; this ſhould be 
your vade mecum ; it ſhould riſe up with 
you, lie down with you, walk with you 
wherever you go or are. This Moſes . 
himſelf, that precious and renowned ſer- 
vant of God deſir'd, ſeeing ſuch a dread- 
ful mortality in the Wilderneſs, and ſo 
many ſad ſpectacles of Divine Wrath, 
Pſal. xc. 12. So teach us to number our 
days, that we may apply our hearts to wiſ-- 
dom. And as Moſes deſired it, ſo alſo 
holy David, Pſal. xxxix. 4. Lord, make 
me to know my end; and the meaſure of my 
days what it is, that I may know how frail 
I am. And Solomon ſets a better upon it. 
Eccl. vii, 2. Jt is better to go to the houſe 

of mourning, than to the houſe of feaſting : 
for that is the end of all men, and the liv- 
ing will lay it to his heart. And it is an 
argument that men are dead, when at a 
houſe of mourning they are not moved 
with compaſſion, to a due and deep con- 
ſideration of their doleful and dying con- 
dition. ö 

I ſhall come now to ſhew you what 
we are to conſider, concerning our latter 
end: and O that it may take a deep im- 
preſſion upon all that read theſe plain 
truths ! - | 


Seriouſly 
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Seriouſly conſider, and believe. 

1. That it is moſt certain that an end 
will be. For whatſoever the Scriptures 
ſpeak of Death, the Grave, and Hell, 
is an infallible truth. You are to con- 
ſider, that every man is mortal, muſt die, 
and paſs into the other World ; and that 
in every ong of your bodies, there is an 
immortal and never dying ſoul; and 
that after theſe bodies have ſlept in the 
duſt of the earth, they ſhall live again ; 
there ſhall be a reſurrection of the juſt, 
and unjuſt ; and at the end of the World, 
a Tribunal ſhall be ſet up, before which, 
all the World ſhall be made to ſtand. 
And that as ſoon as your breath is gone, 
the ſpirit ſhall return to God that gave 
it, either to the Juſtice of God, or to 
the Mercy of God ; to the place of Joy, 
or to the place of Torment. . 

Our tranſgreſſion, natural conſtituti- 
on, with a Statute Law of Heaven, have 
brought us under a neceſſity of dying. 
Wherever the Viper faſtneth, it killeth 
certainly, though not fuddenly ; fin and 
death are twins, fin is the great mur- 
therer that let death into the world ; for 
her houſe inclineth unto death, and her paths 
unto the dead. In the day that thiu eateſt 
thereof, thon ſhalt ſurely die, Gen. ii. 17. 
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viz, thou ſhalt become mortal. As foon 
as Adam had ſinned, he (and we in him 
our repreſentative) became ſubject, or li- 
able to death: Sin, like a mighty 1 | 
narch, reign'd from Adam to Maſes: 
Malefactor caſt at the Bar, is dead 1 1 
Law, though he be reprieved for a time; 
the body (faith the Apoſtle) is dead becauſe 
of ſin : ſome die in the womb, ſome in 
their infancy, ſome in their youth, and 
they that live longeſt, die at laſt : death 
never hurts a man, but with his own 
weapon, it always finds fin in us, and 
the ſting of death is ſm. And wherever 
you meet it, or ſee it, you may ſay of it 
as Ahab to the Prophet; haſt thou found 
me, O mine Enemy ? Death, and eve 
death is the fruit of ſin, death 4 
death ſpiritual, and death eternal: The 
foul that fins ſhall die, Ezek. xvii. 20. The. 
wages of ſin is death, Rom. vi. 23. Our 
natural conſtitution rendreth us obnoxi- 
ous to a diſſolution ; our fleſh is not the 
fleſhiof ſtone, or of braſs; but frail and 
mouldring duſt, to which, as to our cen- 
ter we mult return, Gen. iii. 19. Duſt thou 
art, and unto duſt thou ſhalt 1 Eccl. 
iii, 20. All go to one place, all are of the 
auft, and all turn to duſt again, Heb. ix. 27. 
It is appointed for man once to die. Job 
XIV. 5. 


88 
xiv. 5. His days are determined, the num- 
ber of his months. are with thee, thou haſt 
appointed his bounds that he cannot paſs. 
No ſhield or buckler can fortify againſt 
this King of Terrors; impartial Death 
(the great Leveller) knows no faces; and 
therefore none can be exempted. If faith- 
fulneſs might challenge immunity from 
death, then Moſes might have been ex- 
cuſed; if beauty, then A#/alom ; if ſtrength, 
then Sampſon ; if ſincerity and piety, then 
David; if ſubtilty, then Achitophel ; if 
magnanimity, then- Alexander; it riches, 
then Creſus; if wiſdom, then Solomon; 
but one event happens to them all; fo 
that when the fatal moment cometh, no 
ranſom can be given, no art nor ſkill can 
keep us here. Sirs, were this Doctrine 
of the other world believed, it would have 
agreater impreſſion upon our hearts; did 
we ſeriouſly conſider of that future ſtate 
of retribution, according to our faith, 
of which we muſt live or die, ſtand or 
fall to eternity, it would have a greater 
influence upon our lives. | | 
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2. Conſid. That at your latter end, all 
things in this World will fail you, and take 
their leave of you for ever. All your na- 

E © 


monds, houſes, lands, wives, children, 


of all outward glory will certainly ſet, 


— — — — — — 
—— — — — - *. Þ C04 re 4 a 
' 


1 Cor. vil. 29, 30, 31. We brought nothing 


things, he would ſay with him, all is 
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( 94 ) 
tural endowments, outward enjoyments, 
parts, parentage, birth, breeding, wit, 
wealth, crowns, kingdoms, pearls, dia- 


friends; when your breath is gone, - all 
theſe are gone, Prov. xxvii. 24. Riches 
are not for ever, neither doth a crown en- 
dure to all Generations. The glittering Sun 


which your own experience, and Sctip- 
ture evidence, doth clearly evince. Riches 
have wings, and they fly away, Prov. iii. 5. 
The faſhion of this World paſſeth away, 


into the World; and tis certain we ſhall 
carry nothing out, 1 Tim. vi. 7. If a man 
were poſſeſſed with as much of this world, 
as Solomon the great King of Jeruſalem, 
who had great magnificent buildings, 
fruirful pleaſant vineyards, gardens, or- 
chards, and trees of all manner of fruits, 
variety of ſervants, poſſeſſions of great 
and ſmall Cattle, heaps of Gold and Sil- 
ver, peculiar treaſure of Kings, . muſical 
inſtruments, men and women fingers, 
and whatſoever his eyes deſired; yet 
when he takes a ſerious view of all 


vanity, and that a man hath no profit of 
all his labour which he taketh under the 
F + — a | Sun, 


1 
Sun, which made the wiſe man even to 
hate life, Eccleſ. 11. | 

Since the Fall, there is a curſe upon 
the creature, which indeed 1s deceiving, 
vexing, decaying, and all outward com- 
forts may be compared to Pharaoh's 
hoſt, who are alive this hour and the 
next drowned, and dead upon the Sea- 
ſhore: and tho' you judge they ſhall 
endure for ever,  P/al. xlix. 11. Lake 
X11. 19. they will deal by you as Abſa- 
lom's Mule, that left him in his greateſt 
extremity. What woeful miſeries attend 
worldly riches in the getting, keeping, 
and parting with them? they are ſnares 
and thorns, plagues and ſcorpions unto 
many; they pierce them through with 
many ſorrows, 1 Tim. vi. 10. 

Yer here men toil, beat their bealas, 
weary their bodies, tire their ſpirits, 
break their ſleep, perplex their thoughts, 
rack their conſciences, ingulph and drown 
themſelves in cares, endanger their ſouls 
(dreaming of nothing but perpetuity:) 
and when they have done all, like the 
ſilk-worm, die in their work: nay, man 
a man ſurvives his on happineſs; which 
periſheth before he periſheth; and it's 
the worſt of miſeries to outlive our 
own happineſs: therefore let not Riches 
heighten 


1 

heighten your hearts, and prompt you 
to pride, which is too common. 
This day the rich Worldling ſang a 
requiem to his ſadly deluded ſoul, con- 
_ cluding he had much laid up: the night 
following, his ſoul is required. Haman 
is to day the ſecond man in the King- 
dom, but ſoon loſt all, and his life too. 
How doth Nebuchadnezzar walk in his 
ſtately Royal Palace of Babel, priding 
himſelf in his outward pomp; but while 
the word was in his mouth, a Voice came 
from Heaven, ſaying; O King Nebuchad- 
nezzar, to thee be it ſpoken, thy Kingdom is 
departed from thee, Dan. iv. 29, 30, 31. 
Feruſalem this year 1s the Princeſs a- 
mong the Provinces, the next year made 
tributary ; and they that lived delicately 
are deſolate, and embrace dunghills, Lam. 
1. I. and iv. 5. Yeſterday, 70's Cattle 
might be numbered by thouſands, and 
to-morrow he is ſtripped of all, and left 
naked, Neither is our age without a ſad 
and dreadful inſtance (viz.) famous Lon- 
don, on the Lord's day ſtanding, by Wed- 
neſday burnt, and laid in aſhes, and thou- 
ſands of the Inhabitants Houſeleſs and 
Harbourleſs; therefore if Riches in- 
creaſe, ſet not your hearts upon them ; 
they are uncertain, cannot ſatisfy, can- 
| not 
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not profit; will periſh, and that for ever; 
O then let thoſe precious, dear, ever- 
laſting Jewels, laid up in your moul- 
dring, decaying, dying bodies be cared 
for | What can it profit a man, to gain the 
whole world, and loſe bis own ſoul ? Mat. 
xvi. 26. dre n 

3. Conſider, How ſoon all the preſent 
pleaſures of fin will be gone, and leave no- 
thing but a ſling. Old age, weaknels, 
ſickneſs, will make a great change in 
tae whole outward man, as to beauty, 
ſtrength, natural vigour, livelineſs of 
ſenſes, and all whereby a man might 
take any pleaſure in the World, or in his 
Luſts. When ſickneſs, old age, death's 
fore-runner cometh, it will make a 
ſtrange change in the moſt comely coun- 
tenance; corporal comelineſs and beau 
is ſoon ſtain'd, ſickneſs will not only fade 
it, but deface it: You that are endowed 
with comely proportion, ſparkling eyes, 
well-favouredneſs, amiableneſs of colours 
of white and red, with ſtraitneſs and a- 
gility of body, with a cheerful aſpect: 
when old- age cometh, it will plow deep 
furrows in thoſe fair faces; and yet many 
(ignorant of their foul ſouls and filthy 
hearts) are proud of their fair faces, and 
comely features; ſo that they grow wan- +» 
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ton by reaſon of it, and to ſet out their 
beauty and whiteneſs of their ſkins (not 
being contented with their Creator's cu- 
rious make) will add painting, -patches, 
powdering, criſping, curling, artificial. 
hair, and what not? Know, that old 
age will not only wither your beauty 
(which is but ſkin deep) but abatę gur 
outward ſtrength, natural vigour, live- 
lineſs of ſenſes, and all whereby you may 
have any worldly pleaſure. | 

Old age 1s Solomon's evil day, when he 
Sun, Moon, and Stars will be darkened, 
the keepers of the houſe tremble, and 
the ſtrong men bow-themſelves, and the 
_ grinders ceaſe, and all the daughters of 

muſic ſhall be brought low, and fear 
- ſhall be in the way; when the whole out- 
ward man is decayed, viz. eyes dim and 
dark, ears deaf, teeth rotten, gums bare, 
head bald, breath corrupt, \ Frm and 
feet weak and trembling ; an evil day 
indeed, in which you ſhall find no de- 
light in your former dalliances, for the 
Graſhopper will be a burden, and defire 
ſhall fail, Eccl. xii.” But the beauty of 
Grace withers not under the 8 de- 
clinings of natural beauty; for Grace is 
the Oil in the Lamp, that never goeth 
out, but ſhineth more and more. The 
King's 
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King's Daughter is all {orient within, Pſal. 
xlv. Godlineſs, which is God's likeneſs, 


caſts a luſtre that is very lovely in the 


ſight of God and Man. ou art all fair 
my Dove, and there is no ſpot in thee. ; 4 
Sinners! you that now taſte the ſweet 
of ſin, rejoice to do wickedly, that ſpend 
your time in riotous drunkenneſs, in 
chambers of wantonneſs, lie upon beds 
of Ivory, and ſtretch yourſelves on your 
couches, and eat the Lambs out of the 
flock, that chant to the ſound of the Viol, 
that drink wine in bowls, that are not 
griev'd for the afflictions of Foſeph, that 
put far away the evil day ; know that the 
fire of fin will burn, and that your ſweet 
morſels are but for a moment; thoſe 
ſweet morſels, and delicate dainties, will 

colt you dear. | | 
Hear now this, you that are given to 
pleaſure, that feaſt yourſelves in doing 
evil; 'tis but a little time, and you will 
lee and ſay, that all your delights, hopes, 
Joys, are paſt and gone, and that you 
ſhall never ſee or taſte them more, only 
the gravel, gall, guilt, and ſting will 
remain. You that love this helliſh Ban- 
quet of fin (the ſtolen waters that are 
ſweet, and bread eaten in - ſecret that's 
pleaſant) don't know that the dead are 
: E 2 there, 
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there, and that her gueſts are in the 
dephs of Hell, Prov, ix. 17, 18. Sin is 
a ſweet poiſon ; ;, pleaſant in the acting, 
but bitter in the end: for the ſoul that 
Jinneth ſhall die, Ezek. xiii. 20. and will 
you ſpare it, and keep it ſtill within your 
mouth ? hide it under your tongue, until 
it become the gall of Aſps within you, 
Job xx. 12, 13. Conſider alſo, that your 
ſecret wickedneſs, committed in the 
dark, in corners, that is maſked and cloſe 
kept, i is known to God. 

The infinitely holy, and heart- ſearch- 
ing God, marks them, Fob x. 14. Ho/. 
vii. 2. Watcheth them, 70 xiv. 16, 
Sealeth them, they are down among his 
treaſures, Deut. xxxii. 34. and they will 
find you out, Numb. xxxii. 23. (if not 
truly and deeply repented of, and par- 
doned) they will lie down with you in 
the grave, and follow you into the other 
world, and meet you at God's dreadful 
Bar, and be diſcovered in the ſight of the 
whole World; evil ſhall purſue the ſin- 
ner: This evil thing, and bitter (bred 
in the womb, not buried in the grave, 
not extinguiſhed by the fire of Hell) ſhall 
purſue the finner unto Hell. Sinners, 
this is moſt certain, unrepented fins will 
never leave you, but he down and ie 

wit 


443 

with you, your bones are full of the ſins 
of your youth, which ſhall lie down with 
you in the duſt, Job xx. 11. Sin is a bad 
bed- fellow, and a worſe grave- fellow; 
and if it ſleep with you, it will awake 
with you when the dreadful Trumpet 
ſhall found; Ariſe ye dead, and come 10 
judgment : The damned in Hell have all 
their ſins about them ; that which Was 
the cauſe of their being caſt into Hell, 
will he their everlaſting companion chere, 
and will you take theſe Vipers and Scor- 
pions into your boſoms, that will be al- 
ways gnawing upon your hearts? Know 
this, your poſting Sun of all ſigful ſen- 
ſual delights, will ſet ia the dreadful 
Ocean of endleſs, eaſeleſs, and remedi- 
leſs ſorrow. 
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4. Conſider, That only cobich is eternal, 
will i Band you in ſtead when you come to die. 
(viz.) when you ſhall ſhoot the vaſt gulf, 
and lanch out into that infinite Ocean of 
Eternity, that hath- neither bounds, nor 
banks, nor bottom. 

Immortal ſouls ! Do you ſee any ching 
that hath eternity graven upon it? There 
are varieties of objects, both of perſons 
and things, that preſent themſelves to 
your view. Lift up your eyes to the vaſt 

3 Heavens 
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Heavens that are beſpangled and beau. 
tified with a glorious Sun, Moon, and 
littering Stars, that have been there for 
ome thouſands of years. See whether 
eternity be there? No, they had their 
beginning, and muſt have their period, 
Gen. i. Heb. i 10, 11. Then Lord in the 
beginning haſt laid ihe foundalions of the 
Earth, and the Heavens are the works of 
thine hands: They ſhall periſh, they wax 
old as doth a garment, but thou remaineſt : 
The day is coming wherein the dun ſhall 
be turned into darkneſs, and ihe Moon into 
Blood; the Stars of Heaven all fall, and 


phe Elements Hall melt with fervent beat, 
and the Zartb with the works that are 
therein, ſhall be burnt up. Matt. xxiv. 29. 
2 Pet. ili. 10. | PK 

Moreover, look to your near and dear 
Relations, for whom you expoſe your- 
ſelves to ſo much pain, care, and trouble, 
look to Abraham your Father, and to 
Sarah that bare you (as the Prophet 
ſpeaketh in another caſe) to your Nut. 
bands, Wives, Children, Parents, Friends, 
Neighbours, Magiſtrates, Miniſters, are 
theſe for ever? No, many of them are 
gone down to the dark Valley already, 
and ſhall return na more; or on . 
thole 


the Powers of the Heavens fhall be ſhaken, 
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thoſe brave Heroes, Alexander, Caſar, 
Pompey, and where they are ! are they 
not all conquered by the King of Ter- 
rors, and held in the priſon of the Grave, 
for many hundred years? Look to your 
Gold, Silver, Pearls, Perfumes, coſtly 
Cabinets, ſtately ſtructures, Princely Pa- 
laces, are theſe for ever? No, they are 
corruptible things, and cannot deliver 
in the day of the Lord's wrath. King's 
Palaces are deſolate places, ready to be- 
come a heap; Crowns are tranſtated from 
head to head; Scepters paſs from one 
hand to another; and Kingdoms have 
their riſe, and they have their ruin: And 
will you ſell your precious ſouls for pelf, 
and tranſitory traſn, which indeed is 
more in expectation than in fruition? 
conſider how little that is worth, for 
which you run the dreadful hazard of 
loſing Heaven. | 12 

But now (if you are Believers) lift up 
your eyes to the everlaſting hills, and 
put the Eagle's eye of Faith within the 
Vail, there's the Ancient of Days; God 
your Father the chiefeſt Good, and high- 
eſt Happineſs; there is Chriſt your dear 
Redeemer, the Prince of Glory, and a 
Houſe not made with hands, eternal in 
the Heavens, and upon the favour of 
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God, the love and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, | 
you may ſee Eternity. 

Again, turn your eyes inward to the 
hidden man of the heart, is there the 
ſeed of God or impreſs of his Image, and 
the Divine nature? 1 John iii. 9. 2 Pet. 
1. 4. Is there an active, living, ſpring- 
ing principle of Grace? John iv. 14. 
On this thou mayeſt read Eternity; Grace 
is the Heir of Glory, every drop of which 
runs into the Ocean, and nothing elſe 
can befriend you; Jor the things that are 
feew are temporal, but the things that are 
not ſeen are eternal, 2. Cor. 1v. 18. 

6 Conſider, which of the two Eterni- 
ries you are going towards? I would have 
you deeply and ſeriouſly conſider, that 
there is one place for the Sheep, and ano- 
ther for the Goats; one place for the 
Righteous, and another for the Ungodly; 
one place for believers, and another for 
unbelievers : one place for the dead, and 
another for the living: an eternal night, 

or eternal day ; eternal pains, or eternal 
pleaſures ; eternal Bliſs, or eternal Burn- 
ings ; and eternal Life, or eternal Death ; 
an eternal Heaven, or an eternal Hell. 

Now ſinners, ſtop here and conſider, 
unto which of the two do you belong ? 
Have you any certainty of a bleſſed and 

glorious 
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glorious Eternity? that Heaven, not 
Hell, will be your place and portion; 
for reſolving of which, conſider, and 
anſwer to theſe Queries. 

Have you unfeignedly Believed, re- 
pented, and turned to God with the 
renting of your hearts, and reſigned your 
whole ſouls to him? Do you find your 
hearts affectionately and vehemently car- 
ried out to Jeſus Chriſt, ſo as not to be 
ſatisfied without Union and communion 
with him? Is Jeſus Chriſt the Beloved | 
and Darling of your Souls? | | 

Have you (being ſenſible of what you 
have done againſt him, and of your un- 
worthineſs of him) by a deep, and heart- 
humiliation, laid a foundation for Hea- 
ven and happineſs? You muſt ſow-be- 
fore you can reap, and they that ſow in 
tears, ſhall reap in joy, P/al. cxxvi. 

Are you Heaven-born, or born Aer 
the fleſh only? If by a ſound work of 
Converſion, you are become new crea- 
tures indeed, 2 Cor. v. 17. It is well: 
ſtand and Sonder at amazing merey; if . 
not, fear and tremble; for if you fail 
here you are utterly undone for ever. 

Further are you riſen with Chriſt, or 
dead in treſpaſſes and ſins? Eph. ii. 1. 
Are you R of the firſt Reſurrec- 
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tion, or are you in your graves, rotting, 
ſtinking, in your ſins, being paſt feel- 
ing? Are you truly at odds with ſin, and 
every ſin? or do you take pleaſure in un- 
righteouſneſs ? | ou for godlineſs in 
the life and power of it? and is there no 
reigning allowed ſin in your hearts and 
ways? Doth ſin, and every ſin look ugly, 
feel heavy, taſte bitter, and no Idol of 
the heart to keep Chriſt out of his throne ? 
No ſecret fin lived in againſt Conſcience ? 
Do you Pray and deſire to hve in the 
fear, and as under the eye of God, mak- 
ing conſcience. of ſecret ſins, and of ſe- 
cret duties with a ſincere reſpect to God's 
glory, and your own good ? Doth the 
heart ſearching God find you in your 
Cloſets, on your knees morning and 
evening, pouring out your ſouls before 
him? every one that is godly, will pray, 
P/al. xxxii. 6. 15 | 

Are you crucified to the World, or da 
your ſouls cleave unto the duſt? have 
you a treaſure in Heaven, or treaſures in 
the field only ? have you bought the 
Pearl ? or are you content with Pebbles ? 
who are your Aſſociates, the Devil's herd, 
or Chriſt's flock? are you companions 
for ſwine and filthy dogs, the world of 
ungodly, or of the Doves and Lambs of 
| — Chriſt? 
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Chriſt? Whoſe mark have you, the 
mark of ſheep ? (viz. Holineſs, Humi- 
lity, Innocency) or the mark of Goats ? 
(viz. Luſt, Pride, and Uncleanneſs ?) 
Who keeps the Throne, the King of 
Saints, or the God of this World? Do 
your hearts and lives ſpeak Heaven,  hea- 
ven, heaven, or Hell, hell, bell? Hell is 
not more the place of the Devil, than 
the heart,of a wicked man. Can you 
look upward, and ſay, Our Father which 
art in Heaven, or muſt you look down- 
ward and ſay, Our Father which art in 
Hell? How can you take comfort in any 
thing of this world, that are like to be 
unſpeakably and eternally miſerable in 
the other world? Suppoſe you had as 
much of the riches, pomp, and glory of 
the world, as any man that ever lived 
upon the face of the earth? If you could 
ſay, this Crown, this Kingdom, this 
Country is mine, this Gold, chis Silver, 
or this ſnop, theſe goods, this Manor, 
this Farm, theſe Fields, theſe Flocks, 
this Corn, theſe Cattle, theſe Mines, 
theſe Pearls, theſe Jewels are mine, hat 
would all avail you, if your fouls are the 
Devil's? Now, how ſtands the caſe of 
your precious ſouls? are they ſecured ? 
have you made a real preparation for 
1 death 
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death and judgement, or left all undone? 
Are you veſlels of honour prepared unto 
glory, or veſſels of wrath fitted to deſ- 
truction? Rom. xx11. 23. Let Conſci- 
ence ſpeak, commune with your hearts, 
Eſal. iv. 4. Conſider your ways, Hag. 
i. 5. Search and try yourſelves, Lam. iii. 
prove your own work, examine your- 
ſelves, whether you are in the Faith, 2 
Cor. xiii. 5. Whatſoever you ſow, you 
hall certainly reap, Gal. vi. 7, 8. and in 
the place where t e Tree falleth, there 
it ſhall lie, Eccigſ. xi. 13. If it falleth to 
the North, it lieth to the North; if it 
falleth towards the South, it lieth to- 
wards the South. If you live and die to- 
wards Heaven, Heaven will be your 


plate and home: but if you live and die 
towards Hell, Hell will be your place 
and home. For according to your doing 
in this World, will be your doom in the 
World that is to come, 2 Cor. v. 10. 
And is it not ſad and dreadful, to believe 
that you have precious never W a 


and do not know whether they ſhall be 
ſaved or damned, ſtand or fall, live or 
die, to all eternity? And yet this is the 
caſe with thouſands, and millions of 
Men and Women now in the World, that 
are making * -haſte to Hell, and thiok | 
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and hope they are in the way to Heaven, 
Prov. xvi. 25. 
_ —— 

6. Conſider, How near are you to your 
everlaſting habitation ? You are all going 
down amain the ſtream of time, into the 
great Ocean, and you will ſhortly come 
thither. There is not a ſtep you Reps not 
a breath you draw, not a word you ſpeak, 
not a moment of time you live, but hath 
an influence upon Eternity. Theſe gol- 
den ſands running between two eterni- 
ties, will quickly be gone, a ſhort race 
will be ſoon run. O what a nothing is 
our life! wiz. a ſpan, a dream, a wind, 
a ſhadow, a vapour, a poſt, ſwifter than 
a poſt, Job vii. 6. You are all going to 
your long and laſt home, to the Houle of 
Eternity: every man.goeth to his long 
home, Eccle/. x11. 5. How doth he go? 
he goeth ſwiftly, always in motion, night 
and day, ſleeping and waking, labouring 
or loitring, this poſt haſtens, time and 
tide ſtays not. Again, he goeth inſenſi- 
bly, man doth not diſcern or perceive 
how this precious time doth fly from 
him; the ſhadow on the Dial paſſeth 
from one hour or figure to another, from 
the Sun riſing to its ſetting, tho' its 
ſpeedy tranſient motion is not obſerved, 
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iv. 19. and in a moment we go down to 
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ſo man paſſeth from infancy to childhood, 
from childhood to youth, from youth to 
middle age, and fo to old age, and the 
grave; and we take little or no notice of 
it. Again, he goeth irreſiſtibly, neither 
Men nor Angels, Phyſic, nor Phyſician, 
can keep him. here; it is as eaſy to ob- 
ſtruct the whole courſe of nature, or to 
hinder God's Covenant of day and night, 
A man may as well reſtrain the Sun from 
riſing, the Sea from flowing, or the Wind 
from blowing, as keep man from dying, 
and going to the place appointed. for all 
living. We are but as yeſterday, 7ob 
viii. 9. it was but as it were yeſterday, 
and we were in the womb of nothing, had 
no being, and it will be but as it were to- 
morrow, and we ſhall diſappear, and be 


(as to this world) as if we had never been. 
We are cruſhed before the moth, Fob. 


the Grave, and ſhall come up no more. 
Yea, our Pictures and Statues remain 
freſh and firm, when we are gone down 
to the bars of the pit, and reſt * 
in the duſt, and our very Dogs, Horſes, 
live when we are dead and become meat 
for worms. 

This heart- affecting meditation; had 
a very great influence on a great Per/ian 
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King, who taking a view of his huge vaſt 
Army, wept, to think that within a hun- 
dred years, not one man of them would 
be left alive. Sinners, you are to look 
beyond the Grave, becauſe after death, 
the judgment, Heb. ix. 27. O then trem- 
ble to conſider, that you are all this day 
ſtanding before the door of Eternity, 
either on the brink of life, or on the brink 
of death, upon the borders of Heaven, 
or the mouth of Hell, and fhall ere long 


be made to ſee what is on the other fide * 


of the Wall; as ſoon as death hath ſhut 
your eyes, you ſhall ſee and know what 
you ſhall be for ever. If you are now 
unconverted, and without God in the 
World, you are almoſt come within the 
ſight of the burning Lake of Fire and 
Brimſtone ; but if Saints, you are almoſt 
within the view of the New Teruſalem ; 
if ungodly ſinners, you are almoſt within 
the dreadful noiſe of the Milſtones of 
wrath, and the rattlings of the fiery chains 
of the Priſoners of Hell, the dolorous 
out=cries and hideous roarings of the ſpi- 
rits in priſon, crying out one and all, O 
what evil, and an infinite evil aud bitter, 
bitter thing is fin, which we would not con- 
fider or believe till we came to this diſmal 
Place of torments! There you may od 
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the curſed, tormented unbeliever crying 
out upon his God-provoking, - Chriſt- 
rejecting, and Soul-murdering ſin of in- 
fidelity, ſaying in the anguiſh of his ſoul, 
If I had accepted of the remedy, I had not 
been in this doleful miſery, the Lord of Glory 
was at the door, I heard him knock a Jong 
time, but would not let him in, therefore is 
Hell's mouth ſhut upon me for ever, There 
the Swearers, Laars, Blaſphemers, that 
did tear and rend the Sacred Name of 
their Creator, and ſwear by the Blood 
and Wounds of their offered Redeemer, 
are heard with their hot and ſcorched 
tongues to bewail, that ever they ſhould 
take the Name of the infinitely holy God 
in vain. 

There the hypocritical and ſelf-hearted 
profeſſors, the ſinners in Sion cry out, 
and wiſh that either they had made no 
ſhew of love to Chriſt and. Holineſs at 
all,. or that they had loved him in ſince- 
rity, and above all, that ſo they might 
have eſcaped everlaſting burnings. 

There the impudent, ranting, ſwiniſh 
drunkard, that pleaſed his eye and palate 
with his pleaſant cups, ſparkling wine, 
and 2262 1 companions, is heard to wiſh 
in the agony of his ſoul, O that I had 
been ſober, OP ahs abſtemious, that /o 
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I might not have taſted of the wine of the 
wrath of God, which is red, and full of 
mixture, the dregs whereof 1 muſt be __ 
to drink for ever, Pſal. Ixxv. 8. Iſai. v 
There the filthy, 5 Adutterers, 
and Adultereſſes, that burned in their 
' helliſh luſts, which they were reſolved 
to ſatisfy, are heard to wiſh, O that we 
bad been ſober, modeſt, chaſte, and that 
our wanton, luſtful eyes had been ſtark 
blind, and never known or ſeen the face of 
man or woman ; that we might not pave 
ſuffered the vengeance of eternal fire, Jude 7. 
There the notoriouſly vile, abomina- 
ble Atheiſts; that mocked and ſcoffed at 
the belief of a Deity and Judgment to 
come, and that ſaid in the pride and 
ſtoutneſs of their hearts, let him make 
ſpeed, and haſten his work, that we may 
ſee it; for we have made a covenant with 
death, and with Hell are we at agree- 
ment, may be heard to roar and cry, 
O that we had heard, believed, and feared 
what was foretold Ly Minifters concerning 
this dark and dreadful place, before it was 
too late |! | | 
There the wordling and wretched 
Earth-worm, that made Earth his Hea- 
ven, Gold his God, and chiefeſt good, is 
heard to ſay in the bitterneſs of his heart, 
O that 
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O that I had never ſeen any Gold or Silver 
all my days, ſo that I might have had a 
better portion, or that I had with Lazarus 
begged my bread, ſo that I might not have 
come into this place of torment. 
There the numerous, fearful, cowardly 
Apoſtate and Backſlider in heart, who 
for fear of a little outward hardſhip, 
declined his profeſſed principles, and 
turned his back on Chriſt, and his per- 
ſecuted little lock, may be heard to wiſh, 
that either he had never known the way 
of Righteouſneſs, or that he had been 
faithful unto the death. 

Secure and ſadly deluded ſouls, con- 
ſider you are not far from this direful 
Gulf, where multitudes of ſouls lament 

and weep day and night; and certainly, 

if the horrible and amazing cries and 
yellings of thoſe infernal ſpirits, were 
ſounding in your ears, you would not 
reſt quiet in your beds and houſes. 

There were ſad and aſtoniſhing out- 
cries when the world was drowned, 
when Sodom was burned, to fee the 
clouds ſuddenly drop fire on their heads 
and houſes, and men, women, and chil- 
dren, burning together: but this was 
but a flea-bite, to that place where is 
weeping and gnaſhing oſ teeth s all 
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Eternity. Remember all you that forget 
God, the day of your calamity is at hand, 
and the things that ſhall come upon you 
make haſte, Deut. xxxli. 35. 

But if you are the ſervants of the Lord 
and real Saints, mourners in Sion, lift up 
your heads and hearts; for you belong 
to another place, a better Country, viz. 
To mount Sion, and to the City of the Liv- 
ing God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, and to 
an innumerable company of Angels; to the 
general Aſſembly, and church of the firſt- 
born, which are written in Heaven, and to 
God the Judge of all, and to the ſpirits of 
juſt men made perfect. And to Jeſus the 
Mediator of the New Covenant, end to the 
blood of fprinkling, that ſpeaketh better 
things than that of Abel, Heb. xii. 22, 
23, 24. And know, that you are al- 
moſt come within the hearing of theſe 
heavenly ſongs, eternal triumph, and 
Hallelujahs of Saints and glorious An- 
gels in your Father's houſe, Where you 
will have fulneſs of joy and pleaſure for 
evermore, Pſal. xvi. 11. . 

7. Conſider, Hou ſudden, violent, or 
unexpected your end may be. Therefore let 
none think or ſay they ſhall die in their 
neſt, or promife yourſelves a time of 
preparation by a long life, or a lingering 
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ſickneſs, conſumption, or ſuch like: 
Fearleſs, careleſs ſinners! you don't 
know what a night, or what an hour 
may bring forth; the rich man in the 
Goſpel, while he dreamed of many days, 
was arreſted by a killing and dreadful 
meſſage; Thou fool, this night thy ſoul 
ſhall be required of thee, Luke x11. 20, 
He lives not that knoweth, where, when, 
or how he ſhall die; ſome have gone to 
bed well, and died the ſame night: 
others have dropped dead from their 
horſes; ſome have died at their tables, 
whilſt the meat hath been in their 
mouths ; others have died 1n -their full 
ſtrengths, being wholly at eaſe and quiet, 
with breaſts full of milk, and bones 
moiſtened with marrow; others die in 
the bitterneſs of their ſouls, and never 
eat with pleaſure. They ſhall he down 
alike in the duſt, and the worms ſhall 
cover them, when they are brought to the 
Grave, and remain in the Tomb. Sirs, 
there are many dreadful inſtances in the 
Word of God, of the ſad and ſudden 
approach of this mercileſs meſſenger, 
death, which ſtands as ſo many ſea 
marks to give you warning, left death 
ſhould come in an hour you look not 
for it; and find you unprepared, 1 he 
ing 
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king of the Caldeans in his greateſt jol- 
lity, and having not a thought of death, 


ſaw an hand writing on the wall which 
was very terrible, and the ſame night 
was ſlain, While he was feaſting, and 
drinking wines and praiſing the gods of Gold 
and Silver : in the ſame hour came forth 
fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over 
againſt the Candleſtick upon the Plaister of 
the wall of the King's Palace; and the 


King ſaw the part of the hand that wrote: 


Then the King's countenance was changed 
and his thoughts troubled, ſo that the joints 
F his loins were looſed, and his knees ſmote 
one againſt another, Dan. v. 3, 4, 5, 6, 


and 30, death is the King of Terrors, 


and Terror of Kings. Good Hezekiab 
received a ſudden ſummons for death, 
la, xxxviii. 1. which made him turn 
his face to the wall, pray and weep ſore, 
and to chatter like a Crane, and mourn 
like-a Dove, in the bitterneſs of his ſoul, 
becauſe he was to go to the gates of the 
grave, and to the pit, where there is 
no hope. The firſt-born in Egypt were 


lain at: midnight, which made a great 


cry, Exod. xii. 29, 30. Korab and his 
wicked company were ſwallowed up in 
the midſt of their Rebellion, Num. xvi. 
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, 31. They went down quick into the 
pit, * all Iſrael fled at the cry of them. 
There died ſuddenly of the men of 
 Bethſhemeſh fifty thouſand and threeſcore 
and ten, becauſe they looked into the 
Ark, 1 Sam. vi. 19. And God many 
times taketh away the deſire of our eyes 
with a ſtroke, as he did Ezekie/'s wife, 
Ezek. xxiv. 16. Job's Children died at 
their banquet ; Iſphoſbeth was ſmitten and 
died in his ſleep, Ananias and Saphira 
being Huſband and Wife, died within 
three or four hours one of the other 
with a lie in their mouths, Ads v. 5, 10. 
The righteous judge many times ſhoots 
an Arrow ſuddenly at wicked men, who 
die in the act of ſin, P/al. Ixiv. 7. When 
they are about to fill their bellies, the 
Lord doth caſt the fury of his wrath up- 
on them, as he did upon the choſen men 
of Iſrael, Pſal. Ixxviii. 30, 31. Many 
times. God, to execute his fierce wrath, 
ſends out his deſtroying Angel, who 
will make dreadful work in a little time ; 
for in one night in the Camp of the- 
Aſſyrians, the Angel of the Lord ſmote 
an hundred and fourſcore and five ahou- 
ſand, that in the morning were all dead 
Corps, Ja. xxxvii. 36. How ſhort and 
uncertain is our hfe, ſubject every mo- 
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ment to the ſtroke of death, and which 
the leaſt crumb or fly may put an end 
unto, as it hath to many. And as our 
end may be ſudden, ſo alſo it may be 
violent; a mortal diſeaſe may invade 
both heart and head, and poor dying 
creatures many times are ſo diſtreſſed, 
and diſtracted, that they cannot think 
of any thing but their tormenting pain, 
being incapable to ſay any thing to God 
or men about their ſouls ! O how ſtupid 
and inſenſible do many ſouls make their 
paſſage into the other world! Like 
Nabal, or like a man in a Lethargy ; 
or as ſo many ſtocks or ſtones, and not 
awake till they awake in the flames of 
Hell. The rich man died; and in Hell 
he lift up his eyes; his firſt and ſecond 
death was very unexpected. All you ob- 
durate ſinners, ſtand here and wonder 
at the matchleſs mercy and infinite pa- 
tience of the great God in delaying the 
King of Terrors ſo long; God hath nor 
dealt fo kindly with thouſands of ſinners 
that are gone before unto judgment, 
and who went down to the pit in a 
moment. (witneſs the late dreadful 
plague) by the means of which a hun- 
dred thouſand ſouls were ſent into Eter- 
nity, O let not London nor England for- 
get 


6 
get that, and other tremendous judg- 


ments which our ſins have called for, 
leſt a worſe than any yet ſhould come 


upon us. The forgetting of our latter 


end is a deadly and provoking ſin, and 
that which will haſten judgment. Her 
filthineſs is in her ſcirts, ſhe remembred not 
her laſt end; therefore ſhe came down won- 
derfully, fhe had no comforter, | Lam, i. 9. 


8. Soner, That when * 25 
to ſtrike the firoke, your ſouls are ſtartled, 
your Eternity is caſt without change for ever: 
Then your immortal ſouls are for ſalva- 
tion, or damnation ; for eternal life, or 
eternal death; for an eternal Heaven, 
or eternal Hell. You ſadly beſotted 
ſouls! know and remember, while. you 
have a day, before the golden thread of 
life be cut, that if you be found with- 
out Chriſt, Faith, Repentance, Holi- 
neſs, but a moment after death, you 
are undone to Eternity. After death, 
all means and hopes fail, there is no 
work or device in the grave, Eccles. ix. 


God will be then irreconcileable, ſin un- 


pardonahle, Heaven not attainable, and 
your ſouls loſt irrecoyerably. And then 
the Devil, your bloody adverſary, will 
have his deſign upon you; he knoweth 
that 
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that if you: be his in life and death, that 
you are his for ever, and that he and 
you ſhall never part. Sinners, - this 1s 
certain, as the tree falleth, ſo it lyeth ; 
as is the ſeed, ſo will be the harveſt; 
if you do the Devil's work, you muſt 
have the Devil's wages; if you march 
under the command and conduct of the 
Prince of Darkneſs, and ſuffer him to 
lead and hurry you hither and thither at 
his will whilſt you hve, you will. be his 
Priſoners and ſRves in that dreadful 
dungeon of diſmal darkneſs after you 
are dead. 1 
Conſider, the Land of darkneſs is no 
place for ſervice, there is no repenting 
in the Grave, no Lord have mercy on us 
written upon Hell gates, no Sabbaths, 
no Sermon, no Miniſters there. Tis 
in the time of life that you are to labour, 
and make preparation. for Life Eternal ; 
becauſe according to your work and 
choice in this World, will be your ever- 
laſting Lot in the World that is to come. 
It is appointed for you once to die, and 
after death, Heb. ix. 27, The pale Horſe 
death goeth before, and hell, followeth 
after, Rev. vi. 8. There will be no 
change of your condition, the eternal 
ruin, or eternal welfare of your precious 
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ſouls depends on theſe few minutes, this 
ſwift ſtream of man's life, after it once 
turneth or declineth, ever runneth with 
a perpetual ebb, never floweth again; 
ſo that all that you leave undone now, 


will be undone for ever. If you die 


unbelievers, you will be unbelievers for 
ever; if you die under the guilt and 
power of fin and wrath of God, you will 
remain under the guilt of fin, and wrath 
of God for ever: but if you die holy, 
humble, mortified, fincere fouls, you 
will remain holy, heavenly, and in the 
favour of God for ever, Rev. xxi. He 
that is filthy, will be filthy ſtill; and he that 


is holy, will be holy ſtill: But the impe- 


nitent, unpardoned ſinner, though he 
live a hundred or a thouſand years in 
fatisfying his luſts, will be accurſt at 
laſt. Poor ſinners ! that read this little 
Treatiſe, let me beg you to up and be 
doing while it is day; the night will 
come, wherein you nor no man can 
work, Job. ix. 4. Then to your work 
with. might and main, while your candle 
is burning, your Sun ' ſhining , Will 
you yet leiter, and ſee your glaſs run- 
ning, your Sun ſetting, yourſelves dy- 
ing, and your ſouls periſhing? O ſeek 
the Lord while he may be found, Ifa. Iv. 6. 

| in 
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in an acceptable time, 2 Cor. vi. 2. be- 
fore the day paſs as the chaff, before the 
decree bring forth, before the evil day 
cometh, before they that look out of 
Windows be dark, and the keepers of 
the houſe begin to tremble, before the 
doors be ſhut in the ſtreets, and the filver 
cord be looſed, or the Pitcher he broken 
at the Fountain, before you are gone to 
your long home, and the ſpirit returned 
to God that gave it. | 5 b 

Conſider with yourſelves, are you fit 
to grapple with this mighty Monarch 
Death, are you freighted for this lon 
Voyage, and ready and willing to 2 
through this dark Entry; take heed, and 
fear, leſt you be found unfit; think upon 
the ſadly deluded Virgins, that had their 
Oil to buy when their lamps ſhould burn 
and ſo came to the door, but found it \ 2 
ſhut : think on poor Eau that was hunt- 
ing for Veniſon, while he loſt the Bleſſing. 

Poor periſhing ſouls! what do you in- 
tend to do? if you will work, it muſt 
be now or never; are you reſolved to 
ſeek and ſecure the Kingdom of God 
firſt, Mat. vi. 33. whilſt it is called to- 
day? or will you beſtow nothing but 
the dregs and ſnuffs of rotten old age 
upon God and your immortal Souls? O 
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that you might know in this your day 
the things which belong to your peace, 
before they be hid from your eyes! 
9. Laſtly, Conſider, That it is the moſt 
dreadful and amazing fight on this fide 
Hell, to ſee a Chriftleſs unbeliever breathing 
out his laſt. There are other ſad ſights, 
viz. to ſee a man ſtarving for want of 
bread, or dying for want of a Phyſician, 
or drowning for want of a Boat; or to 
ſee a man dead, a corps, a body without 
a ſoul: but ah! how ſad and aſtoniſhing 
a ſpectacle is it, to ſee a man near the 
coaſt of Eternity, viz. to behold a wretch- 
ed ſinner in his cold ſweats and dying 
groans, with his precious immortal Sou] 
ſtanding on his pale, cold, quiverin 
lips, and death the great etheustde wil 
King of Terrors marching furiouſly with 
his Writ of remove in one hand (not to 
be reverſt) and his deadly dart and ſting 
in the other hand; Conſcience on the 
wrack, barking, biting and tearing him 
like a Lion; the Devil, God's Executio- 
ner, looking on, and ſtanding by; the 
heart under dejecting and ſinking deſpair; 
the eyes dim and fixed; his heart- * 
ready to break with anguiſh ; his Wife, 
Children, Friends, at the bed fide weep- 
ing, ſighing, crying, wringing their 


hands 
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hands, beating their breaſts; the Wife 
crying out, alas my Huſband ! the Child 
crying out, alas my Father! The poor pe- 
riſhing ſoul all this while looking back- 
ward upon its miſpent time, and by paſt 
ſins, inward upon his own heart, a dread- 
ful ſight! where he ſeeth no Chriſt, no 
Graces, no purity, nothing but ſin, guilt, 
death, darkneſs : Then Jookin up to 
that God that has been provoked, to that 
Chriſt that hath been rejected, to that 
heaven and Eternity that he hath loſt; 
and looking downward to that dark and 
dreadful pit, that muſt be his place and 
portzon Faith a fearful looking for of 
judgment) ſeeing the Devils come and 
ready to ſeize upon him. O what a dread- 
ful out- cry and ſhriek will the Soul make 

when it departs, perceiving itſelf ſinkin 
down, down to the burning Lake, 100 
bottomleſs pit, where he muſt take up his 
lodging with devouring fire to all eternity 
The pangs of death, the world's loſs, 
anguiſh of Conſcience, and frights of 
Hell meeting together, will make a man 
perfectly miſerable, and force him to cry 
out with curſed Cain, Gen. iv. 13. My 
puniſhment is greater than I can bear; 
or to ſay, with the ſadly afflifted Church, 
Behold no ſorrow like unto my ſorrow. 
4 r 
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And if the dreadful reflection of a guilty 
accuſing Conſcience be fo tormenting 
here, what will the whole flame and Sea 
of wrath be, when poured out to the very 
utmoſt. - 

Senſeleſs ſinners! conſider, this may 
be your doleful caſe when you come to 
die, viz, to have ſuch ſorrow and wrath 
with your ſickneſs, Ecclef. v. 17. For 
| there is no Peace to the wicked, ſaith my 
God: not one word in all the Bible, but 
ſpeaks terror in life and death, though the 
inner lives a hundred years, he ſhall be 
accurſt; he dieth under all the curſes 
written in God's Book; yea, under that 
moſt dreadful Goſpel-curſe, 1 Cor. vi. 22. 
The apprehenſion of which will cauſe 
ſuch diſtraction of ſpirit, and ſad reflec- 
tions of guilt, which will make them 
curſe their God and their King; looking 
down to the it, roaring out,” Who among 
us ſhall Teh with devouring fire? who 
among us faall qwell with everlaſting 
burnings ? Therefore be wiſe to conſider 
this, all ye that forget God, Jef be tear 
you in pieces, and there be none to deliver, 
Pſal. 1. 22. ; 


And as it is dreadful and amazing to 
fee the unbelieyer dying; fo on the con- 
trary, 'tis comfortable and reviving to 

| | | ſee 
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ſee the godly man dying, becauſe his 
ultimum 1s his optimum, his laſt is his beſt, 
The day of his death is better than the day 
of his birth, Eccl. vil. 1. his end is peace, 
Pſal. xxxvil. 37. 1 

God at peace, conſcience at peace, 
and all at peace; O bleſſed ſight ! to ſee 
the heaven - born panting ſoul going out 
of the World upon the Wings of joy, 
calmneſs, and ſerenity of ſpirit, with 
full ſail for Heaven; longing and crying 
out, make no tarrying, O my God! 
haſte, my beloved, haſte ; ſo come Lord 
Jeſus ; I deſire to depart, and to be with 
Chriſt, which is the beſt of all, Phil. i. 23. 

Tou have heard what are the great 
things to be conſidered, namely, that 
an end will certainly be, this world is 
no place of continuance ; they that now 
ſee you, ere long will ſee you no more for 
ever. You have heard that your preſent 
things will periſh ; that fin, ſo full of 
deadly poiſon, will leave a ſting, a dart 
that will ſtrike through your Liver; 
and that the caſe of the wicked will be 
doleful, dreadful, yea, deſperate, when 
they come to die; for when death comes, 
your ſoul then will be ſtated ſo as there 
can be no alteration to eternity. 

| „ The 
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The next thing is, to peak to the 
reaſons why it is a duty and matter of 
ſuch moment to conſider, are theſe fol- 
lowing: 

Reaſ. 1. Is taken from God, becdhſe 
tbe only wiſe, gracious, moſt indulgent, and 
Jonl-compaſſlonating God wwiſheth it, and that 
moſt vehemently. O that they were wiſe ! that 
they underſtood this, that they would confider 
their latter end! Sirs, in this patheti- 
cal Option, or deſire, there is the very 
tender bowels of God: this is the very 
language of his heart, and it 1s, as if he 

| had (after the manner of men) ſpoken 
thus to his faithful ſervant Moſes. I have 
but one wiſh or requeſt, and all is com- 
. prehended in this one, viz. that thou 
ſhouldſt go and tell them from me, that 
they muſt be wiſe to conſider this, to re- 
member the days of old, and the years 
of many Generations what I have done 
for them in chuſing them above all the 
Nations of the World to be my Treaſure, 
Portion and peculiar People” and be- 
cCauſe I love them I have delivered them, 

wrought wonders for them in Egypt, the 
Red Sea, and in the Wilderneſs; and 
have kept them as tenderly as the apple 
of mine eye, carrying them upon Eagle's 
wings, but yet let them know, that 25 
ave 


* 
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have forgotten me, provoked me, and 
that their end is like to be miſerable ; for 
a fire is kindled in mine anger, and un- 
leſs they do ſpeedily conſider it, * 
burn to the loweſt Hell. | 

Now your ſouls in peril, . which. is 
beſt ?- to: thwart, croſs, and grieve your 
well-wiſhing, deareſt, - beſt, and only 
Friend ;- or to pleaſe and gratify your 
profeſſed, deadly, implacable enemy ? 
Your Adverſary the Devil cannot endure 
that you ſhould think of Death, or dy- 
ing; for if Satan, that old Serpent, 
would permit and ſuffer you to look into 
Hell, he could neither drag nor draw you 
thither at his pleaſure. And will you go 
on in the ways of ſin and death? or be- 
think yourſelves whoſe you are, what 
you have done, whither you are going, 
and what is like to become of you when 
your breath is gone, what proviſion you 
have made for the other World, that ſo. 
the great buſineſs between God and your 
ſouls may be made up. 

Sinners! if the infinitely holy, juſt, 
and righteous God did deſire, or deſign 
your ruin and deſtruction, he would not 
have excited you to this ſolemn and ſe- 
rious conſideration of the end of Sin, 
Death, and Eternity, until it were too 

5 c late, 
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late, and you left ithout Remedy; ſo 
that what is here intended, hath a ten- 
dency to make you happy if it be regard- 
ed. O that they were Wiſe, &c, 

— — 

Reaſ. 2. Becauſe a dtep, ſerious, and 
beart- affecting conſideration of death and 
the grave will both realize it, and repre» 
feut it as near, even at the door, and 
make it ta flaud in open view; whereas 
things looked upon at a diſtance, whe- 
ther they be good, or whether they be 

evil, but have a little, if any influence: 

now a fixed and hearty conſideration 
will give it as it were a being for future 
things, and bring them near, ſo that 
you may really converſe with thaſe 
things: 
A dp odly man that bath a view 
of unſeen ngs by Divine Contempla- 
tion here, upon the wings of Faith and 
H he may aſcend up to Heaven, and 
— a turn in the golden ſtreets of the 
New Teruſalem, as the Prophet ZEzetzel 
was in the Viſion of God at Jeruſalem in 
his mind, when his body was by the River 
Chebar among the Captives in the. Land 
of the Chaldeans ; ſo likewiſe thoſe ſadly 
wounded ſpirits, who through fear of 
death, are all their life-time ſubject to 
bondage, being exerciſed with 2 = 
flicts, 
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flicts, and under powerful cutting and 
killing convictions of ſin and miſery 
have ſuch dark and diſmal thoughts and 
apprehenſions of hell and the wrath of 
God, which makes them ever and a- 
non to enter into the Chambers of death, 
and viſit the Priſoners of the Pit, and 
look upon that black Gulf and flery Fur- 
nace to be ſo near, that they are on the 
brink of it falling down continually. 
This hath been the caſe of many of God's 
precious ones, who are now in Heaven 
above all theſe fears and frights that were 
once more bitter than death: And, oh! 
how many travelling with theſe pangs 
and agonies of Soul, are ready to cry out 
with holy Job, Chap. vi. 4. The Arrows 
of the Almighty are within me, the poiſon 
whereof drinketh up my Spirit, the terrars 
of God do ſet themſelves in array again 
ne. Such is the nature of meditation, 
or conſideration, that it will cauſe future 
and remote things to have a real, power- 
ful, and deep impreſſion on our minds. 
As for inſtance : - 9 8 

A Merchant in India, by his medita- 
tion or contemplation, may converſe 
with his Affairs, his Wife, Children, and 


Friends in England; or a Merchant that's 
walking on the Exchange in London, 
5 F 6 * 
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may have his mind and thoughts in Spain 
or Italy, or elſewhere. A Malefactor, 
caſt into Priſon fot ſome notorious crime, 
may long before the Aſſizes converſe 
with all the fad circumftances of his 
Trial, he may (in his thoughts) ſee him-- 
ſelf brought to the Bar, ſtanding before 
a terrible Judge to hear his indictment 
read, the Charg'd prov'd, his doom and 
ſentence pronounc'd, and ſee (as it were) 
himſelf at the place of his Execution, 
with the Rope about his Neck, which 
muſt immediately hang him. And” if 
you would in good earneſt ſet yourſelves 
to conſider your latter end, you may re- 
ally and heart-affectingly converſe with 
Old-age, Weakneſs, Sickneſs, your death- 
bed, ſhort-breathing, cold ſweats, dying 
pangs and groans, winding-ſheet, coffin, 
and ſee yourſelves (as it were) ſtretched 
out, nail'd up, and on the ſhoulders of 
men carrying to the Grave, where Worms 
and. filthy Vermin muſt feed upon you. 

The Servants of God and Saints of old 
have. done this with great ſucceſs, and 
ſoul-advantage, and fo ſhould you. They 
have reckoned or counted their Lives by 
Days, becauſe they were every day hable 
to Death, and expected it daily. Teach 
as to number our days, ſays Moſes, Pal. 

| | XC, 12. 
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XC. 12. Fewo and evil bave the days of. 
my life been, ſaid old Jacob. For man 


that is born of a woman, is of few aays,, © 


Job i. 1, 5. All- the time of which (ſaid 
Job) will I wait till my change come, Job 
xiv. 14. For 1 know that thou wilt bring 
me to death, and to the houſe (a dark houſe) 
appointed for all living: And Chap. xvii. 1. 
he ſaid, my breath is corrupt, my days are 
extinft, the Grave is ready for me; where 
ver he went or came, he was looking 
for a Grave. Again; by conſideration. 
we may not only look to the Grave, but 
beyond it, to the great tranſactions, and 
aſtoniſhing things that ſhall be after 
death. We may converſe with the World's. 
burning, Chriſt's coming, the Trum- 
pets ſounding, the graves opening, the 
Dead's riſing, the Wicked's roaring, 
who (as jolly as they are) ſhall then cry 
to dead and deaf Mountains and rocks to 
fall on them, to hide them from the 
dreadful face of the now lighted Son of 
God; for in that great day of his fierce 
and terrible wrath, they will nat be able 
to ſtand, Rev. vi. 16, 17. | 
By this realizing believing conſidera- 

tion, we may ſee the Judge ſtanding be- 
hind the door; and the ſon of God (as 
it * to break forth of the 

Clouds 
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Clouds with power and great glory, as 
Hierom did, who ſaid, whether I eat or 
drink, I hear this voice in my ears, 
Ariſe ye dead, and come to judgment. Now 
if a right conſideration of the great 
things to come be ſo penetrating, and 
heart-awakening, let leath, which al- 
ways doggeth you at your heels, be 
often upon your thoughts; your heads 
and hearts too ſhould be much upon it: 
every night you he down, and every 
morning you ariſe, let there be ſome 
ſerious and awful thoughts of Death and 
Eternity. That which many have en- 
graven on their Rings, viz. Remember 
10 die; let it be by the pen of a Diamond 
written on your hearts. It's ſtoried of 
Philip of Macedon, that he laid a charge 
upon one of his Servants to come every 
morning into his Chamber, and pro- 
claim this, that he was mortal: and if 
a heathen were ſo careful of keeping 
the memory of his mortality, much more 
_ ſhould a Chriſtian. We ſhould always 
remember the days of darkneſs, and 
keep life and — heaven and hell 
before us, there being but a ſtep be- 
tween us and death. The negle& and 
want of this, was Ifrael's ſin, and Jeru- 
alem's too, She did not remember her 1 

end, 
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end, therefore ſhe came down wonderfully, 
Lam. 1. 9. and -this God, who would 
have us remember and conſider, doth 
ſadly complain of by the Prophet, Ja. 

i. 3. calling Heaven and Earth to wit- 
neſs for him. Hear, O Heavens! and 
give ear, O Earth! the Ox knoweth bis 
owner, and the Aſs bis Maſter's Crib, but 
Iſrael doth not know, my people doth not 
confider. | f 
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Reaſ. 3. A ſerious conſideration of your 
latter * (through grace) will prove an 
abſolute and ſovereign Antedote to expell the 
greateſt evil (yea, a means to eſcape an in- 
finite loſs) viz. fin and the dreadful effefts 
and conſequences of it. 4 OWE 
What is the caufe of that innundation 
and ſea of Wickedneſs, and moſt pro- 
digious fins that are now in the World, 
and in this Nation, in every City, Town, 
and Place, and in moft Families, among 
all ranks and degrees of men, viz. Ma- 
giſtrates, Miniſters, People, Parents, 
Children, "Maſters, Servants, but this, 
their not duly and deeply 9 
their latter end? This we find lai 
down in the Word of God to be one. 
"ih | main 
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main ground of all ſin, and of the neg- 
le& of duties. 

You careleſs ſouls! did you believe 
and remember that you muſt die, and 
come to judgment, that your naked 
ſouls, and naked fins, muſt ſhortly ſtand 
before the moſt tremendous, direful 
Judge of quick and dead, the reflection 
| hereof would be as a knife at your 
throats, as a ſword at your breaſts, or as 
a hand-writing on the wall, to retard 
and hinder ybur conſtant and deſperate 
courſe of wickedneſs, 

'O what horrid, helliſh outrages are 
now committed, and that deliberately, 
impudently, obſtinately, even againſt 
the light of Nature, Conſcience, Scrip- 
ture ! What Curſing, Lying, Swearing, 
Blaſpheming, Sabbath- Un. . Cheat- 
ing, Couzening, Stealing! What wan- 
tonneſs, Filthineſs, uncleanneſs, Swi- 
niſh Bunkconfet Covetouſneſs, Earthly 
mindedneſs! What Mocking, Scoffing, 
Wrath, Envy, Malice, Pride, Paſſion, 
and Spiritual Wickedneſs too, as Unbe- 
lief, Atheiſm, Impenitency, Hypocriſy, 
Apoſtachy, Hatred of God, his People, 
Miniſters, ways and Ordinances, every, 
where aboundeth! Men declare their 


ſin like Sodom; and are not aſhamed of 
che 
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the unfruitful works of darkneſs, and 
why ? but becauſe they do not ſet their 
minds and hearts upon their latter end. 

Poor dying ſinners! let me (out of 
tender compaſſion to your bleeding, and 
almoſt ſinking Souls) intreat you as for 
the Lord's fake, to go down to the 
grave, to go down to Hell in your 
thoughts, and ſtop here, and think of 
the King of Terrors, the worm of con- 
ſcience, the approach of Devils, the 
burning Lake, the bottomleſs Pit, the 
loſs of God, of Chriſt, of Heaven, and 
your . precious ſouls; remember thoſe 
fierys ſcorching, endleſs flames, the pre- 
ſence and company of Devils, Repro- 
bates and damned Spirits; and your 


ſweet morſels will be gall and wormwood 


to you. Theſe amazing things being 
truly reflected on, will be as Lightning 
in your eyes, Thunder in your ears, as 
Thorns, Darts, and Swords in your 
fleſh, as Poiſon in your bowels, as Fire 
in your bones, to compel and force 
you ſpeedily to curb and check the reins 
of your helliſh luſts, that ſo you might 
fly from the wrath to come. 

Did you but view the dark and cold 
grave, and hot hell that 1s ſo near, you 
would rather ſtarve or die, than run to 

that 
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that exceſs of riot; you could not ſleep, 
and ſnort, dance and ſport upon the pit's 
brink under ſuch a conſideration. - 

But forget all this, baniſh the thoughts 
of God, Death, and Hell, and you will 
run and ruſh into ſin, as the horſe into 
the Battle, Late 12. 45. crying peace, 
peace, till danger, death, and deſtruc- 
tion come, 1 The. 

This was that mighty ſin that ripened 
Yeruſalem for ruin, and brought her 
down. wonderfully, Her Fithinefs is in 
ber ſkirts, ſhe remembereth not her laſt end. 
The Lord complaineth by the Prophet 
Jaiab of the ſame thing, Iſrael doth 
not know, my people doth not conſider : 
But what follows, a finful Nation, a 
people laden with iniquity, a feed of evil 
daers ; they have forſaken' the Lord, they 
have provoked the hily ene of Ifrael. 
Compare Lam. i. 6. Ja. i. 3, 4. 

But he that doth that which is laws 
ful and right, ſhall ſave his foul alive; 
who is that? He that conſidereth, and 
turneth away from all his tranſgreſſions | 
that he hath committed, he ſhall ſave his 
ſoul, whatſoever doth periſh, that man 

ſhall never periſh, Ezek, xviii. 14. - : 
q ea 
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Real. 4. The confideration of your latter 
end, will be a powerſul incentive to make 
you exert, and put forth the greateſt induſtry 
in a way of duty: Yea, it will certainly 
have an influence upon all our duties, 
and upon all our graces; for conſidering - 
and doing are frequently joined toge- 
ther, P/al. xli. 1. Prov. xxx1. 16. She 
confidereth a field, and buyeth it: I thought 
on my ways, or conſidered my ways, and 
turned my feet unto thy Teſtimonies, Pſal. 
cxix. 59. Lam. 3. 40. Heb. x. This, if 
any thing, will make you ſerious, dili- 
gent, and conſtant in any duty, and 
to work while it is day, before the night 
cometh, wherein no man can work, 
The Apoſtle exhorts, to confider one 
another, to provoke to love and good works ; 
and ſo much the more as ye ſee the day ap- 
Proaching, Heb. x. 24, 25. The re- 
membrance of the day of our Death, 
and of our paſſing into Eternity, with a 
deep impreſſion of- it upon the heart, 
will be as a voice of thunder, ſpeaking 
to the ſecure ſenſeleſs ſinner. Awake, 
awake, thou that ſleepeſt, open thine 
eyes, ſtand upon thy feet, and den 
an 


| 
| 
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and ſee what a ſea of blood and wrath is 


here. See and believe, believe and 
conſider, conſider and fear, fear and 


fly, and make haſte in thy work: thy 


work 1s great and weighty, diverſions 
are many, adverſaries are ſtrong, thy 
ſtrength 1s ſmall, thy time is ſhort, thy 
account 1s great, Death and Judgment 


are at the door, therefore up and be 


doing, now or never. oor 

You ſlow and flothful ſouls! let your 
apparent and inevitable danger ſuddenly 
provoke and ſpur you unto your duty, to 
ſeek the Lord in a time accepted, before 
the door of Life be ſhut, God withdrawn, 
and Mercy quite gone. 

The prophaneſt ſea-man will ſigh, 
mourn, pray, promiſe, vow, if death 


and danger looks him in the face; when 


the ſhip was like to be broken, and 
death threatened immediately to ſur- 
prize them, the Mariners were ſore 
afraid, and cryed every one to his God. 
And this the very light of Nature dic- 
tated to the ſhip- maſter (though a Hea- 


then) that then it was no ſeaſon to ſleep: 


What meaneſt thou, O ſleeper ! ariſe, and 


call upon thy God; i, ſo be that God will 


think upon us that we periſh not, Jonah. 1. 
6. And the moſt notorious ene 
ur- 


( 141 ) 


Murderers will pray in Priſon, or when 


they come to the Gallows, the Place of 


Execution: 


When the moſt righteous Judge ſent 


his deſtroying Angel to the City of Lon- 
don, and other places in the year 65; 
for the dreadful fear of which many 


thouſands did fly, and many thoufands 


did fall, viz. the Carcaſes of men like 
dung, upon the ground, and as handfuls 
after the harveſtman. When death did 


knock at a thouſand doors in one night, 


O what confeſſing of ſin, faſtings, cry- 
ings, and importunate knocking was 
there at the throne of grace; (and it may 
be by many perſons and families, that 
prayed but little before or ſince) that 
God would pity, pardon, and remove 
that amazing, ſweeping Judgment, 
which is now almoſt £16 May Upon 
an awakening apprehenſion of Niniveb's 
fatal ruin, the King and his Nobles de- 
creed and proclaimed a Faſt, and en- 
Joined every' one to cry wightily to God, 

Tonah | Iii. 7 
Sinners, were you but truly ſenſible 
of your peril, you would pray to pur- 
poſe, viz. more ardently, more in- 
wardly, more deeply, more affection- 
ately than ever you have done. It was 
a 


% 


\ 


ſaid in his heart, The days of mourning for 


God for pardon. Holy Job, when he 
conſidered of Death and 7 40 ſet 


thoſe two gracious Kings, Hezetiab and 
David to weep and pray in the bitterneſs 
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a ſuppoſed danger, and that of death, 
that cauſed Jacob to weep and make 
ſupplication ; For Eſau hated Jacob, and 


my father are at hand, then will I flay my © 
brother Jacob, Gen. xxvii. 42, and Jacob 
was greatly afraid and diſtreſſed, Gen. 
xxxi. 7. which made. him ſo importunate 
with God for deliverance, and he pre- 
vailed, Gen. xxxi. 11. Ho. xii. 4. Poor 
ſinners ! your caſe is dangerous, (1 will 
not ſay deſperate) but you are ignorant 
of it; you do not know that you. are 
poor, miſerable, blind, and naked; 
were you but ſenſible that you are liable 
to the wrath of God, the ſtroke and 
ſting of Death every moment, it would 
conſtrain. you to cry mightily to 


Prayer to work, and ſaid, V by doft thou 
not pardon my tranſgreſſion, and take away 
mine iniquity ; for now ſhall I fleep in the 
duft-? O that thou wouldſt hide me in the 
grave, that thou wouldſt keep me ferret till 
thy. wreth: be. paſt, that thou wouldſi ap- 
point me a ſet time, aud remember me, Job 
Vii. 21. and xiv. 13. This alſo made 


of 


„ 

of their ſouls. In thoſe days was Heze- 
Ekiah fick unto death, and Iſaiah tbe Pro- 
phet came unto him and aid, Thus ſaith 
the Lord, Set thy houſe in order, for thou 
ſhalt die, and not live, then Hezekiah 
turned bis face to the wall, and wept ſore, 
and prayed to the Lord, Ifa xxxviii. 1, 
2, 4 

David, n the rden of death 


compaſſed him, and the pains of Hell 


got hold of him, then (ſaid he) I called 
on thee Lord, O Lord I beſeech thee 


Eliver my ſoul, Pſal. 116, 3, 4. Jonah - 


that could ſleep in the ſhip, prayed 1n 


the Whale's belly, Out of the belly of hell 


cried J, and thou heardeſs my voice, Jo- 
nah 11, 2. The Apoſtle Peter, and 
Chriſt himſelf preſſeth Prayer from the 
conſideration of the end of the World, 
The end of all things is at hand, be ye 1 there: 
fore ſober, and watch unto prayer, 1 Pet. 
iv. 7. And, Pray, (faith Chriſt) bat 
you may eſcape all theſe things, and ſtand 


before the Son of man, Luke xxi. 36. Nei- 


ther doth our dear Lord Jeſus preſs that 
on us, which he did not practiſe; for 
being ſenſible of the bitter and moſt 


dreadful cup of his Father's wrath, he ' 


prayed, Father, if it be "poſſible, bet this 
Cup paſs, * xxvi. 33. 


os 


Sinners! 
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Sinners! let me tell you, as ſecure 
and ſenſeleſs as you are, an awakening 
impreſſion of approaching Death and 
Judgment upon your ſouls, would be 
as the cry at midnight to excite and ſtir 
you up, to get in your Oyl, and to 
trim your Lamps. The Virgins, both 
wiſe and fooliſh, were all aſleep, and 
ſecure enough, until that ſudden -and 
amazing cry was heard, Behold the. Bride- 
gon cometh, go you forth to meet him, 
at. xXxvi. 6. Then they all aroſe and 
trimmed their Lamps. Tis the ſtorm 
and rain that haſtens the Bee into the 
Hive, that brings the Traveller into his 
Inn, the Ship into the Harbour: So 
likewiſe the ſenſe of Death, the dead. 
and drozy Profeſſor unto his Prayer. 
In their Gs, they will ſeek me * 
Hoſ, v. 15. 

An E affecting Meditation of un- 
changeable eternity, will be as a voice 
from the Clouds, crying, Haſte ſi inner, 
haſte, poſt haſte; haſte as for thy life in 
the atk of Faith;and Repentance, in part- 
ing. with. fin, and cloſing with Jeſus Chriſt, 
without which'there will be no hope, Noah 
was moyed with fear, and prepared, and 

ot into the Ark, to the ſaving of his 
Fous when the ſecure deluded Wang 
| 1e 
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died by the deluge, Heb. xi. 7. Knowing 
the terror of the Lord, we Perſuade men, 
2 Cox. * , 

You wretched ſinners, that will not 
believe or * * you are juſt 
dropping into the pit: if you had but a 
little cranny to into the other 
World, how violent and reſolute would 
you be in the ſpeedy proſecution of your 
known duty; you would examine, prove, 
and try yourſelves; you would read, hear, 
meditate, watch, pray, repent, fear, 
love, obey more e id you ſee 
the night will come, is coming, and that 
the days of darkneſs ſhall be many, 
I. 1 you do, you will do it with your . 
might, Eccleſ. ix. 10. Now before the 
decree bring forth, before the day paſs as 
the Chaff, before the * anger f the 
Lord come upon you, ſeek ye the Lord; 
for how ſhall you eſcape, if you neglect ſa 515 
great JA 4 . ll. 2, 3. | 
ll. 3. 
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Rear 5. You. are to confider your | 
latter end, becauſe here lietb your bet 
wiſdom; O that, they were wiſe, Sc. 
If you would be ſo wiſe as to exceed all 
the wiſe men, * * and Politi- 


cians 
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cians in the world, it muſt be in conſi- 
dering of, and preparing for your end. 
Sirs, in this you are moſt concerned, be- 
caufe hereby you will promote your own 
intereſt; for it will make a man oy 
table to himſelf, wiſe for himſelf, 
Xxii. 2. Prov. ix. 12. Tis true wildem 
to underſtand this, viz. to be wiſe to 
that which 1s good, Rom. xvi. 19. to be 
wiſe in Chriſt, to ſecure the chie eſt good 
is the beſt wiſdom. 

There are many worldly wiſe men, 
who, while they live, provide for every 
thing but death, and they are often ready 
to die, before they begin to live, (in a 
ſpiritual ſenſe) and is it not a very unfit 
and ſad ſeaſon, to prepare for death when 
it is a burthen to live? And indeed, ſuch 
are the many evils attending Old Age, 
that men can have no pleaſure in them, 
Eccigſ. xii. 1. And ſhall theſe be ac- 
counted the only wiſe men, that are but 
wiſe in their Generation to get the World, 
to purſue lying vanities, and forſake their 
own mercies, to hew out Ciiterns, broken 
Ciſterns that can hold no water, and 
forſake the Fountain of living water ? 
This is to prefer Pebbles before Pearls, 
to gain Earth, and to loſe Heaven, Jer. 
ii. 13. Jonah li-8. Mat. xvi. 26. 1 
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be happy for a time, and miſerable to 
Eternity. „ 38853 Bt aid wh 

True wiſdom, and ſerious conſidera- 
tion, is exerciſed about things good and 
evil: yea, tis converſant about the beſt 
good, how it may attain it; and about 
the worſt evil, how it may impede, a- 
void, and eſcape it; chuſing the moſt a- 
dequate and effectual means to bring it 
to paſs. - This excellent divine wifdom, 
is proper and profitable to direct, Prov. 
x. 10. and ſo it doth every conſidering 
godly man, while he lives, firſtly and 
firmly to ſecure that which he hath of 
greateſt value, viz. a precious ſoul more 
worth than any thing he ſtands poſſeſſed 
of: If all the Rocks were pearls, all the 
Earth and Heaven Gold; or if all the 
water in this vaſt Ocean was converted 
into Cryſtal, or the moſt precious ſtones 
in the World, and put all in one ſcale, 
and the Soul into the other ſcale, the Soul 
would weigh it all down. Our dear Lord 
tells us, that the gaining of the whole 
World 1s an invaluable conſideration to 
the loſs of one Soul, Mat. xvi. So that 
he muſt be wiſe indeed, that hath gotten 
a Cabinet for this rare incomparable Jew- 
el, where it will be for ever ſafe. He 
that winneth- Souls SIM — 
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of a meer man, Prov. xi. 30. and ſure 
then he is fo that ſaves is own, Again, 
he that conſidereth his end, is the very 
way to procure and make the beſt friend 
that will certainly ſtand him in ſtead to 
purpoſe, and in the greateſt peril, viz. 
God, Chriſt, Angels, Saints, Conſcience, 
Scripture, his real friends. When once 
the breach is made up between God and 
the poor Soul, who can harm or hurt it? 
If God be for us, who can be againſt us? 
Rom. viii. 1 will lay me down and ſleep 
in peace, Pſal. xiv. 8. Moreover, he 
provideth againſt the greateſt wants, by 
laying up for a ſpending time. There 
was not a man to be found in all Egypt 
ſo wiſe as Joſeph, who foreſeeing their 
want, filled the ſtorehouſes againſt the 
years of Famine; he that gathereth his 
meat in the Summer (ſaith Solomon) is wiſe 
Prov. x. 8 Conſider the time of Youth 

is your Summer; old age, a ſick-bed, 
is not a gathering but a ſpending time, 
and you are not wiſe, wiſe towards God, 
wiſe for your precious ſouls, that do not 
make it your buſineſs to trade and lay 
up a ſtock and ſtore againſt that time. 
Many a filly foul like the wanton Graſs- 
hopper, leaps and ſkips, chirps and ſings 
all the Summer, and when the Winter 

| cometh, 
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cometh, periſheth for want: But the 
truly ſerious and conſidering ſoul, like 
the laborious Bee or Ant, teils or labours 
in the Summer: And that man might 
put off ſloth, and learn his duty, and 
ſo provide for time to come, Solomon 
ſends him to the Ant, Go to the Ant, thou 
ſuggard, conſider her ways, and be wiſe, 
which provideth her meat in the Summer, 
and gathereth her food in Harveſt, Prov. 
vi. 6, 8. And ſo the wile in heart, that 
trade for. eternity, lay up the beſt ſup- 

lics againſt the evil day, which are the 
favour of God, and intereſt in Chriſt, 
pardon of fin, peace of Conſcience, 'a 
ſtock of prayers; rich and choice expe- 
riences, and love-tokens of their Father's . 
favour, the evidences for their Heavenly 
Country. This 1s the hidden and Hea- 
venly Treaſure of the Godly-mari, who 
only is called the man of Wiſdom, 
Mich, w. G - „ 

Beſides, he preventeth the worſt evils, 
viz. the guilt of Sin, the ſting of Death, 
ſorrows of Hell, terrors of Conſcience, 
the wrath of God, the loſs of God, his 
Soul, and Heaven. This infinite, and 
irreparable evil or loſs he ſhall never 
ſuſtain, becauſe this timely conſidera- 
tion of Death and. Judgment, will be 


(. -150 ) 


zs means td fit him for it. They that 


were ready went into the Marriage, Mat. 


XXV. 10. 9 


But for you that are careleſs of your 
immortal Souls, that think not of Death, 
that will not conſider your latter end (if 


infinite mercy do not ſpeedily prevent) 


you will certainly die without wiſdom ; 
if you do not ſeaſonably ſecure your 
ſouls, make God and Chriſt your friends, 


| _ (while the poor people of God lay up 4 


treaſure in Heaven) a good foundation 
againſt the time to come. You will trea- 


ſure up wrath againſt- the day of wrath,, 


and revelation of the righteous Judgment of 
God,” Rom. ii. 5. And this is the dole- 
ful caſe of many worldly wiſe men, and 
of thoſe too whoſe office and employ- 
ment is to keep, (if it might be) others 
alive, viz. to cure diſeaſes, and prevent 
Death. It is obſerved concerning Para- 
celſus, a great Phyſician, a man very 
- ſkilfuin Chimical Experiments, that he 
bragged and boaſted, that he had attain- 
ed to ſuch wiſdlom in diſcerning the con- 
ſtitutions of men, and in ſtudying reme- 
dies, that whoſoever did follow his 
Rules, and keep his Directions, ſhould 
never die by any diſeaſe, . caſually he 
might, and of old age he muſt, but he 
2 N would 


n 
would undertake to ſecure his health a- 
ainſt Diſeaſes. A bold and moſt pre- 
fumptucge undertaking: but he who by 
Art promiſed to protect. others, . could 
not by his Art make himſelf a Protection 
in the prime of his Age, who- died 
before, or when he had lived but thirty 
reg. | ; 
Poor Mortals ! ſith that you can't pre- 
vent death, it is your wisdom'to prepare 
for it; and for as much as you cannot by 
any means, power, or ſkill, keep off the 
ſtroke of death, get. while. you. may, - a 
remedy or Antidote 'againſt the. ſting. 
of Death, that when you die, you may 
not die unpreparedly, or die without 
wisdom. For man in honour that under- - 
ſtandeth not, is like the beaſt that perijheth, 
Pſal. xlix. 20. So did that miſerable mis- 
taken rich man, who (though by him- 
ſelf or others judged wiſe) in the account 
of the only wiſe God, was a very fool; 
who providing only for the time of life, 
and not for death, did deſerve the name 
of thou fool, this night thy ſoul ſhall be. 
required, Luke xii. 20. A dark and 
dreadful night indeed, in which he 
loſt both Worlds at once, Earth and 
Heaven too. And will you ſay that you 
are wiſe, and not conſider what your end 
a EE 
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mall be? The five Virgins are called 
fooliſh Virgins. But why ? Becaufe they 
did not make proviſion for the Bride- 
groom's coming, and when they came 
to the door, it was ſhut upon them ; ah! 
ſad and dreadfu] diſappointment, Matt. 
xxv. 10. „ | 

But the diligent and prepared ſoul, 
that hath gotten in his oil, and made all 
ready, is in a capacity to look upon 
Death with a ſmiling aſpect, becauſe the 
deadly poiſon and ſting 1s out, and it 
can but kill the body, 1t is not able to 
hurt the ſoul : But the ſleepy ſecure ſin- 
ner will be dreadfully ſurprized, as Bel- 
ſhazzar was by the hand-writing that 
appeared on the wall, the terrifying and 
amazing ſight of which changed his 
countenance, and troubled his thoughts, 
ſo that neither his Wine, his Wives, or 
Concubines, could comfort him, who 
had lifted up himſelf againſt the Lord of 
Heaven, Dan. v. | 3 
Sinners! Conſider the King of Ter- 
rors is a terrible ſight, and to none more 
than to thoſe that have their Heaven 

here, it will be to thoſe as the tearin 
their Caul from their very hearts, wth 
than cutting off a Member from the bo- 
dy; for many have fuffered the lofs of 
: | | Members 
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Members to ſave their lives; O deatb, 
death, death, how bitter, bitter, is the 
remembrance of thee to the man that is at 
eaſe in his poſſeſſion ! And let me tell you, 
evils and dangers, by how much the 
more ſudden and unexpected they are, 
by ſo much the more dreadful and aſto- 
niſhing they are. What a ſad and hide- 
ous cry was their in Egypt, when at 
midnight God ſmote their firſt- born, and 
alſo when the Earth opened her mouth, 
and ſwallowed up Korah and his curſed 
company, that went down alive into the 
Pit, inſomuch, that all Yael fled at the 
cry of them, for they ſaid, leſt the earth 
ſwallow us up alſo, Numb. xvi. 31, 32, 
34. And how terrible was that ſudden 
ſhower of fire and brimſtone upon filthy 
Sodom, after a bright Sun-ſhiny morning, 
Gen. XIX. 32, 34. So when San and 
gaſtly Death cometh in a black night, 
and draweth the curtain, and looketh 
upon the ſecure ſinner, it will be very 
formidable; for who can look Death 
in the face, that dare not look God, 
or his own Conſcience in the face? But 
the ſincerely godly man, fitted for Death, 
may look and live above the fear of 
Death and Hell, and welcome Death, 
as old Jacob did the waggons, that his 
. Son 
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Son Jeſeph ſent to fetch him down to 
Egypt, when he ſaw the waggons, the 
_ ſpirit of. Jacob, their Father, revived, 
Gen, xlvi, 27. Death, tho“ a grim por- 
ter, will open the gates of glory to every 
Believer, and let them into their Father's 
houſe, for both life and death are theirs, 
1 Cor. iii. 22. Bleſſed are'the dead that © 
die in the Lord, Rev. xiv. 13. To me to live 
is Chriſt, and to die is gain, Phil. i. 11. 
Whoſo is wiſe, will obſerve theſe things. 
Theſe are the Reaſons why your latter 
end muſt be conſidered. 1 
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The Application. 


If it be a duty fo neceſſary to mind 
our end, T ſhall deſcend to improve it 
y way of Application, 1 

Je 1. This calls aloud unto all you 
unconverted ſinners, that have made no 
preparation for death and Judgment, to 
ſtand and wonder, or fit down and ad- 
mire at the unwearied patience, the 
matchleſs and amazing mercy of the 
infinitely gracious and glorious Gd. 
Flath the moſt righteous, juſt, and 
ſin-revenging God, held your ſouls in 
-Life, and kept you from a; 

ell, 
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Hell, to this very day? And will you 
not, even to aſtoniſhment, adore the un- 
ſearchable riches of grace? Men com- 
monly wonder at things above their 
reach, or that for which they can give 
no reaſon, and eſpecially at rare, ſingu- 
lar and unmerited mercy. Now, ſtop a 
little, and ſpend a few ſerious thoughts, 
and conſider what reaſon can be given, 
that you ſhauld be numbered among the 
living, when ſo many are dead, that you 
ſhould be in the World, and ſo many 
thouſands of Men, Women, and Chil- 
ren in their graves, and their precious 
ouls you know not where. Now that 
your bodies are not laid up in that dark 
and diſmal Priſon of the Grave, and 
your dear, never-dying ſouls, ' bound, 
fettered, and chained in that direful, 
painful Priſon of Hell, is matter of the 


greateſt wonder in all the world. Hare 


you not cauſe to doubt, that many of 
your Neighbours, Relations, and ſinful 
companions and Acquaintance are gone 
down together, and it may be ſome of 
thoſe you leaſt ſuſpect? And you know - 
not how many are now in flames for the 
very ſame ſins that you ſtand guilty of, 
if not leſs ſinners than yourſelves. O 
admire and bleſs God with your whole 
6866 _ fouls, 
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ſouls, -that.you are yet on this ſide the 
Grave, and not gone down into that place 
of torment ; you enjoy many opportu- 
nities for your ſouls, and are ftill exhort- 
ed to part with fin, to turn to God, to 
accept of Chriſt, to think of Death and 
Hell, that ſo you might never ſee it, or 
feel it; for there is much more in the 
pains of Hell, and wrath of God, than 
ever you heard, or can imagine. Accord- 
ing to thy fear, ſaid Moſes, /o is thy wrath, 
Pſal. xc. 11. 

Poor ſinners! You are ſtill the living 
Monuments of infinite kindneſs,. and 
therefore let not the living man com- 
pn. Suppoſe you , had died when 
Death ſeemed near, when you were ſick 
and weak, ready to give up the Ghoſt, 
or when thoſe many thouſands died by 
the Plague or fword, in what a miſerable 

condition had your fouls been, to be 
mut up with Devils and damned Spirits, 
in the Lake that burneth with fire and 


1 Brimſtone. . And will you ſtill, maintain 


your enmity, increaſe ni uity, and even 
dare God to damn yo 1 Sinners, are 
you not beſide 8 Lea, "ark 
mad, to make God, that ſhould be your 
beſt friend,. your worſt foe ; for if his 
| ne be kindled Our. a little, it 7 

urn 
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burn to the loweſt Hell, and none can 
quench it, or ſtand before it. Can thine 
heart endure, or thine hands be ſtrong in 
the days that I ſhall deal with-thee, Ezek. 
xxii. 14. Who can dwell with devour- 
ing fire? No would (ſaith the Lord) /et 
the briars and thorns againſt me in battle ? 
[ would go reg them, I would burn 
them up toget#r, Iſa. xxvii. 4. O! 
when will you come to yourſelves, and 
throw away your. arms, and conſider 
your ſouls? Or will you not be faved, 
when ſhall it once be? Why will you 
die? Let theſe cords of Love draw you, 
and cauſe you to ſay, Behold we come unto 

thee, Yor thou art the Lord our Gd. 
Conſider, others dreadful ruin hath 
been your warning, that are now locked 
up in that dark Dungeon, and ſhall come 
up no more, and whom the Devils are 
now tormenting, the worm biting, — 
the fire burning. Lou are at preſent 
free from that boiling Cauldron, and in 
the Land of the Living; O praiſe, praiſe 
the Lord for his long ſuffering, you be- 
ing but, as it were, under a reprieve; 
O prize, and improve your life, and 
timely . for death; for if thy life 
were ended, thy ſoul ſeparated, and not 
peace with God made, thou wert an * 
. ne 
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done ſoul: There's no place for Repent- 
ance in the Grave, no Chriſt or pardon 
to be obtained in Hell. Bleſs God you 
glaſs runneth, your Lamp burneth, the 
day of grace is yet continued, your dear 
Lord upon the mercy-ſeat, therefore 

there 1 1s hope. 
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Te 2. This 1 all 
that ſlight or neglect this great duty, 
but eſpecially theſe three ſorts: none of 
which do ſeriouſly conſider their latter 


end, 

” 1. The inſolent Htbeiftical Senſualiſta. 

Pix J 27 he Ignorant and Inconſiderale. 
3. The /ſelf-confident and NM 


FUOUS. 


1. Tt condemneth Atheiftical Senjualiſt 
that put the evil day far from them, 
Amos vi. 3. and who drown or baniſh the 
awful thoughts of God, Death, and Eter- 
nity, out of their minds and hearts, They 
take the Timbrel and Harp, and rejoice at 
the found of the Organ, and ſay unto God, 
depart from us, for we defire.' not the 
knowledge of thy ways, Job xxi. 12, 14. 
God is not in all their thoughts, Pſal. x. 4. 
They. are reſolved for a ſhort life and a 
merry one, whatever be the ws 

iſſue. 
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iſſue. They chant to the ſound of the Viol, 
and drink Wine in Bowls, and eat the 
Lambs out of the flock, and ftretch them- 
ſelves upon their Couches, ſaying in their 
hearts, as that wretch, Lake xi. 19. Take 
thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry : They 
will ſatisfy their luſts, enjoy the pleaſures 
of the- fleſh, walk in the ways of their 
hearts, and in the fight, of their eyes; 
and hereby they make the breach wider, 
and themſelves ſeven times more the 
Children of the Devil, though at laſt they 
ſit down in everlaſting ſorrow. Let us 
eat and drint, for to-morrow we die. | 
You poor, deſperately deluded ſouls ! 
did you believe what you have read and 
heard of the other World, or what the 
Scripture of infallible verity ſpeaketh of 
the infinitely, holy, great, and terrible 
God (who will in no wiſe clear the 
guilty) you would quickly change your 
Courſe, Did you now conſider you muſt 
die, and be judged; that in a very little 
time, you who hear me this day, muſt _ 
ſtand before the dreadful God ; would 
you fin fo freely, love the World fo im- 
moderately, mock at a Deity, jeer at a 
ſerious Piety, neglect your Duty, trifle 
away your Time, forget Eternity, and 
hazard thefe your precious ſouls, 8 
| | — nave 
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have done, and do? Such Rake-hells, 
and Devils incarnate, the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of, 2 Pet. iii. 10. Know this firſt, i. e. 
before the end of the World: There ſhall 
come in the laſt days, ſcoffers, walking after 
their own luſts, and ſaying, where is the 
promiſe of his coming ? Nevertheleſs, theſe 
Vipers, vile Miſcreants, and Monſters 
in mens ſhape, think that they are wiſe, 
when indeed they have.no underſtanding, 
Wiſe they are, but it is to do evil, to 
cavil againſt the Truth, diſpute againſt 
a life of Holineſs, but to do good be have 

no knowledge, Jer. 1v. 22. 
This was Jeruſalem's great ſin mma. 
ately before the fierce anger of the Lord 
came upon them; and this is the fad, 
and dreadful caſe of many, yea, thou- 
ſands in the World, and 1n theſe Nati- 
ons; notwithſtanding all thoſe awaking, 
deſolating providences, and amazing ſpec · 
tacles of mortality their eyes have ſeen. 
There are but a few that look u on 
themſelves concerned at all, juſt like 
company of idle Sheep in, a fat * 
The Butcher cometh and fetcheth one 
to-day, another to-morrow, the reſt feed 
on, and take no notice of what is become 
of their loſt companions. Tis as if a 
onpany of condemned perſons (re- 
prieved 


F . 
prieved for a time) ſhould be appointed 
ro be executed one after another, within 
the ſpace of ſo many days. This day the 
firſt in order is brought forth and exe- 
cuted, the day following a ſecond; yet 
all the reſt that are to take their turns, 
fall a Drinking, Carding, Singing, Swear- 
ing, and ſo continue till the very laſt, 
until they be all Hang'd, Dead, and 
Damn'd. We may compare this mad 
deluded World to a company of poor 
blind men dancing about the brink of a 
very dangerous deep pit, but do not per- 

ceive it, or ſee how each falleth in one 
after the other; a firſt, ſecond, and third 
drops down, the reſt not diſcerning the 
danger, run the round: I ſhall thus ap- 
ply it. This day or hour a ſwearer tum- 
bleth down to hell. The next a drunk- 
ard. This evening or morning the pale 
Horſe mounteth one, it may be a curſed 
Atheiſt, or a malicious, bloody perſe- 
cutor, or filthy Adulterer, or an Idola- 
trous Worldling, and carrieth him to the 
place of Darkneſs. The next day he re- 
ceiveth his Commiſſion to fetch* ſome 
more of them; thoſe their brethren in 
iniquity, that are left behind, keep and 
continue their courſe, and dance about 
the Pit, not conſidering they ſo muſt WE: | 
9 an 


( 162 ) 
and come to judgment. How little do 
the living lay to heart this great buſineſs 
of their Mortality, inſomuch, that when 
they would deny a thing with greateſt 
confidence, they will commonly ſay, they 
thought no more of it than of their dy- 
ing day, as if death were not a matter of 
any moment, but rather a meer toy or 
trifle, not to be regarded, She remember- 

eth not her laſt end, Lam. 1. 9. | 
Tou ſelf-deſtroying ſinners! Do you 
know that you muſt die, and leave the 
World for ever? and are you ſo ſtupi- 
fied and mad, as not to think of death 
in many days together, yea, hardly to 
entertain a ſerious thought of death and 
Judgment at a houſe of mourning; in 
the very ſight of the dead you can be 
vain, frothy, jeſt, pot, pipe, feaſt, dis- 
courſe of the world; a fad proof that 
men do not conſider their latter end. 
Some at that ſolemn and ſad ſeaſon, 
ſeem a little ſerious, but as ſoon as the 
dead Corps is removed, and the Grave 
and Coffin out of ſight, Death is no 
more remembred. To make you ſen- 
ſible of this folly, let me reaſon with 
you in a few plain hints. FN 
What, no thoughts of death, you 
that have been under a ſentence of 
| ; death, 
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death, and brought to the very pit's 
brink, looking into eternity! O how ſad 
is it to think how quickly thoughts and 
impreſſions of your mortality, have 
worn out, and paſt away! Sinners! re- 
member, and forget not theſe ſecret vows, 
promiſes and engagements, you then 
made to God, (viz.) that you would 
part with ſin, leave your wicked com- 
pany, ſit looſe to the world, live godly, 
and make it your buſineſs to be Reli- 
gious, and loſe no more of your pre- 
cious time, and opportunities for your 
ſoul: if you have forgotten it, the all- 
ſeeing, and heart-ſearching God remem- 
bers it. Know and conſider in thy hear 
that Death that did but warn thee then, 
by ſending his ſummons, will ſhortly: | 
come himlelf. | 

Forgetful of death! and made of 
duſt, born of a Woman, and under a 
decree not to be revoked by men or 
Angels! Heb. ix. 27. Job xiv. 3. As for 
man, his days are determined, the number. 
of bis months are with thee, thou baſt 
appointed his bounds, that be cannot paſs. 


ot mind your death, You that have 


| ſickly, weak, diſeaſed bodies, full of 
pains and aches, that are fo many par- 
tial quotidian deaths! ? yea, a dying dai, 


ly ? 


— 
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ly? What. put off the thoughts of 
death | thou that haſt been at ſo many 
Funerals, heard ſo many paſſing Bells, 
or knells, ſeen ſo many Graves, Skulls, 
and Coffins, before thine eyes! Forget 
your death! and yet ſinners, ſinning 
daily, carrying the cauſe and ſting of 
death in your boſoms | mors in corpore, 
the body is dead becauſe of ſin, Rom. 
viii. 21. Thy body is but a body of. 
death, fin hath killed it, the ſentence is 
- paſt, Gen. iii. The wages of ſin is death, 
Rom. vi. 1. The Soul that fins muſt die 
Ezek. xviii. 20. What, put off this evil 
day! and dead in part, old and cold, 
h#ving one foot in the grave, viz. feeble. 
knees, trembling hands, wrinkled faces, 
grey or bald heads, the Grave being 

ready for you? What, no more ſerious 
thoughts of death! And ſo many aw 
and parcels of yourſelves gone before to 
this long home: So many Relations 
and Children, now aſleep in the duſt of 
Death? are they buried in perpetual _— 

livion, never to be remembered more? 
What, ſinner! what not think of 
death! and Death at thy very heels, and 
before thine eyes: whither can you di- 
rect your eyes, and not fee that which 
preacheth or repreſenteth death? All the 
12 5 BG | winter 
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winter death is on the trees, in our 
Gardens, in every Flower; at your 
Table every day you feed on the fleſh of 
dead Creatures, to tell you that you 
muſt die; and is not death in your Beds 
every night? What is ſleep, but the 
picture and image of cold death? and 
your beds, but the repreſentation of 
your dark Graves? : 

O careleſs, beſotted ſinners ! not con- 
ſider of Death, and have, precious ſouls, 
that muſt live or die, be ſaved or 
damned, to Heaven or Hell, to bleſs 
or burning, to God or Devils, to Saints 
or curſed Reprobates, as ſoon as the 
breath is gone, which may be the 
next day or hour: This pale Horſe, 
Death, hath the red Horſe Hell fol- 
lowing him, Kev. vi. 8. Laſtly, what 
not think of, and prepare for Death 
and called Chriſtians, that, profeſs you 
believe the Reſurrection of the Body, 
and the Life everlaſting, a happineſs 
beyond the Grave. For if in this life 
only (ſaith Paul) we have hope in Chriſt, 
we are of all men moſt miſerable, 1 Cor, 
xv. 1 1/4: ; * 1 

Poor hardened ſinners! that now for- 
get God, and this great and mighty 
concern of your immortal ſouls, what 

* 5 will . 
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will you do in the day of Viſitation, 
when the iniquity of your heels ſhall | 
compaſs you about, and no friend in 
Heaven above, or in Earth beneath, 
that can ſtand you in ſtead? and when 
Conſcience, like a bold, ſturdy Serjeant, 
ſhall take you by the throat, and ſum- 
mon you in the name of the great Judge, 
to come and ſtand at or before the Judg- 
ment Seat. Underſtand ye brutiſh among 
the. people, and ye fools, when will ye be 
wiſe Pſal. xciv. 8. to underſtand this, 
to provide for your latter end. 
2. This blames the ignorant, pettiſh,” 
and inconſiderate ſoul, who in an angry 
fit or paſſion, wiſheth for death out of 
2 baſe end, viz. as a writ of eaſe, or 
out-let to preſent pain, poverty, ſickneſs, 
and other worldly troubles and per- 
plexities, not rightly conſidering” how 
Ertible. Death is, or what the dreadful 
_ conſequences of it are. Now, that you 
may be convinced of this ſin and folly, 
give me leave to tell you, that between 
the worſt, longeſt, and deepeſt miſeries 
and calamities of this life, and thoſe after 
death, there is no proportion, but an 
exceeding diſtance. 

Poor deluded Souls! what is the bite 
of a Flea, to the ſting of a Serpent? 
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or a ſcratch on the hand to a ſtab at the 
heart? What's the heat and ſmart of a 
little candle to a hot fiery furnace, or a 
devouring flame? What is a drop of 
Gall to a Sea or Ocean of poiſon? Or, 
what is pain, torture or anguiſh for an 
hour, to intolerable miſery, time with- 
out end, into which, to the Unconverted, 
Death will certainly be the door? And 
are you ſo mad to imagine, that there is 
nothing in the other World to be feared _ 
or felt, worſe than outward preſſures, 
perils, pains, which are but bodily mi- 
ſeries, and that but for a moment ? 
This fin, not only the prophane World 
are guilty of, but ſome of thoſe that 
profeſs the name of God. Rebecca ſaid. 
to. Jaac, I am weary of my life, becauſe 4 y 
the Daughters of Heth, Gen. xxvii. 46. 

Rachel cries out, Give me Children; or 1 
die, Gen, xxx. 1. Eliſha being threat-- 
ned by Jezabel, ſaid, O Lord, take 
away my life, 1 Kings xvi. 4. Jonah for 
the loſs of a Gourd, ſaid, I is better for 
me to die, than to live, and told God to 
his face, that be did well to be angry even 
unto death, Jonah iv. 9, Fhe Iſraelites, 
when they wanted water, wiſhed they 
had died in the Wilderneſs. Theſe and 
the like wicked wiſhes are in the — 


1 
of many poor, ignorant, diſcontented 
perſons, who long to be out of this 
wretched World. | 
Now, by way of conviction, I ſhall 
lay down theſe following particulars. 
| 1. What think you of theſe inward 
and ſoul ftraits, — conflicts wherewith 
God's poor afflicted people are ſadly ex- 
erciſed! And were you but ſenſible of 
the guilt and weight of fin, a wounded 
ſpirit, the wrath of God, and thoſe ever- 
laſting burnings; it - would quickly 
ſwallow up your outward miſeries, tho 
never ſo many. This is evident in the 
example of the Jaylor, who for the loſs 
of his Priſoners was ſo ' tormented, that 
he would have killed himſelf before he 
was convinced of the dreadful ſtate of 
his ſoul that was in danger of ruin, All. 
Xvi. 27, 28, 29, 30. Then be fell down, 
and cried out, Sirs, what ſhall I do to be 
ſaved ? 

2. To wiſh for Death, becauſe of the 
evils attending this life, is. very wicked 
and dangerous, g terpretatively, and in 
effect, it is to wi your ſouls in Hell. 

Conſider and mind this alſo, that your 
preſent ſorrows, croſſes, troubles, of 
what kind or degree ſoever they be, are 
| the fruit of your ill doing, and far Fan 
| an 
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than you deſerve; for its a wonder you 
are not in Hell! and will you dare to be 
ſo audacious as to fly in the face of your 
faithful Creator, when you ſhould be 
deeply ſenſible of your horrible wicked- 
neſs, and humble under God's hand, . 
and accepting the puniſhment of your 
ſin, ye ſhould repent, and turn to God; 
take away the cauſe, and the effect will 

ceaſe. | 
3. You can pleaſe and gratify the De- 
vil, your deadly adverſary, in nothing 
more; you with for death, ſo doth the 
Devil too; if you are his now, you muſt 
be his then, his here, and his for ever: 
He waits and longs that your breath were 
gone, your ſouls ſeparated ; therefore 
he would have you poiſon, hang, drown, 
ſtarve, or ſtab yourſelves, that you might 
be dead, damned, and burned with him 
in Hell. e 83 
4. Moreover, if you are dead, you 
would ſuddenly repent, and change 
your mind, and, if it might be, give 
the World to be alive again, with all the 
wants, pains, and grief you now en- 
dure. Had you but a peeping Hole into 
Hell, to ſee and hear what they endure, 
you would confeſs your ſins, judge your- 
ſelves, and cloſe with Chriſt before you 
7 H die, 
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die, that ſo you might not come into 
that dreadfnl place of torment. Now 
that you may hear and fear, and do no 
more ſo e let me aſk you: 


you of the ſting and 
bitterneſs of death, when a man comes 


to die, Conſcience being awakened, 


roaring like a Lion, Death, the King of 
Terrors, ſtanding by, when the guilt of 
pai ſins, and loſs of precious time, will 

as ſo many fiery darts, and ſtinging 
Scorpions, biting and knawing on the 
Heart ? What think you it will be to die 
unconverted, to die in a ſtate of fin and 
wrath, a Traitor to God in a ſtate of 
unbelief and impenitency (the Soul- 


. damning fins) to die with an evil heart, 


an accuſing Conſcience, ſelf-condemned, 
caſt in your own breaſt to die, to die, 
which is worſt of all. : 
2. What think you of the ſadneſs and 
amazing terror of approaching Judg- 
ment, the ſecond Death; when a man 
comes to take a dreadful view of the o- 
ther world, and begins to reflect, and 
think, wherefore was I born ? What have 
been doing? are all theſe my ſins ? O, 


| where ſhall I leave them? or how ſhall 


be rid of them, now I am dying? 


Whither am I going? What will be my 
| com- 


enn 
company? Where ſhall be my place ? 
and how near am I to it? What muſt I. 
endure? and how long? how long? 
And Conſcience will anſwer, to Eternity, 
miſery without end. This will amaze, 
confound, and overwhelm the Soul with 
fear and perturbation, when it ſees that 
Heaven. 1s loſt, and that it muſt down, 
down, to the Region of darkneſs, and 
company of Devils, in that ſtate of ever- 
laſting woe. The killing thoughts of 
which made a great man wiſh, that he 
might live, tho but the life of a Toad. - 
3. What think you of the impartiality 
of the Judge, that will not ſpare the 
guilty, muſt and will judge and ſentence 
according to the Fact, and reward every 
man according to his works ? He would 
not ſpare the Angels that ſinned, but 
caſt them down to Hell, 2 Pet. 11. 4. nor 
Adam, but caſt him out of Paradiſe, and 
ſet a flaming Sword againſt him, neither 
will he ſpare any impenitent ſinner in the 
day of his wrath ; Juſtice obliges him to 
juſtify the Righteous, and condemn the 
Wicked. | 
4. What think you of the e 
lity of having any appeal? There will be 
no Moſes to meditate, no mediator to 
plead, no Daniel, Noah, Job, to inter- 
1 „ 
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cede, or to-ſtand in the gap, not an In- 
terceſſor in Earth or Heaven, to be found 
to ſpeak a word. There can be no ap- 
eu to God; his Calls and Counſels 
ave been refuſed, his Intereſt oppoſed, 
his Enemies countenanced, his Laws vi- 
olated, his Anger will burn like fire, 
No appeal to Jeſus Chriſt ; his Govern- 
ment hath been ſlighted, and Grace and 
22 rejected: Or to the Holy Ghoſt, 
e hath been quenched and grieved, or 
to Angels or Saints, all will be againſt 
ou. | | 
. 5. What think you of the reſignation 
of ſoul and body to the Executioner and 
Tormentor, the red Dragon? Tis fad 
to ſee a poor Malefactor committed to 
the Jaylor or Hangman, but O how 
much more dreadful will it be for ever- 
living ſouls in the face of Men and An- 
gels, to be delivered into the hands of 
that raging, roaring Lion, the Devil. 
When God, the righteous Judge, ſhall 
ſay, in ſight of the whole World, here 
are the men that brake my Statutes, pro- 
phaned my Sabbaths, that hated my 
Saints, that ſerved the Devil, in the ſa- 
tisfying their Luſts, the open and profeſ- 
ſed adverſaries to my name and Inte- 
reſt ; that would not, tho' I often in- 
1 treated 
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treated them, come at my call, accept 
of my Love, receive my Son, or endure 
a life of holineſs, or by any means be 
drawn, and perſwaded to think of, and 
prepare for Death and Judgment, tho' 
they had time and opportunity enough. 
Now take them Devil, and away to Hell 
with them, for my ſoul abhorreth them. 
Thy Covenant ſervants and voluntary 
ſlaves they were in time, and thy priſo- 
ners in chains of darkneſs they ſhall be to 
Eternity, to be tormented day and night 
for ever, Rev. xx. 10. 1 6 . 
6. What think you of the eternal ba- 
niſhmentand ſeparation from God, Chriſt, 
Angels, Saints, Heaven? This 1s the 
puniſhment of loſs, and the worſt of 
Hell, Matt. xxv. 41. Then ſhall ye ſay 
unto them on the left hand, Depart from 
me ye curſed into everlaſting fire prepared 
for the Devil and his Angels. O terri- 
ble, terrible | to be doom'd or ſentenc'd 
to lie under the wrath and hatred of the 
infinitely great and dreadful God for ever 
and ever, as long as God ſhall live, whoſe - 
Being is to eternity as long as there is a 
Devil to torment, or to be tormented, 
ſhall their plague laſt. The fearful and 
unbelieving, and the abominable Mur- 
derers, Whoremongers, Liars, Dogs, 
3 Sor- 
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Sorcerers, carry all their fin down to 
Hell with them, the fuel that feeds the 
wrath of God; ſo that the oil of fin 
cauſes the lamp of wrath to burn and 
flame everlaſtingly. The debt of ſin 
can never be paid, Juſtice never fatisfi- 
ed, and the damned ſouls remain im 

nitent, and God implacable; fo chat 
there can be no hope of pardon. The 
ſentence is ſtrict, unchangeable, irrever- 
fible, eternal. 0 Eternity! Eternity! 
this ſtings, plagues and augments, and 
aggravates the moſt intolerable puniſh- 
ment of the damned ; after innumerable 
thouſands of years, hwy ſhall think it but 
the beginning of their ſorrows, and ſhall 
be ſo far from an end, as if they had been 
in Hell but an hour. It will be everlaſt- 
ing deſtruction from the preſence of the 
Lord, and the glory of his power, 2 Theſ. 
1. 9. In compariſon of which, all the 
rendings, rackings tearings, torturings 
of mens bodies here, by the moſt ex- 


quiſite torments 1 racks, gibbets, 


wheels, gridirons, boiling lead, boiling 

oil, and other bloody invented engines 

and inſtruments of amazing cruelty, are 

but a flea-biting. 

Sinners! *tis Hell, Hell, that will make 

the ſadly tormented Soul ſeek death, m_—_ 
and 
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and long for that which ſhall never be 
Rev, ix. 6. And will you deſire and 
with for the woeful day ? God forbid ! 
Now your condition may be changed ; 
then it will be ſtated. Voe, woe unto 
you that deſire the day of the Lord, to 
what end is it for you? The day of the 
Lord is darkneſs, and not light, Amos 
v. 18. A day of Gloomineſs, a day of 
Clouds, and of thick darkneſs, at which 
the people ſhould be much pained, and all 
faces ſhall gather blackneſs, the Inhabi- 
tants of the Land ſhall tremble, for the 
day of the Lord is very terrible, Joel ii. 
Now therefore do not wickedly with it, 
but wiſely conſider and prepare for it: 
And bleſſed is that Servant whom, 
when his Lord cometh, findeth ſo 
doing. 2 7 

3. It reproves the /elf-confident and 
preſumptuous, who conclude upon a fitneſs 
and preparedneſs for death and judgment 
upon very flight and -unwarrantable 
grounds; namely, becauſe they ſeparate 
trom the notorious wicked, are not pro- 
phane, make a profeſſion, ſhew ſome le- 
gal ſorrow for ſin, run the round of duty ; 
though carnal and heartleſs 'enough in 
thoſe duties; from hence they eaſily 
perſuade themſelves that all is well, 

H 4 VIZ. 


1 
viz. that they are the Children of God, 


in a ſtate of Grace, and going to Heaven, 


and as fit to die as the very beſt. How 


many thouſands are there in the Chriſtian 


world, who ſecurely ſleep and dream of 
an intereſt in Chriſt, that hope and pro- 
miſe themſelves a future and glorious 
felicity, who are but meer moral men, 
and worſe, or rotten painted hypocrites 
at the beſt, having only a form of godli- 
neſs, reſtraining, counterfeit, or com- 
mon grace ? Such Scribes and Phariſees 
are the fooliſh Virgins, and yet confident 


to the very laſt, they came to the door, 


with a Lord, Lord, open unto us. They 
had blazing Lamps, but no oil in their 
Lamps or Veſſels; no real Union with 
Jeſus Chriſt, no precious Faith, no ſin- 
cere love or evangelical repentance, the 
root of the matter was not in them. 
You that have a mind to hve, take 


heed you be not deceived ; if you are not 


truly united unto Jeſus Chriſt, he will 


certainly diſfown you. The Lord Jeſus 


tells us of ſuch ſadly deluded ſouls that 
ſhall ſtand up at the laſt day, and chal- 
lenge a reward in Heaven, to whom he 
will proteſt, 7 know you not, Matt. vil. 23. 
They never ſavingly knew him, had ne- 
ver any union or communion with Chriſt 

in 


1 

in the World. Many are called, but few 
choſen: The Children of the Kingdom 
(faith Chriſt) ſhall be caſt out. And I 
muſt tell you, who ever comes to Hea- 
ven, will miſs many there which they 
thought to find, and find others there 
they little expected. The ſinners in Sion 
are more than a few, the Goats more 
than the Sheep, the Tares more than the 
Wheat, more reprobate Silver than pure 
tried Gold. The pure in heart, and 
truly godly man that mourns and bleeds 
for fin, that loves God, and prizes Chriſt - 
above the world, is many times full of 
fears and doubts about his ſoul; and the 
eternal condition of it: O what would 
he not give to be aſſured that all is well 
beteen God and him? to know that God 
and Chriſt is his, that he is fit to live or 
die; becauſe a miſtake here is very, 
dreadful, and of infinite conſequence. 
But on the contrary, the foohſh, diſo- 
bedient, that are deceived, ſerving di- 
vers luſts and pleafures, living in fin, 
and alienated * from the life of God, 
having no hope, and without God in the 
World, are highly confident, and ſtrong- 
ly perſuaded, that it ſhall go well with 
them in the World to come. I knewa 
poor, 1gnorant, prophane wretch, bein 

8 5 5 told 
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told on his death-bed (and but a little 
before he entred into eternity) that death 
was come, replied, where is it, I will 
go forth and meet it? Putting his legs 
over the bed, in a little time gave up 
the ghoſt. Therefore in this great ſoul- 
affair, let none be ſo fool hardy as to truſt 
without trial. But let every man prove his 
on work, and then ſhall he have rejoicing 
in himſelf and not in another ; for every 
man ſhall bear bis own burden, Gal. vi. 4, 5. 

Queſt. If the conſideration of our lat- 
ter end is of ſo much moment, hy do 
men and women that have immortal ſouls, 
think no more of it ? 

Anſ. 1. The great cauſe is from that 
horrid, curſed Atheiſm and Unbelief, 
which is deeply rooted and revited in 
mens minds and hearts. They do not 
credit that wondering and aſtoniſhing 
Doctrine of the other World, accord- 
ing to the belief of which they muſt live 
or die to all eternity. W 

If we ſhould take a ſerious proſpect 
of endleſs eternity, and of thoſe great 
things men ſeem to believe, namely, 
that hey muſt die, that in every man's 
body there 1s a never-dying Soul, that 
there will be a different and unchange- 
able ſtate of men after death, and that 

a | without 


| ( 179. ) 
without holineſs, real holineſs of heart 
and Life, no man ſhall ſee the Lord; 
and compare the lives and practices of 
thoſe that pretend to believe theſe 
things, and we may ſee them as buſy as 
a company of Ants in a ſunny day, and 
that the general courſe of men hath 
no tendency toward this end, but in- 
deed a ſad and woeful incongruity. 

2. The ſecond Cauſe is want of ſpi- 
ritual and divine wiſdom. It was for 
want of that wiſdom which is from above, 
that the J/aelites did not conſider, O 
that they were wiſe ! ſaid God. They are 
a Nation void of Counſel, neither is there 
any underflanding in them, Deut. xxxfi. 
28. If men were wiſe for their precious 
and eternal ſouls, they would conſider 
what is here to be done, and what is 
like to be their condition in the other 
World. The prudent man foreſeeth the 
evil, or conſidereth the evil, and hideth 
himſelf. When God by the mouth of 
Meſes threatned to plague the Egyptians 
by the Peſtilence, Hail and Fire, He 
that believed and feared the word of the 
Lord, among the ſervants, of Pharaoh, 
made his ſervants and cattle flee into 
the houſe and were preſerved, Exod. 1x. 
20. So the Soul that is truly wiſe to 
| H6 con- 
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conſider of the danger of being de- 


ſtroyed by the grievous hail and fire of 
God's wrath, will flee into the hiding 
place, viz. under the wing of the great 
and glorious Mediator, where alone 
there is true ſuccour. But he that did 
not fear or conſider of the danger, left 
his Servants and Cattle in the fields, 

and were deſtroyed, Exod. 1x. 21, 25. 
3. The third hindrance is Senſuality, 
worldly pleaſure, and cares; theſe carry 
away the heart from true conſideration. 
The Jfraelites confluence of creature 
comforts, cauſed them to forſake and 
forget God, Deut. xxxii. 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18. The old World was Eating, Drink- 
ing, Marrying, and giving in Marriage, 
not conſidering of their danger, till the 
flood came and took them away, Matt. 
xxiv. 28, 29. The men of the Earth 
do ſo mind Earthly things, that their 
hearts are ſurfeited and drunken with the 
cares of it, Luke x11. 34; and while mens 
minds and thoughts are carried ſo vehe- 
mently after the world, to make rovi- 
ſion 4 their life, they can think but 
little of their death, Luke xii 15, 16, 

17. ts 

4. The fourth obſtruction is a plague 
Upon the heart, and deſperate ſecurity 
Pro- 
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proceeding from it. No bonds next to 
death are ſo ſtrong to keep men under, 
as ſecurity and ſenſeleſſneſs of Spirit. So 
dead a fleep poſſeſſeth moſt of the un- 
godly World, that they are paſt feeling, 
and become ſo ſtark dead, that the voice 
of God in the dreadful threatnings of his 
Word, and the alarm of his amazing, 
tremendous Judgments, and deſolating 
providences prevail not to awaken them. 
The Lord hath poured out upon them 
the ſpirit of a " ſleep, and hath 
(in judgment) cloſed their eyes, that 
they can ſin in the very face of the Judge, 
at the very brink of Hell, at the very 
mouth and entrance into that great gulf 
of Eternity. 

5. A fifth hindrance to mens con- 
ſideration of their latter end, is a ſtrong 
deluſion of heart, or Satanical ſuggeſti- 
ons. The old Serpent, and deſperately 
deluded hearts, make them dream that 
God is all love, that they ſhall have a 
long life, that preparation for Death and 
Eternity is a ſhort work; and that it may 
be done at any time, namely, when they 
have done with the world, when they 
are old, or lying on a ſick bed. They 
ſay in their hearts, tis but believing, or 
repenting, and ſaying the Lord have 

| mercy 
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mercy on me, let me die the death of the 
Righteous. Under this deadly deluſion 
they dream of heaven, and go anhin 
to Hell, 1 Thef. v 

And that which doth much increaſe 
this ſtupidity, may be the want of, or 
neglect of a powerful and ſoul- -ſearching 
Miniſtry, whoſe office, as watchmen, is 
to foreſee the danger, and to warn and 
awaken ſecure ſinners, crying aloud to 
them in the name of the Lord, Awake 
thou that ſleepeſt, ariſe from the dead, and 
Chriſt ſhall give thee light, Eph. v. 14. 
But ſome cannot endure that Miniſters 
ſhould be ſo ſevere, plain and piercing. 
in their Doctrine, ſo as to thunder 
and lighten in the eyes and ears of 
fleepy ſouls; they are well contented 
to fit under thoſe that daub with un- 
tempered Morter, and who ſow Pillows 
for their Arm-holes, under whoſe Mi- 
niſtry they may take a nap, and ſleep 
it out. But they hate him that repro- 
veth in the gate, that galls, cuts, and 
wounds their Conſcience, juſt like the 
galled backed horſe that bites and kicks 
at him that would heal him. 

A perſon of no mean quality, ſpedkivg 
his opinion of ſeveral Miniſters, ſaid, 
ſuch a man I can hear, and ſuch a one 
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can here very well, but the third he 
mentioned, that was wont to lay the 
ax, to the root of the tree and grapple 
with the heart : I cannot endure to hear 
him, for he always grates upon my 
Conſcience. TIT 

6. Men do not conſider their latter 

end, becauſe they are afraid to do it. 
1. Firſt, to wonton ſinners, the re- 
membrance of Death is a bitter. Pill 
that will not ſuffer the pleaſure of ſin to 
go down ſo ſweetly. Therefore they 
ſay to the thoughts of Death, as the 
Governer. to Paul, Go thy way for this 
time, when 1 have a convenient ſeaſon, I 
will - ſend for thee. Serious thoughts of 
Death and Judgment to come, as the 
hand-writing on the wall, will damp the 
ſpirits, and mar the mirth of the greateſt , 
Prince or Gallant in the World. 

2. They fear to think of Death, be- 
cauſe they have made no preparation for 
it, (viz) They have not believed, re- 
pented, lived a liſe of holineſs, ſo as to 
make their God their Friend. A bank- 
rupt that oweth many hundred pounds 
more than he is worth, is afraid to caſt 
up his accompts: So poor and impeni- 
tent ſinners that are indebted to God, 
that owe him ten thouſand Talents, are 

F un- 
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unwilling to think of Death, becauſe 
Death will ſay unto them, Come, give 
an account of your Stewardſhip, for 
you muſt pay the utmoſt farthing. 

3. They are afraid to think of Death, 
by reaſon of the dreadful conſequences 
of death, as it relates to both Worlds. 
The change that death makes as to this 
preſent World, is very amazing. 


1. It brings unavoidably a diſſolution 
or ſeparation of Soul and Body, theſe 
two dear companions, that have lived 
and converſed together, and ſinned 
together, for many years, muſt then 
part, and a living man will become a 
dead carcaſs, fit for nothing but a grave, 
and the ſoul muſt have another habi- 
tation, Job xvii. 13, 14. Fob xix. 26. 
Well might Death be called. The King 
of Terrors. e 


2. It is a matter of fear to. leave this 
World, that hath been ſo pleaſing and 
delightſome, and for which you have 
toiled and laboured ſo many years, in one 
night to loſe it all! for when the de- 
parting hour cometh, ou may take a 
view of all your comforts which you 
have had under, the Sun, and Helps of 

Heaven, 
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Heaven, (viz. ): Huſbands, Wives, 
Parents, Children, Kinsfolks, Friends, 
Jolly Companions, Gold, Silver, Houſes, 
Lands, ſweet and delicate Banquets, 
pleaſing bargains, and ſay, we muſt 
now part, farewel- for ever : we ſhall 
never ſee or enjoy you. more, we ſhall 
never eat, drink, or converſe more, buy 
or ſell more: all our fleſhly and ſenſual 
delights are ended, our joy, our mirth 
is ceaſed, and all the bleſſed advantages 
for our ſalvation now will terminate. 
Farewel the means of Grace, - and all 
the golden opportunities for our ſouls; 
farewel all thoſe faithful Miniſters that 
we have heard; farewell all thoſe power- 
ful awakening Sermons that have ſound- 
ed in our ears; farewell all the bleſſed 
Sabbaths, farewel all the Counſels, Ex- 
amples, Reproofs, Prayers of our ſe- 
rious and religious Friends and Rela- 
tions, we ſhall never fee the face of a 
Miniſter more, or hear a Sermon more, 
never have the door of Grace and 
life opened to us any more for ever. 
And what remains, but a doleful remem- 
brance of thoſe good things that are 
paſt and gone, and a ſevere ſtrict account 
that is yet behind? | | 
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O dreadful change, and loſs indeed 
to them that make the World their 
home, that have their Heaven on this 
ſide Heaven, and no proviſion or por- 
tion beyond the grave. The thoughts 
of which made a wicked young man 
(very thriving in the World) to utter 
theſe words, If I live, I ſhall be a rich 
man; but this is the plague of it I muſt 
die; which accordingly came to pals not 
long after. 


3. No wonder death is ſo terrible, 
for after death the judgment. Death is 
a Purſuivant that —— 4 guilty ſouls 
to come, and give an account at God's 
dreadful Bar. And what more terrible 

to the Malefactor than the fight and 
preſence of an angry Judge? While 
Paul reaſoned of Judgment, Feliz trem- 
bled, and bid him be gone, that Doc- 
trine did ſo gall him, that he could not 
endure it, As xxiv. 25. 

' Uſe 2. The Second uſe is to exhort, 
perſwade, and ſtir you up, to put this 
duty of ſo great and infinite concernment 
into practice. O, Sirs, I Beſeech you to 
entertain ſome timely thoughts of your 
dying hour, that death and you may be 
more familiar. The beſt friend you-have 

| in 
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in Heaven and Earth, longs to ſee it 
done; O that there were ſuch an heart 
in them! 

Now, if you would do any thing in 
this bleſſed work (viz,) to prepare for 
death and Judgment, 1t muſt be done, 
1. 1 2. Seriouſly 3. Effeftually ! 

It muſt be done Suddenly, it's a 
buſineſs of that importance that muſt 
not be neglected or delayed for a mo- 
ment's time. Did you but ſee that you 
are upon the confines of Eternity, and 
in danger every day of being undone 
for ever, you would quickly come to 
a reſolution. To further and encourage 
you: Conſider, | 

1. Life (as dear and precious as it is) 
is very uncertain. What a nothing is 
this life? A wind, a vapour, a dream, 
a breath, a bubble. | 

How foon may the Thread be cut, the 
Glaſs run, or this bright burning Lamp 
be dim, and out, when how, or where 
this ſhort dying life will terminate, thou 
doſt not know? whether at home or 
abroad, among thy friends or ſtrangers, 
in the field or houſe, at thy ed or in 
thy bed, who can tell? | 

2. Death may come ſuddenly. When 
the pale Horſe will ſet forth, whether 1 15 
rae 
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the morning, or at mid-day, or mid- 
gat, no man can tell thee. There is 

atal hour which none can paſs, Luke 
xii. 12, 20. Eſal. Ixxiii. 18, 19. P/al. 
Ixiv. 71. Theſ..v. 3. 

3- When death comes, It ſtrikes 
ſure. This King of Terrors on the 
pale horſe always rides the circuit, and 
doth execution wherever he cometh, 
no ſhield or buckler, or armour of proof 
can defend us, no, not an army or 
guard of men or Angels. If dreadful 
Death finds a King on his Throne, or a 
beggar on the Dunghill, it's all a caſe. 
The ſtrength of a man, though a Samp- 
ſon, this great Leviathan, death, counts 
but a ſtraw ; death doth his work ſpee- 
dily, eaſily, witneſs the laſt plague, I 
ſhall add here. 

1. Death's calls, warning, and alarms, 
are very frequent, not one of you but 
have had many a call aud knock, to 
mind you of Death. 

2. Death's commands are peremptory ; 
he brings his writ along with him. 
Death comes in the name of the terrible 
Judge, and takes his commiſſion out of 
the Court of Heaven, in order to the 
accompliſhment and execution. of an 
eternal and irrevocable decree, ſo * 
: e 
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he muſt do his work, will have his er- 
rand. If a man had Mines of Gold 
and Silver to give, it cannot deli- 
ver from the arreſt of this inexorable 

Serjeant. 
3. Death's Conqueſt is great. I know 
thou wilt bring me to death, and the 
place appointed for all living. What 
man is he that liveth, and ſhall not ſee 
death? Thou haſt ſet his bounds that 
he can't paſs. They that have con- 
quered Kingdoms and countries, and 
carried all before them, have been ſub- 
jected by death. When death comes 
and takes a man by the throat, though 
the proudeſt, ſtouteſt, ſtrongeſt in the 
World, he muſt go, willing or unwil- 
ling, tis all one to death. Tis ob- 
ſervable, that of bad men, their ſouls 
are not reſigned, but taken away. 
What is the hope of the Hypocrite, 
tho' he hath gained, when God taketh 
away his Soul, Fob xxvii. 8, 20. A 
tempeſt ſtealeth. him away in the night. 
This night ſhall thy ſoul be required, 
death will not ſtay one night. Tis in 
vain for them that are ſtrong and live- 
ly, to ſay to death, go to the wrinkled 
faces, to the grey heads, to the pale 
cheeks, to the naked backs, the dry 
. bones, 
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bones, to the dry breaſts, meddle not 


with this. young man, ſtrike not this 


comely beautiful woman, that 1s in 
the flower and prime of Nature. Go 
to yonder conſumptive, - declining, de- 
caying, dying old man, go to that weak 
withered old woman. Let me alone 
to be excuſed, O but death regards it 
not. For this great Conqueror Death, 
knocks as often at the young man's 
door, as at the door of the old 
Woman. Death arreſts and carrieth 
away the ſtrong, the healthy, the 
rich, the honourable, the learned, 
Priſoners, to the Grave, as often as 
the weak, the ſickly, the poor, the baſe 


and ignorant. 


2. You are to do it Serioufly, with thy 
ſoul: the living will lay it to heart, 
Eccleſ. vii. 2. The dead cannot; there's 
no device in the Grave ; then go about 
it now in good earneſt, before old age 
and death cometh. 

3. Do it effeually, go ene with 
work, leave it not undone, or but 
done to halves, let every luſt be 
mortified every duty performed, every 
grace exerciſed. As good never a whit, 
as never the nearer. Now you have 
opportunity before you, the day of 

| grace 
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grace is continued, Chriſt is at the 
door, open to him, and make all 
ſure; for if ever thou be juſtified, 
pardoned, ſanctified, it muſt be now. 
The conſiderations to perſuade you, are 
theſe following. 


— 


Motive 1. Conſider there is an abſo- 
lute and indiſpenſible neceſſity for the 
doing of it; a preſent neceſſity; an 
infinite and eternal neceſſity: other 
things may be done, this muſt be done, 
and it is more than time this great 
work were done and finiſhed. It is the 
grand buſineſs of your life, timely and 
truly to prepare for death and judg- 
ment. It were better that all your 
concerns in the World were wholly neg- 
lected, namely, Huſband, Wife, Chil- 
dren, Buying, Selling, Seed- time, 
Harveſt omitted, and let all run to 
ruin, than to hazard, loſe, and undo 
your ſouls, for this will certainly ruin 
body and foul for ever. i 

O ſeriouſly mind how little you have 
done in the time of your life paſt, and 
how uncapable you will be to do any 
thing at the end of time, when you 
come to take up your lodgings in a 

Grave. 
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1 Grave, O remember the days of dark. 
| neſs, they will be many, Ecclef. i. 18. 
They that have been in the Grave a 
WR thouſand years have done nothing, 
|| neither can you when you come there. 
| Now for you that have lived ſome 20. 
[ 30, 40, 5O, or 60 years, and done 
| nothing in order to a preparation for 
| your everlaſting ſtate, it is high time to 
| 

| 

| 


begin the work. 

The moſt of you are ſo ſenſeleſs, * as 

| not to conſider, or entertain a thought of 
[| death, till you hear the Bell, or ſee 
| a Grave or Coffin, or till Death comes 
| within your Walls, and knocks at your 
| - Bed's-head: When you ſee a Friend, a 
Child; a Brother, a Huſband, or Wife, 

| gaſping and dying, till you ſee him be- 
* dewed with his cold ſweats, and groan- 
ing with dying pangs, till your eyes 
thus affect your hearts, your hearts are 
ſeldom affected with the ſenſe of your 
mortality; Now ſith it muſt be done, 
|. and done ſuddenly, reſolve, in ſpight 
| of Men and Devils, and all the World, 
to ſet about the work. 
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Motive 2. Conſider, It may. be done, 
= you are in a capacity to do it, adored for 
i ever be free Grace! 

f 1. Time 
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1. Time and opportunity is yet be- 
fore you. The Torch burns, the Sun 
ſhines, yet it is day, though not morn- 
ing, ſome ſands are behind, though not 
a whole glaſs. Some of you are old, 
lame, deaf, but not dead; others 
weak, ſick, languiſhing, but alive. If 
the Sun were ſet, the Candle out, the 
Glaſs run, farewell all hope of Heaven, 
or of altering your condition for eyer. 
They that are gone down to the dead, 
and among the damned, may, and do 
reflect with torment upon the opportu- 
nities once offered to make them happy, 
but can call back none; that is impoſ- 
ſible. _ | 
2. God is willing to help, if. you go 
to him : Thine is the power ; and he gives 
it to them that have no ſtrength, J. xl. 
Duty is ours, Aſſiſtance Ka Succeſs i 18 
God's. That God who hath given thee 
a conſidering ſeaſon, can alſo give a con- 
ſidering foul; go to him upon thy 
knees, and beg as for thy life, his fpeedy 
aid; and ſay as the Woman to David, 
help O King; or as the Father for the diſ- 
treſſed Son, Mark ix. 22. If thou canſt 
do any thing, help us. Chriſt did help us; 
Seck and ye ſnall find. But it cannot be 
| I {aid 
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| aid ſo of ſeparated ſouls, becauſe time 


and means are gone for ever. | 
Then, in the Name of the Lord, quit 
ourſelves like men, wiſe men, that are 


indued with precious, rational, conſider- 


ing ſouls, that differenceth you from 
Brutes; let that noble faculty of reaſon 
be executed in conſidering your latter 


end. For conſideration is a ſerious, ea- 


ger, and lively act or exerciſe of the un- 
derſtanding about things to be done, or 
not to be done, furthering or impeding 


the execution of them, as it ſees good. 
It is the exerciſe of the mind and heart; 


theſe are at work in this Divine conſide- 
ration. Contemplatio (as one obſerves) 
looks upon.things, as the eye upon the 
Object; Judicium diſcerneth things whe- 
ther good or bad; but Meditation or 
Conſideration is a further inquiſition into 
the truth. Set Conſideration at work, 
and not like Brutes, ſuffer your eyes, 
ears, luſts, and ſenſes to be your guides, 
but commune with your hearts, con- 
ſider your ways, reflect upon your acti- 


ons, look to your end; which if you 


did, you would not be ſo ſenſual, ſo ſin- 

ful, as you have been and are, %. 1. 3. 
Motive 3. Conſider the omitting or 
neglect of it will render you the vor 4 
. -fools. 
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fools. If the doing of it be your higheſt 
wiſdom, the not doing it muſt needs be 
the greateſt folly; this will make you 
like Ephraim, a filly Dove without an 
heart. Do you know that you mult die, 
and die but once ? And will you not en- 
deavour to do that well, which cannot, 
be done the ſecond time? As Luther ſaid 
to his adverſaries, You can kill me but 
once, ye are not able to raiſe me to life again 
and kill me the ſecond time: So ſay I 
to thee, O thou ſecure ſinner, when 
thy breath is gone, it will return no 
more. | 

O conſider with a trembling heart, 
how much depends upon this dying 
once! namely, the gaining or loſing of 
thy dear precious Soul, the. gaining or 
loſing of the favour of God, the fruition 
of God; the joys of Heaven, or the tor- 
ments of Hell hangs upon it. 

When death comes, your eternity is 
caſt; the very next moment after-you 
have ſhot the black and amazing gulph, 
you ſhall ſee and know what you ſhall be, 
and where you ſhall be to all eternity. 
And will you judge the men of the earth, 
or worldly wiſe men, the wiſeſt men, 
who take care for the body, and neglect 
the Soul? that make proviſion for time, 
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faid ſo of ſeparated ſouls, becauſe time 
and means are gone for ever. 
Then, in the Name of the Lord, quit 
ourſelves like men, wiſe men, that are 


indued with precious, rational, conſider- 


ing ſouls, that differenceth you from 
Brutes ; let that noble faculty of reaſon 
be executed in conſidering your latter 
end. For conſideration is a ſerious, ea- 
ger, and lively act or exerciſe of the un- 
derſtanding about things to be done, or 
not to be done, furthering or impeding 


the execution of them, as it ſees good. 
It is the exerciſe of the mind and heart; 
theſe are at work in this Divine conſide- 


ration. Contemplatio (as one obſerves) 
looks upon things, as the eye upon the 
Object ; Judicium diſcerneth things whe- 
ther good or bad; but Meditation or 
Conſideration is a further inquiſition into 
the truth. Set Conſideration at work, 

and not like Brutes, ſuffer your eyes, 
ears, luſts, and ſenſes to be your guides, 
but commune with your hearts, con- 
ſider your ways, reflect upon your acti- 


ons, look to your end; which if you 


did, you would not be ſo ſenſual, fo ſin- 
ful, as you have been and are, Jia. 1% %% 
Morive 3. Conſider the omitting or 
neglect of it will render you the * 
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fools. If the doing of it be your higheſt 
wiſdom, the not doing it muſt needs be 
the greateſt folly ; this will make you 
like Ephraim, a ſilly Dove without an 
heart. Do you know that you muſt die, 
and die but once ? And will you not en- 
deavour to do that well, which cannot 
be done the ſecond time ? As Luther ſaid 
to his adverſaries, You can kill me but 
once, ye are not able to raiſe me to life again 
and kill me the ſecond time: So ſay I 
to thee, O thou ſecure ſinner, when 
thy breath is gone, it will return no 
more. | 

O conſider with a trembling heart, 
how much depends upon this dying 
once! namely, the gaining or loſing of 
thy dear precious Soul, the. gaining or 
loſing of the favour of God, the fruition 
of God; the joys of Heaven, or the tor- 
ments of Hell hangs upon it. 

When death comes, your eternity is 
caſt; the very next moment after you 
have ſhot the black and amazing gulph, 
you ſhall ſee and know what you ſhall be, 
and where you ſhall be to all eternity. 
And will you judge the men of the earth, 
or worldly wiſe men, the wiſeſt men, 
who take care for the body, and neglect 
the Soul ? that make proviſion for time, 
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but none for eternity? O, Sirs, if you 
would but trace them to a ſick Bed, a 
Death-bed, from thence into eternity, 
and to God's dreadful Tribunal, you 
might eaſily determine, Jer. xvii. 11. 
Luke xli. 19. 20. and xvi. 22, 23. 
Revel. vi. 28. | 


Motive 4. In a very little time your 
preſent, powerful, and awakening helps 
and advantages to excite, and put you in 
mind of the other world, will be paſt and 
gone. And theſe are chiefly three, viz. 
I. Awakening Ordinances. 2 Awake- 
ning Providences. 3. Awakening Con- 
victions. 
1. Awakening Ordinances will hwy an 
end. The faithful, powerful Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, that watch ſor your ſouls, 
and whoſe office it is to fire the Beacons, 
and give the Alarm, will, we know not 
how ſoon, finiſh their work. Theſe Boa- 
nergeſes, and Ambaſſadors of the Lord, 
that preach the dreadful and amazing 
Doctrine of Death and Judgment, and 
that with loud and earneſt cries, tears, 
and fervor of ſpirit, to make you ſenſible 
of your fin and danger, will ſhortly be 
called home. Mz es, that great Pro- 
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phet, after he had compoſed this excel- 
lent Song (of which my Text 1s a part) 
was gathered to his Fathers. Noah, that 
Preacher of Righteouſneſs, after he had, 

for many years together, warned the old 
World, was called into the Ark, and 
they had never a Sermon more, till the 
wrath of God came upon them, and 
there was no remedy, 2 Pet. 11.5. Be 
not therefore as your Fathers unto whom 
the former Prophets have cry'd, ſaying, 
Turn ye from your evil ways, for they have 
not long to cry. The Prophets do not live 
for ever, Zech. 1. 4, 5, You cannot ra- 
tionally expect always to hear the plea- 
ſant noiſe of Aaron's Bells, or the | 9a 
of the Silver Trumpets, the Sun will go 
down over the Prophets; therefore while 
the Watchmen, are upon the Walls, take 
warning, and finiſh your work while you 

have the light. O, Sirs, improve for 
your eternal advantage, thoſe plain and 
powerful Sermons which you hear and 
read; and let it not be accounted legal 
Preaching. Who were more ſevere in 
their Preaching than our Lord, and his 
fore-runner ? Whom we ought to imi- 
tate, otherwiſe we draw the horrible fin 
of blood-guiltineſs upon our ſouls, Ezek. 
i, 18,19, It is obſerved, that there are 
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more dreadful Doctrines ſcattered up and 
' down in the New Teſtament, than in the 
Old, the powerful application of which 
is very neceſſary both for ſecure ſinners, 
and drowſy Saints. Holy David, after 
his fall, fell into a deep ſleep, and did 
not awake, until Nathan came and told 
him plainly and particularly of his fin. 
And of the Virgins we read, while the 
Bridegroom tarried, they all ſlumbered 
and ſlept, Matth. xxv. O how many 
ſleepy Souls are there in the World, and 
in many Cities, Towns, and Pariſhes in 
this Nation, that will either living, dy- 
ing, or after death, ſadly bewail 2 not 
improving the labours of the faithful 
Paſtors! Terk 
2. All your awakening Providences, by 
which God warns and calls, will have 
an end, The great and glorious God, 
for a long time together, hath been 
ſpeaking and calling to us by. his 
Word, and of late years he hath ſpoken 
by his dreadful Rod, and that very ter- 
ribly. The Sword, the Plague, the 
Fire, the decay of Trade, and other 
Judgments, are the loud Voice of an 
angry God. Thoſe Afflictions on our 
Families, Relations, Eſtates; Perſons, 
are in order to the awakening us out of 
a - lleep, 
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Neep, and ſo for our profit. When Ma- 
naſſeb was among the thorns, and bound 
with fetters, and carried into Babylon, - 
he beſought the Lord, and humbled 
himſelf greatly, 2 Chron. xxx111. 11, 12, 
13. After Ephraim was chaſtiſed, he 
awaked, turned, and repented, for the 
Bonds and Cords of AMiction do open 
the ear to inſtruction ; when he ſhew- 
eth them their work, and their tranſ- 
greſſion, and commandeth that they 
turn from Iniquity, Fob xxxvi. $, 9, 10. 
Jer. xxxi. 18, 19, Now *to have a deaf 
ear to the Rod and Word, to be hard- 
ned, and ſecure, and go on in lin under 
awakening and amazing Providences is a 
dreadful Judgment, and that which 
ripens men for ruin, 2 Chron. xxviii. 
22. This is that King Ahbaz, who, in the 
time of his diſtreſs, did treſpaſs yet 
more againſt the Lord, Fer. v. 3. 

3. Your awakening Conviftions will 
have an end too. Thoſe ſecret and pow- 
erful workings, ſtrivings, and ſtrug- 
glings of the Spirit of God under the 
Rod, and in the World, will be ſuf- 
pended. Chriſt will not always be at 
the door calling, knocking, and his ſpi- 
rit that is ſo much grieved and oppoſed, 
will not always ſtrive and ſtruggle with 
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your Hearts and Conſciences, Gen. vi. 
3- Now ſinners, if you have any love 
or regard to your immortal Souls, be- 
fore all theſe helps be taken away, be 
wiſe to conſider, and prepate for your 
end: + Leſt God ſhould ſpeedily reſolve 
and ſay to you as to the Jews, Ja. 
i. 6. Why ſhould ye be ftriken any 
more? Or, as Hof. iv. 17. Ephraim 
ig joined to Idols, let him alone. They 
will have their Luſts, and they ſhall 
have them. As live, ſaith the Lord, 
this iniquity ſhall not be purged till you 
die. Sith nothing will prevail, I am 
reſolved, faith God, they ſhall never 
hear any awakening, ſoul-ſearching 
Sermon more, never have a Correction 
or Conviction more till they go down 
to Hell. : vo 
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Motive 5. Conſider that the earneſt cries, 
tears, prayers of unbelievers, when they come 
to die, will be in vain, fruitleſs, and un- 
ſucceſsful. Though you ſpeak in the 
anguiſh of your ſouls, and complain 
in the bitterneſs of your ſpirits; | 
when your fleſh upon you ſhall have 
pain, and your ſouls within you 

| ſhall 
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ſhall mourn, it will be to no pur- 
poſe. 
You that will not ſeek God betimes, 
and make ſupplication to the Almighty, 
that will not pray while you have time 
to pray, helps to pray, health to pray, 
encouragements to pray. 

Now God invites, you may have an 
audience, your Prayers in a dying hour 
will be but the expreſſions of your fears 
and terrors, ariſing from the ſenſe and 
nearneſs of your danger, when there 
will be but a ſtep between your depart- 
ing Souls, and the ſtate of Devils: God 
ſeldom hears from ſome men, unleſs 
trouble, ſickneſs, fear, diſtreſs, and an- 
guiſh cometh upon them. Then pain 
will make them pray, and howl upon 
their beds; and it is but howling, not 
praying, Hoſ. vii. 14. But will God 
hear his cry, when trouble cometh upon him ? 
faith Job xxvii. 9. No, faith the Lord, 
1 will not be enquired of by you, Ezek. xx. 
3. Becauſe it cometh from an evil mind, 
or ſtinking breath, proceeding from a 
corrupt, rotten, curſed heart, and then 
it muſt needs be abominable, Prov xxi. 
17, and xv. 8. I will (faith David) 
waſh. mine hands in innocency, and then 
compaſs thine Altar ; for if 1 regard ini- 
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quity in my heart, the Lord will not hear 
my Prayer, Pſal. Ixvi. 18. If God would 
not hear a David's Prayer, a man after 
God's own heart, he will not hear a 
Devil's Prayer, nor the Prayer of a 
Swearer; Sabbath-breaker, Drunkard ; 
he heareth not finners that like and love 
their luſts. No, ſaith the Holy Ghoſt, 
though they ſeek me early, they ſhall 
not find me. Here note, that there 1s 
a twofold early, namely, Gods early, 
and man's early. God's early is in the 
morning of our life, in the time of 
youth, then God calls and _ to 
come, Prov. i. 24. Eccigſ. x11, Man's 
early is in the Evening, or at * end of 
life, or when man is nigh unto death, 
when pain, forrow, and anguiſh cometh 
upon him. In their afflictions they will 
ſeek me early, Hof. v. ult. When fear 
cometh as deſolation, and deſtruction 
cometh as a whirlwind, then ſhall they 
call upon me, but I will not anſwer; 
they ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall 
not find me, Prov. 1. 27. 28. God will 
ſay to all ſuch ſinners, remember it, as 
Jaac to Abimelech, Gen. xxvi. 27. 
Wherefore come ye to me, ſeeing ye hate 
me, and have ſent me away from you: 
Or he will ſay, as once to the — 
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of Iſrael, that cryed to him in their ſore 
diſtreſs, Go cry to the Gods which ye bave 


choſen, let them deliver you in the time 


your tribulation; as for me, I will not 


deliver you, Judg. x. 14. You have 
ſerved the Devil, W the world, 
ſatisfied your luſts, Joined with mine 


enemies; go to the Devil, go to your 


Luſts, to your wicked Company, let 
them deliver you in your diſtreſs: Now 
Death and Devils are come for you, I 
will not own you nor your Prayers; 
your ſoul abhorred me, and my ſoul 
abhors you and your Prayers, dern 
from me, I know you not. 


g en 


Motive 6. It is the great comfort of the 
godly man's life to hope, and know that he 
is fit for Death. "Whatever be their. Lot 
and portion in this World, be aſſured it 


ſhall go. well with them in the other 


World. Art thou in a ſtate of Grace, at 
odds with ſin, and truly in love with 
Chriſt and Holineſs ; be of good cheer, 
go thy way, and eat thy Bread with joy, 
and drink thy Wine with a merry heart, 
for the bitterneſs of Death is paſt. The 


King of Terrors that had the power of 


death, is conquered by the Lord of 
| I 6 Life. 
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Life. - Terrible Death that rides on the 


pale Horſe, is diſmounted by the dear 
Lord that rides on the white Horſe, 
under whoſe bloody Croſs thou mayeſt 
ſee him diſarmed, wounded and dead: 
Death that reigned from Adam to Moſes, 
is now {ſwallowed up in Victory, Ja. xv. 
8. 1 will ranſom thee from the power of 
the Grave; I will redeem thee from Death ; 

O Death, I will be thy plagues; O Grave, 
7 will be thy deftruftion. The believing 
Soul is dead with Chriſt while he lives, 
Rom. vi. 8. And is delivered, not only 
from the damnation of ſin, but the do- 
minion of ſin, and there is hope in his 
death. When he dieth, he ſhall die in 
the Lord, Revel. xiv. 13. He ſhall ſlee 


in Jeſus, 1 Thef. iv. 14. His end ſhall 


be peace, P/al. xxxvii. 37. This made 
the Apoſtle, after his ſad conflict, 
Rom. vil. to triumph over this laſt ene- 
my Death, 1 Cor. xv. 55. 
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Motive 7. If you ſhould 105 prepare for | 
death, yet you will wiſh you had, (as ma- 


ny do when it is too late.) You that are 
for making for the fleſh, and ſo eagerly 


purſuing the World, and the things of 
it, when you ſhall be caſt upon a wr 
0 
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of languiſhing, you will wiſh, in the 
very torment of your minds, and flames 
of horror, O that I had parted with my 
ſin! O that I had been careful to pleaſe 
and honor God, and to get an intereſt 
in Jeſus Chriſt! Then ſhould I now 
have died the death of the Righteous ; 
but this I wholly ſlighted. I proſecuted 
the World with might and main, and 
got ſo many thouſands for my Poſteri- 
ty, and J lived a merry and jovial life, 
but for my Soul, for my Eternity, things 
of infinite worth, I have done nothing, 
I forgot my Soul. Now here is the 
Meſſenger of Death come for me, to 
impriſon my Body in the Grave, the 
Chambers of Darkneſs, and to carry my 
Soul I know not whither, I fear to Hell. 
O that I had been wiſe to underſtand this! 
To conſider my latter end, What would I 
now give to live but a-few years more, 
to make proviſion for this Soul, that 
muſt now enter into the gulf of endleſs 
eternity. EE 


Motive 8. Conſider, the gain will be ex- 
ceeding great. As will appear by theſe 
following particulars. 9 55 

1. Would you hate Sin as Hell, and 
be more truly holy, Conſider your lat- 
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ter end. This is moſt certain, that all 
the Antecedents, and dreadful conſe- 
quences of death, ſpring and grow out 
of this bitter root. What is it that 
wounds, ſtings, pains, and kills? What 
is it that brings diſeaſes, and threatens 
death? that murders the body, and 
that damns and burns the foul? what 
is it that doth neceſſitate thee to 
make uſe of Phyſic and Phyſicians 
whilſt alive? and bringeth thee to a 
Coffin and Grave when thou art dead ? 
Is it not fin which thou embraceſt in 
thy boſom ? 

You poor, blind, deluded ſouls, as 
little and as lovely as fin looks in your 
wanton eyes, it is the Mother and Nurſe 
of all your miſeries, hatched in Hell, 
the Devil's ſpawn or excrement. He 
that committeth fin is of the Devil, 1 John 
itt. 8, This is that evil thing and bit- 
ter, that hauls Death and Hell at the 
heels of it: Yea, that arms Death, 
Devils, and Hell againſt us. Were it 
not for this black, ugly, fierce, cruel 
and bloody Adverſary, Law or Juſtice 
could not condemn us, Death could not 
kill us, Devils could not torment us, 
Hell could not burn us. - 

| Sin 
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Sin is the Traitor and Murderer of 
your immortal ſouls, and thoſe nails that 
will ſhortly dig your Graves: And will 
you hug, hide, and hold it faſt? Will 
a Woman put a knife into her boſom, 
that hath killed or murdered her dear 
Child or Huſband ? No, by no means, 
it muſt be broken and caſt away for ever. 
Now, Sirs, if Sin be the Enemy, uſe 
it as an Enemy or Murderer, kill it, take 
the ſacrificing knife and cut the throat 
of it, or ſtrike the heart-vein, and let it 
bleed until it dies. Deal by it, as Samuel 
by Agag, cut in pieces. Did you think 
ſeriouſly of Death and Hell, you would 
hate it to purpoſe, and fay, away to Hell 
with it, from whence it came; and it 
would put you upon a deſire and earneſt 
endeavour after Holineſs : being expoſed 
to a diſſolution, what manner of perſons 
ought ye to be in all holy Converſation 
and godlineſs, 2 Pet. iii. 11. But if you 
forget death, you will make dreadful 
work, namely, your accounts greater, 
and Hell the hotter; you will increaſe 
your ſin, and God will heap up wrath a- 
gainſt the day of wrath. And if ever 
God ſhew mercy, it will coſt you dear, 
your Souls muſt mourn, your hearts muſt 
break and bleed for fin; for unleſs you 
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repent, you will certainly be damned, 
Lute xiii. 5. 

2. Would you ſpeedily call off your 
hearts from the world, and lay up u a 
treaſure in Heaven, Remember your latter. 
end: In the greateſt affluence of worldly 
proſperity, always conſider that you muſt 

ie 

Poor worldlings! that make: Gold 
your hope, whoſe plottings and plod- 
dings are for earth. If Death and Eter- 
nity were more in your thoughts, you 
would let go that in your affections, 
which you cannot hold in your poſſeſſion, 
and love that but a little that will be 
loſt, and which you cannot love long; 
Riches have wings, and they will be 
gone. Conſider how little the things of 
the World will ſtand you in ſtead in the 
evil day, your gold and ſilver cannot 

keep you ne Diſeaſes whale you live; 
nor from Hell atter you are dead, Prov. 
Ai. 4. Pfal. Alix. 6, 7. 

It falleth out with many of the great 
ſtorers of the World, as it doth with a 
Sumpter-horſe, who all the day carrieth 
a great Treaſure upon his back, but at 
night it is taken from him, and he thruſt 
into a foul Stable. So many wealthy 
Worldlings that tire themſelves to get. 

and 
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and carry Worldly Treaſure, when Death 
cometh it's taken from them, and they 
for their ill-getting, or ill-uſing of it, 
are thruſt down to Hell: The rich man 
died, and in Hell lift up his eyes. 

And if you would deaden your hearts 
to this empty earth, and look after a 
treaſure above, a happineſs beyond the 
Grave, that ſhall laſt as long as your 
Souls ſhall laſt, think often of Death, 
this would divert your worldly cares and 
projects. 8 

Remember from this day to your laſt 
day cannot be long, your Journey or 
Voyage is ſhort, and a little proviſion is 
enough, neither Poverty nor Riches, but 
food convenient, is the deſire and choice 
of a Citizen of Sion. Converſe more 
with death, and be often looking into 
Eternity, and thou mayeſt hear (as it 
were) a Voice ſpeaking to thee as God 
to Baruck, Jer. xlv. 4, 5. I will break 
down, and pluck up, and ſeekeſt thou great 
things, ſeck them not. Death is the great 
Leveller that will make all equal, and 
you that graſp the World moſt.greedily, 
will find it but vanity ; for all is vanity, 
is the language of experience, Eccle/. i. 2. 


1 John ii. 17. ; | 
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When Samuel was to anoint Saul, he 
brought or directed him to Rachel's Se- 
pulchre, and to this end (as is ſuppoſ- 
ed) namely, to ſuppreſs or prevent 
haughty, proud thoughts, that might 
ariſe from that new and great prefer- 
ment. And if the uppen be true, 
it is as if he had ſpoken thus, Saul, 
God hath highly honoured you, and I 
anoint you King : But remember, here 
lies the duſt of that beautiful Rachel; 
and though you are now King in Mael, 
yet muſt you be as Rachel, viz. laid in 
a Grave or Sepulchre, the thoughts of 
which is a very mortifying Meditation, 
You that have the waters of a full Cup, 
that wallow in wealth, and fwim in 
worldly glory, to wean you from the 
World (that your hearts may not be 
turned into Earth, and buried before 
you are buried) keep freſh in your 
thoughts Death and Eternity, Fob xiv. 
ts . ; 
3. Would you be deeply ſenſible of 
the ſad and doleful condition of unbe- 
lievers when they come to die? think 
ſeriouſly of your latter end. What will 
you do in the hour of diftreſs, when God 
{hall call for your breath, change your 
countenance, and require your Souls, 


if 


E 
if you have made no preparation for 
Death and Judgment ? 

Poor Souls! I would pity you with my - 
very heart, to think how 1gnorant you 
are of your great concernments; you, 
eat, drink, ſleep, buy, ſell, and get gain, 
but ſlight your ſouls, and do not conſider 
of the evil day. 1429 

Woe be unto him that 1s alone, that 
is alone in Life, and alone in Death, that 
hath no Chriſt to befriend him, or ſtand 
by him in that woeful day, that cometh 
to he down. on his death-bed without 
peace or pardon, who ſhall go into a 
Grave, and ſtand before the Bar without 
an Advocate to plead for him. 

It is moſt probable, you we have dif- 
ferent e e of yourſelves and o- 
thers in your dying hour, for the nearer 
the Object, the clearer the ſight; O 
finners! when the door of Eternity be- 
gins to open (as uſually it doth to men 

ying) you will have other thoughts of 
yourſelves and other men. Here you 
ruffle it out, thinking yourſelves above, 
and better than others; behold great - 
Babel, ſaid that proud perſon in his 
princely Palace ; but when pale death 
appears, it will pull down thoſe Peacock's 
Feathers, cauſe their Creſts to fall. ng 
| the 
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if you have made no preparation for 
Death and Judgment ? | 

Poor Souls! I would pity you with my 
very heart, to think how ignorant you 
are of your great concernments; you, 
eat, drink, ſleep, buy, ſell, and get gain, 
but ſlight your ſouls, and do not conſider 
of the evil day. 

Woe be unto him that 1s alone, that 
is alone in Life, and alone in Death, that 
hath no Chriſt to befriend him, or ſtand 
by him in that woeful day, that cometh 
to he down. on his death-bed without 
peace or pardon, who ſhall go into a 
Grave, and ſtand before the Bar without 
an Advocate to plead for him. 

It is moſt probable, you may have dif- 
ferent aplrihcnfibes of yourſelves and o- 
thers in your dying hour, for the nearer 
the Object, the clearer the ſight; O 
ſinners! when the door of Eternity be- 
gins to open (as uſually it doth to men 

ying) you will have other thoughts of 

yourſelves and. other men. Here you 
ruffle it out, thinking yourſelves above, 
and better than others; behold great 
Babel, ſaid that proud perſon in his 
princely Palace ; Þut when pale death 
appcary, it will pull down thoſe Peacock's 
'eathers, cauſe their Creſts to fall. ger 
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the World ſhines and ſparkles in your 
eyes, which makes-you judge and think, 
that nothing but Riches, Honour, and 
Greatneſs, can make you happy ; then 
it will appear (the Paint being off) to 
be an empty nothing. As for the pure 
in heart, who mourn for ſin, and mind 
their Souls above the World, are ſcorn- 
ed, jeered, hated, being looked upon 
as a company of poor, penſive, ſneaking, 
beſotted fools, will then be adjudged the 
beſt, wiſeſt, and happieſt men on Earth. 
Now fin is excuſed, and called a light 
and little thing, or trick of youth ; but 
then it will have a black and dreadful 
face, and feel more heavy than lead, taſte 
more bitter than Death itſelf. 

| Now the Damned and Curſed Crew, 
are your brave boon Companions and 
boſom friends; but when you are come 
to your dying groans, and cold ſweats, 
away with them, their ſight is terrible. 
But know that you who have been com- 
panions in ſin, muſt be companions in 
ſufferings, and lye down together. in 
everlaſting chains and flames; you ſhall 
be fettered and bound together, and 
never part any more for ever. th 

| Now an intereſt in Chriſt, and a life 


of holineſs, is little valued, and every 
baſe 
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baſe luſt and trifle preferred: then a 
World, a World for Chriſt. Forty 
thouſand pounds ſor a good Conſcience, 
cried out a wicked wealthy Worldling, 
when dying, and paſſing into eternity. 

4. Would you expediate your Repen- 
tance? try your ſtate, and make all 
ready for the other World ; think upon 


this laſt enemy, the King of Terrors, 


that will e're long terminate your days, 
and then all your opportunities will be 
gone for ever. | 
If the thoughts of death, eſpecially 
the ſecond death, did but influence 
your hearts and penetrate upon your 
conſciences, you would eaſily be per- 
ſwaded to caſt away your ſins; namely, 
to cut off a right hand, or pluck out a 
right eye, and to rent your hearts, to ſit 
alone, to mourn in ſecret, to afflict your 
fouls, and to, put your mouths in the 
duſt,” if ſo be there may be hope, 
Lam. iii. 28, 29. We ſee that men in 
a journey, if they think they have day 
enough, they are ſlack, and ſlow enough, 
but if they ſee but a little time, they 
will make ſpeed. If a man muſt do 
the work of a whole day in half a day, 
he will make haſte: Repentance is not 
a work for a day, tho' a daily work, our 
"x a whole 
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whole life is little enough to compleat 
and perfect it. As long as we ſin, we 
muſt mourn; while we provoke the 
Judge, we muſt plead guilty, and fue 
out our Pardon with Ropes about our 
Necks, and ſmiting on our breaſts (and 
if it might be) with tears of Blood. 
And the great things of Death and 
Judgment will prepare and prompt you 
to 4 it ſuddenly for when the day 
is gone, the night comes, and the 
Grave and Hell have ſhut their mouths 
upon you, what can be done? Eeccle/. 
. 10. | 
5. Would you pray more fervently, 
more frequently than ever you have 
done? remember you muſt die. 
The Monuments and Statues of the 
dead (as one notes) are made in 4 
praying ſture, viz. kneeling, and with 
ands lifted up to Heaven (as if the 
remembrance of them, now dead) 
ſhould teach us our duty, what we muſt 
do whilſt living. One that was wont to 
pray often in a day, being aſked, why 
e ſpent ſo much time in Prayer? gave 
no other anſwer but this, I muſt die, I 
muſt die. An awakening apprehenſion 
of a man's entrance upon an endleſs 
ſtate, and a ſpeedy approach before the 
| Holy 


„ 
Holy God, will make him pray, and 
that importunately. If there be in the 
Family, a Huſband, Wife, or Child, 
near unto death, almoſt every one that 
cometh about the bed will be lifting up 
hands, and puting up Prayers, and 
then you cry out, ſend ſpeedily for ſome 
ſober ſerious Miniſter, or for ſome ſolid, 


ſavory, praying Chriſtian, to commend 
his ſad caſe to God. The young Man 


that lately ſuffered for Murder, who 
came into Newgate as ignorant of God, 
as the Horſe or the Mule; and ſenſeleſs 
of his ſoul, as a ſtock or a ſtone, was, 
by the acceſs and application of Mini- 
ſters to him, convinced of his deſperate 
caſe, and through the Grace and bleſſing 
of God upon his appointed means, he 
ſeemed ſo deeply ſenſible of the dreadful 
hazard of his precious ſoul, that he did 
with ſo much brokeneſs of heart con- 
feſs his ſins, pray and plead with God in 


Chriſt for pardon, even to the wonder 


and amazement of thoſe Miniſters and 
Chriſtians who were preſent.. And be- 
ing aſked how often he prayed, an- 
ſwered, five or ſix times in a day; and 
it was with ſuch meltings, and multitude 
of tears, that did move the very bowels 
of the Auditors (and as they ſaid) turn- 

| ed 
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ed them into tears. Thus you ſee how 
a powerful conviction of Death and 
judgment may prevail upon the heart, 
to make them cry to God, that never 
prayed before. As for you that can lie 
down at night, riſe up in the morning, 
and go about the World without ſecret 
or Family Prayer: I muſt tell you that 
you have but ſlight, if any thoughts of 
death and eternity, and no ſenſe of, or 


regard of your everlaſting condition, 


bn 5 is a ſad ſymptom of a Chriſtleſs 

ate. | 
6. Would you do good to others, to 
their bodies and to their ſouls, conſider 
you muſt dye, for after death you will 
be utterly incapacitated of doing any 
thing. The wiſe Man ſpeaking of the 
ſeaſon of doing, and of the viciſſitudes 
of Man's Life, namely, that there is a 
time to be born, and a time to die: and 
he having obſerved the iſſues and changes 
of Providence, that hath made every 
thing beautiful in its. ſeaſon, concludes, 
that it is beſt for a man to do good in 
his life, Ecclieſ. iii. 12. As you have 
therefore opportunity (ſaith the Apoſtle) 
let us do good to all men, Gal. vi. 10. 
When it is in the power of thine hand to do 
it, Prov. iii. 27. Sirs, the real * 
0 
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of death will prompt you to give a porti- 
on to ſix, and alſo to ſeven, and that in 
ſeaſon; for when death comes, all is 
gone, then it's no more in the power of 
thine hand to do it. 
Did you now believe and conſider, 
that you muſt die, and give an account 
to God, the great Landlord and Donor 
of all your good things (great Receipts, - 
having great Accounts) you would not 
contract your hearts, and ſhut up your 
bowels againſt thoſe many miſerable ob- 
jects who are ſo often in your view. 
Now, that you may be like ſheep, 
and not like ſwine, be good in your life ; 
and let your acts of mercy be diſtributed 
in the morning, the fitteſt ſeaſon to ſow 
this ſeed : therefore ſpeedily draw out thy 
Soul to the hungry, before death ſeparate 
thy ſoul and Body; ſor with ſuch Sacrifice 
God is well pleaſed, 1/a. x. Heb. xiii. 14. 
7. Woul 85 get and keep ſincerity, 
(a precious Pearl indeed) think often of 
Death and Judgment. Then it will be 
tried, then it will ſtand you in ſtead. 
Sincerity (the Scripture ee is the 
beſt of a Chriſtian, the grace of every 
Grace; for Faith unfeigned, and love in 
ſincerity, are the very Nerves and Sinews 


of Chriſtianity. 
55 K | The 
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The next beſt to the precious blood 
and righteouſneſs of our glorious Redee- 
mer, (to plead for us at the hour of death, 
and in the Court of Heaven) is truth in 
the inward parts, Ja. xxxviii. 3. To be a 
mourner in Sion is matter of ſolace, and 
real comfort, but to be a ſinner in Sion is 
ſad, and will be matter of torment. A 
Judas among the Apoſtles, a Devil in a 
Samuel's Mantle, is a Devil indeed. The 
ſinners in Sion are afraid, and cauſe enough; 
for to live and die a Hypocrite, is moſt 


dreadful, becauſe Hypocriſy will certainly 
bring you down to Hell, yea, the hotteſt 


place of that devouring fire, and everlaſt- 


. 1ng burning, ſhall be the Hypocrite's por- 


tion, Ja. xx11i. 14. Matth. xxiv. 51. 
8. Laſtly, would you redeem - your 
time, and be greedy of getting Grace in 


the day of Grace, for the preſent, ſpi- 


ritual, and eternal Salvation of Souls; 
think ſeriouſly of your end. 

You ſleepy ſecure Souls! Did you 
conſider, that the night of death will 
come certainly, and may come ſuddenly, 
you would work while it is day, and 
not be ſo mad as to put off believing, 
repenting, and Soul-afflicting work, ſelf- 
trying, and approving work, until the 
evil day of old age, a ſick- bed, or dy- 
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ing pangs ſeize upon you. Conſider, 
a death-bed repentance is ſeldom had, 
and ſeldom good, or a ſick- bed repen- 
tance is ſeldom a ſound, but often ſick 
repentance. Now if you would imitate 
your Lord, to work while it is day, re- 
member you muſt die, Job ix. 4. 


Directions and Helps to conſider of your 
latter End. 


Direct. 1. Search diligently to find out 
what it is that keeps you, and the ſerious 
thoughts of death of eternity, at ſo great 
a diſtance, and cry mightily to God, ſpeedily 
to remove it: If it be either Ignorance, 
Atheiſm, Unbelief, Senſuality, Earth- 
ly-mindedneſs, or Security, be deeply 
ſenſible of i, and ſet Prayer to work, 
pour out thy very Soul to God with the 
greateſt fervor and importunity. Say as 
Moſes, Who knoweth the power of thine 
Anger? Even according to thy fear, ſo is 
thy wrath. So teach us to number our 
days, that we may apply our hearts unto 
wiſdom, Pſal. xc. 11, 12, Sirs, it is 
ſpiritual Wiſdom will cauſe you to con- 
ſider, then cry after knowledge, and lift 
up thy voice for underſtanding, Prov. ii. 

„4. For ſhe is thy life, Prov. iv. 13. 
i: is as much as thy life and ſoul 1s worth. 
| K 2 Then 


(20 


Then enter into thy Cloſet, and fall on 


thy knees, and pray to God, in the 
Name of Chriſt, for ſpiritual Wiſdom; 


we muſt ſeek 1 it, Ezek. xxxvi. 37. And 


God will give it, Jam. i. 5. Beg more 
than for thy life, for a truly wiſe and 
awakened heart, without which the great 
concerns of God, and thine immortal 


Soul, be for ever neglected. 
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Direct. 2. Diligently and faithfully 
uſe, and improve the moſt awakening 
3 which have a tendency hereunto. 

. Set yourſelves under a powerful, faith- 
ful, and ſoul-ſearching Miniſtry, who make 
the converſion of Souls their main buſineſs. 
A lazy ſleepy Miniſter is Est like to a- 
waken a ſecure ſinner, the Conviction 
and Converſion of Souls 1s not the mark 
they ſhoot at. Reſolve to hear, love, 
countenance and encourage thoſe that 
grapple moſt with the Conſcience, and 
earneſtly endeavour to drive and draw 
Souls to Jeſus Chriſt, by ſetting the 
bleſſing and the curſe, life and death be- 
fore them. Conviction leads, the way to 
Converſion, as the needle of the thread : 
What is a Plaiſter worth, where there is 
no wound! ? It is the broken bones cry 

| out 
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out for help, the whole need not the 
Phyſician. General, overly Preaching 
is like the ſword in the ſcabbard, that 
doth not cut nor wound ; or like Phyſick 
in the bottle, that doth not penetrate or 
work ; but plain, particular convincing 
Preaching (fuch as Nathan's to David, 
or Peter's to the Jews, 2. Sam. 11.7. Aas 
'11. 36.) is like the ſword in the Bowels, 
or Phyſick in the Body, that will pain to 
purpoſe. Thoſe Preachers that have no 
faculty of reproving and convincing, 
ſleepy, ſecure ſinners, are like a com- 
pany of Drone Bees, that have loſt their 
ſting, being good for nothing. But they 
that have the charge of ſo many Golden 
Fleeces, ſhould ſever the Wheat from 
the Chaff, the Sheep from the Goats, the 
precious from the vile; and in ſo doing 
we ſhall be as God's Mouth, and free 
from the Blood of all Men. 

O then, let this dreadful and amazing 
Doctrine of Death and Judgment be 
more frequently and effectually r 
that ſouls in pefil near run, may ſee cheir | 
ſin*and danger, and fly to Chriſt as the 
only refuge: Knowing the terror of God, 
we perſwade men, 2 Cor. v. 11. Matth. 


ili. 7. 
K 3 2. Con- 


| ſure to acquaint thyſe 
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2. Converſe with the beſt Chriſtians, 
viz. them that are grave, ſober, ſolid, 
ſavoury, and ſound in the Faith : Such 
as make Religion their great buſineſs, 
who love to ſpeak of God, and of the 
World to come, and by whoſe Counſel 


and Example you may be ſtirred up, and 


perſwaded to repentance and holineſs, to 
conſider of Death and Judgment. Theſe 
were David's excellent ones, in whom 
he did delight, and make his compani- 
ons, P/al. iii. and cxix. 36. 

3. Read the beſt books, and thoſe that 
treat of Death and Judgment, but eſ- 
pecially the word of God. There are the 
pure Cryſtal Streams and richeſt Mines; 
in this field you will find the Pearl. Let 
the word of God dwell in you richly, be 
not ignorant of any _—_ of it, but be 

If with thoſe Scrip- 
tures that ſpeak of the ſhortneſs of Life, 
the certainty of Death and Judgment, 
Heaven and Hell: Read the Book of 
Job and the twelfth Chapter of Ecclęſi- 
aſtes, Pfal. xxxix. Pſal. xc. And let 
me deſire you to be often urging up6n 
your hearts ſome of thoſe Scriptures that 
ſet forth the dreadfulneſs of that place of 
Torment, that will be the portion of all 
that forget God, and make no n. 
or 
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for their precious ſouls : ſome few I have 
here ſet down, which I deſire you would 
all conſider and apply. Upon the wicked 
he ſhall rain fire and brimſtone, and a 
horrible tempeſt ; this ſhall be the portion 
of their Cup, Pſal xi. 6. Woe be unto 
the Wicked, it ſhall go ill with them, 
Ifa. iii. 10. He ball caſt them into a 
furnace of fire; there ſhall be weeping, 
wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth, Matth. 
X111. 42. Iſa. xxxiii. 14, and Ixvi. 15. 
Matth. xxv. 41. Luke xvi. 25, 26. 
2 Theſſ. i. 8, 9. Rev. vi. 8, 14, 16. 


Direct. 3. Make Conſcience of ſettin 
apart a little time every day on purpoſe 
to think of your latter end. Do it ſo 
frequently, until Death and you become 
familiar; ever and anon put thyſelf into 
a poſture of dying; converſe with.thy 
winding ſheet, Coffin, Grave; let thy 
great change be ſo upon thy heart, that 
thou mayeſt every morning or evening 
walk a turn or two with Death: Re- 
member how: ever it be with thee now, 
thou mult ere long be gaſping and groan- 
ing for death upon thy dying bed, and 
grapple with the King of Terrors, and 
in a moment go down to the Grave, and 
ſhalt come up no more, Job x. 21. 
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If thou wouldſt affect thy heart with 
thoughts of thy latter end, go down to 
Golgotha, and think upon thoſe dry bones, 
and putrified bodies, and there revive 
the memory of your departed Relations, 
Huſbands, Wives, Children, Friends, 
Neighbours, and look beyond the Cham- 
bers of the Grave, converſe with thoſe 
miſerable departed ſouls, give the Pri- 
ſoners of the pit a viſit. Meditate on 
the raging furious flames, that diſmal 
darkneſs, ſmoak and ſtink of the bot- 
tomleſs pit, the ſhrieking of the damned, 
and roaring of the Devils, the heart- 
Piercing complaints for water to cool 
their ſcorching tongues. And when 
thou doſt think upon thoſe Millions of 
ſouls that are hanging up in Hell, reflect 
upon thyſelf, and expect thy turn ſpee- 
dily. Suppoſe every day thy laſt, every 
meal thy laſt, every journey thy laſt, e- 
very duty, Sacrament,” Sermon, thy laſt. 
And when the Lord's day cometh, think 
with thyſelf this will be the laſt ſpiritual 
Market that I ſhall have to buy the ſpi- 
ritual Oil of Grace, and to provide for 
the Bridegroom's coming; # ih this day 


is ended, I may never more hear the 
Lord Jeſus ſpeak to me by the mouths of 
his fairhful Miniſters, never be invited 

to 
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to come to Chriſt, or to believe, repent, 
part with ſin, and accept of a pardon 
more, and ſo demean thyſelf every day, 
and in every duty, as if thou ſhouldſt be 
called to God's Bar, and. give up thine 
account at night. In all thy thoughts, 
words, and actions, ſay to thy ſelf, would 
I do thus and thus, viz. would I eat, 
drink, ſleep, converſe, buy, ſell, preach, 
hear, pray, or worſe, if I certainly knew 
this day would be my laſt. O let that 
Motto, Memento Mori, which ſome carry 
in their Rings, be engraven on your 
hearts, it being the great concernment 
of our lives. This is that which God's 
People, and ſome of the Heathen too, 
have been careful to remember. King 
Aſa made his Sepulchre in his lifetime, 
2 Chron. xvi. 14. and ſome in their Gar- 
dens, and places of ſolace and delight, as 
Joſeph of Arimathea, John x1x. 41. And 
ſome of the heathen were wont to walk 
among the Graves, to put them in mind 
of Death; ſome have had their Graves 
always before their Gates, others dead 
mens fkulls preſented every day at their 
Tables; and ſhall we that believe the 
Doctrine of the other World, put off the 
ſerious thoughts of death? Solomon ad- 
viſeth us, to go to the houſe of mourn- 

K 5 ing, 
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ing, telling us it is better, becauſe the 
living will lay it to heart. When you 
hear the tidings of the death of your 
Friends, Relations, or Neighbours, go 
thither, though not perſonally, yet con- 
templatively, in your minds and thoughts, 
go, and put yourſelves in their ſtead. 
And think thus, a living Man or Wo- 
man is become a dead Corps, or cold 
clay, the ſoul is gone to its everlaſting 
habitation ; but to what place, whether 
to be comforted or tormented, who can 
tell? If he were a godly man, he is 
certainly gone to heaven ; if thou art ſuch 
a one, thy ſoul will ſhortly be with him; 
but if an ungodly man, he is certainly 
gone to Hell, and now among Devils : 
And if thou art ſuch a one, thou ſhalt 
ere long be there too. Tis true, the 
dead can have no thoughts of the living, 
but the living (faith Solomon) know that 
they muſt die. And you that are young, 
when you hear of the death of a lively 
luſty young man, or lovely beautiful 
young woman, ſtop, reflect, and con- 
ſider, may not this be thy caſe, O man, 
woman, or child, in a very little ſpace ? 
I ſhall ſay no more by way of direction, 
only deſire you to review the particulars 
before mentioned, and you that are Pa- 

rents 
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rents and Maſters of Families, who make 
conſcience of looking to the ſouls of thoſe 
committed to your charge, may cauſe 
your children and ſervants to learn by 
heart the particulars I here ſet down. 

I. That it is moſt certain an end will be, 
2. At our latter end all things in this 
World will be gone for ever. 
3. All the pleaſures of fin will be gone, 
and leave nothing but a ſting. _ 
4. That only which is eternal, will 
tand us in ſtead. 
5. Conſider which of the two eternities 
are you going towards. 
6. We are all near our everlaſting ha- 
bitation. 
7. You know not how ſuddenly, or un- 
expected your end be. 
8. When death comes, your ſouls are 
tated, your eternity is caſt. 
9. 'Tis a dreadful and amazing fight, 
to fee a Chriſtleſs ſoul breathing out his 
laſt. 
4. Uſe. May be of comfort to the 
poor people of God, who, through fear 
of Death, are all their lifetime ſubject to 
bondage. Let not your hearts be trou- 
bled, fear not, neither be terrified, be- 
cauſe of this King of fears : But chear up 
your ſpirits, and comfort up your mow 
. | wit 
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with this, that death, as terrible as it is 
to the wicked, cannot hurt you. The 
day of your death will be better than the 
day of your birth, and therefore death is 
put into the Believer's Inventory, and 
reckoned amongſt his privileges, 1 Cor. 
111. 22. Death will be gain to the godly 
man, viz. an outlet to all his preſent 
miſery, and an inlet to endleſs glory. 
Then the truly penitent, perplexed, 
wearied ſoul, ſhall be perfectly free from 
the power of Satan, the fiery darts, and 
dreadful Temptations of that unclean 
ſpirit, Then the old Serpent for ever 
will be under their feet. Then the body 
of death ſhall be put off, and the in- 
dwelling of ſin, that natural fountain of 
Corruption, will be perfectly dried up. 
You ſhall never complain of vain 
thoughts, or hard hearts any more : 
Never doubt of the truth of Grace, or 
favour of God more: The Believer ſhall 
then be with Jeſus Chriſt, the day of his 
Diſſolution will be the Day of his 
Coronation, he ſhall then receive the 
Crown, ſit down on the Throne, and 
enter into his Maſter's joy, which is ful- 
neſs of joy and pleaſures for evermore. 


Odject. I ſometimes think of Death, 
but the thoughts of death and judgment 
| are 
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are very terrible, I fear I am not fit to 
die. How ſhall it be known ? 


Anſw. There is an habitual fitneſs for 
death, an actual fitneſs for death. Every 
graciouſly upright Man or Woman in 
the World, that fears God in Truth, is 
habitually fit to die, ſo prepared for his 
grear change, that the ſting of death, or 
ſecond death ſhall-not hurt him, having 
paſt the ſtrait gate, ſhot the gulf, he is 
out of danger. As ſoon as a man 1s in 
a ſtate of Grace, born again, made a new 
creature, and by Faith united unto the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; God is reconciled, 
his perſon juſtified, . his ſins pardoned, 
and -recorded in the Court of. Heaven, 
though his pardon 1s not brought down, 
tranſcribed and ſealed in the Court of his 
own Conſcience. The truly conyerted 
ſoul is God's ſpecial Favourite, and ſhall 
lodge in his boſom, and never be more 
out of his favour: Tis true, Heaven 
may be out of ſight, - God may frown, 
but will never condemn. There is now 
no condemnation to them that are in Cyriſt, 
Rom. viii. 1. Fan man fin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt ' 
the Righteous, 1 John ii. 1. Who ſhall 
lay any claim to the charge of God's Elef ? 

„ Lc. 
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it is God that juſtifieth, it is Chriſt that 
died, Rom. viii. 33, 34. 


Queſt. When is the Godly Man actu- 
ally prepared for Death ? 


Anſw. When his ſpiritual eſtate is 
well ſettled, viz. all made ſure between 
God and his ſoul particularly. 


1. When a man 1s truly conſcious to 
himſelf that he hath ſincerely, and with 
much brokenneſs of heart repented of all 
his known ſins committed before, or after 
converſion ſo that there is no freſh or 
former guilt remaining on him. This 
Godly ſorrow, is the Godly man's plea- 
ſure; he delights to be ſowing in tears, 
loves with his ſoul a wet ſeed- time; for 
they that ſow in tears ſhall reap a harveſt _ 
of Joy, which is a time of refreſhing from 
the preſence of God; compare P/al. 
cxxvi. 5, 6, and Acts iii. 19. 


2. When ſin is not ſo great a burden, 
that he is weary of this body of death, 
and willing the infected houſe ſhould be 
pulled down, that the Leproſy might be 
cured, that ſo he might never ſin or of- 
fend his Father more. The ſerious 

thoughts 
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thoughts and ſenſe of which is a heavy 
burden, and matter of grief that makes 
him groan and complain. We in this 
Tabernacle groan, being burdened: and 
O how bitterly did St. Paul complain, 
Rom. vii. 24. O wretched man that I am 
who ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
death! He had been in deaths often for 
the ſake of his dear Lord, but this 
death, his body of ſin, troubled him 
more than any: It was ſo great a bur- 
den to holy David, that he felt it in his 
very bones, P/al. xxxviil. 3. 


3. The Godly man is fit to die, when 
the work of Grace is perfected, and his 
Generation-work ended. When the be- 
lieving ſoul hath his Veſſel full of Oil, 
and the Wedding Garment of the Glo- 
rious Righteouſneſs of Chriſt above him, 
then he 1s a Veſſel of Honour prepared 
unto. Glory, . Rom. ix. 23, wrought ſor 
the ſelf-ſame thing, 2 Cor. iv. 5, and 
made meet, or fit for the inheritance of 
the Saints in light, Col. 1. 12. The ſhip 
that is laden or fraughted, is fit to put 
to Sea, and to fail from hence, or for its 
appointed Port. The Labourer 1s fit to 
receive his Wages when he hath done 


his work; fo when the Heaven-born 
{foul 
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ſoul hath faithfully ſerved his Genera- 
tion, and done the work in his place, 
Calling, and Relations, for which God 
ſent him, and intruſted him (though 
the beſt fall ſhort, being in ſome degrees 
unprofitable ſervants) then is he fit to 
welcome death, though to the fleſh its 
the King of Terrors. When the Godly 
man, living or dying, can appeal to the 
| heart-ſearching God, as Hezekiah did, Ja. 
XXXV111, and ſay, I have finiſhed the work 
which thou gaveſt me to do, Joh. xvii. 
I have finiſhed my courſe, and there is 
laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
2. Tim. iv. 8. This makes me fit and 
willing to depart to be with Chriſt. 


4. When fin is pardoned and the par- 
don ſealed, 7. e. when the clamorous 
noiſe of the guilt of ſin in the Conſcience, 
is calmed and ſilenced, by the blood of 
ſprinkling, and his evidences for Heaven 
bright and clear, fo that his better Coun- 
try 1s within view, and the gate of Glo- 
ry wide open, namely, abundant entrance 
into the everlaſting Kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Chriſt, 2 Pet. i. 11. 
Lot had a mind to prolong his time in 
Sodom, it was a goodly City, and he was 
not well aſſured whither to go, when he 

had 
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had leſt it. But when the Gracious ſoul 
is aſſured of a better ſtate, a better life, 
that's hid with Chriſt in God, ſo that he 
can ſay, as once an eminent man did 
dying: 1 ſhall but change my place, I ſhall 
not change my company, He may then 
(being ſealed to the day of Redemption) 
lang for his diſſolution. 


5. When the heart is weaned from, 
and weary of this evil world, and ſo in- 
flamed with love to Chriſt, that it can- 
not live without him, or be abſent from 
him: Having taſted of the Grapes of 
Efhcol, he muſt to Canaan to ſee the 
ae, Land, that goodly Mountain. A 
ore ſight or glimpſe of the ſweetneſs, 
beauty, and glory of the Lord Jeſus, 
will cauſe moſt vehement longing to be 
with him. New let thy ſervant depart in 
peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalva- 
tion: For this we groan earneſtly. And 
O how confidently, quietly, and com- 
fortably may ſuch a ſoul entertain the 
thoughts of death, that hath ſincerely 
repented of all ſin, and to whom fin is 
ſo grievous a burthen, that he would 
die to be rid of it; and whole ſoul is 
filled and fraughted with Grace, and 
aſſured of Glory, and his heart ſent as a 

. Har- 
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Harbinger to Heaven before TRY And 
indeed a ſerious and hearty conſideration 


of our eternal ſtate would provoke us 
to preſs V after this. 


— 


To cloſe up all, let me aſk you, in 
the preſence of the great Judge of quick 
and dead, (at whoſe dreadful Tribunal 
you muſt ſhortly ſtand) theſe following 


Queries. 
Query 1. Firſt, Whether a ſeaſonable 


preparation for death and judgment, viz, 
how you may eſcape Hell, and come 
ſafe to Heaven, be not the moſt urgent 
and important buſineſs you have in all 
the World ? Let your conſciences Judge 
and determine. 


Query 2. Are they not in a very hap- 

condition, that do believe, repent, 
and turn to God with their whole heart ? 
Who by living a life of Grace, are truly 
prepared for death, out of that dreadful 
hazard of loſing Heaven, Rom. viii. 1. 
P/al. xxxvii. 37. 


Query 3. Is it not poſſible that you 
being on this ſide the Grave and Hell, 
may prepare ſor this evil day? were you 
reſolved upon it, it would be done: 

you 
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you have often intended it, promiſed it, 
when ſhall it be? none but the Devil, and 
your Fleſh, will ſtop and hinder you. 


Query 4. Do you firmly believe the 
things here will fail, that death will 
come, that ſin, that accurſed thing, 
will ſting, and that the impenitent ſin- 
ner's caſe at the hour of death will be 
ſad, and very deſperate? Let me ſay to 
all ſuch, there is not a night you lie 
down upon your beds, but you run a 
very great hazard; if death ſhould call, 
and you not ready, you mult go, tho' 
you be ruined to eternity, Matth. xxv. 
10, 11, 12, 19, 22, 23.- 


Query 5. Have you ſo lived, as to be 
fit to lie down in a Grave, to riſe, ſtand 
again, and before God, who is a con- 
ſuming fire? Do you know yourſelves 
in a ſtate of Grace, that 2 are new 
born, that your evidences fur heaven are 
clear and certain? Is your work done ? 
Do your Lamps burn? and have you a 
well grounded aſſurance, that you are 
in the number of thoſe to whom death 
will be a privilege ? Phil. i. 21. 


Query 6. Can you chearfully, and 
without dread, entertain the thoughts of 
a diſ- 


1 

a a diſſolution, and of leaving all your 
earthly and ſenſual delights? Suppoſe 
the dreadful Judge ſhould at this inſtant 
ſend death into this place, with the 
names of five or ſix of you in his writ 
or forehead, and Death ſhould ſay, You, 
and you, this man and that woman, mult 

go along with me. | 

I have received a command from the 
great and terrible God, (who hath the 
power of Death and of Hell) to bring 
you young man, young woman, this 
day or night before the Judgment-ſear. 
I have often warned you by ſending my 
Deputies, and that this ten, twenty, or 
forty years; every Coffin, every dead 
Corps, or Grave you have ſeen, was ſo 
many intimations of my coming. Now 
(faith death) I am coine, look here up- 
on my commiſſion, ſee my dart and my 
ſting. This dart muſt kill thy body, 
and ſend thy ſoul into eternity. I com- 
mand thee this moment, to bid adieu, 
to take thy leave of Friends, Relations, 
Houſes, Lands, Pleaſures of ſin, orice 
for all. Thou ſhalt never ſee or enjoy 


them more, Lake xii. 19, 20. O how 
can you think of your dying, the world's 
burning, the Trumpets ſounding, the 
dead's riſing, and ſtanding at the 1 
an 


„ 
and not fear and tremble? Vou Sons 
and Daughters of Pleaſure! Did you 
conſider what horror and aſtoniſnment 
doggs you at the heels, which will ine- 
vitably come upon you as travail on a wo- 
man with Child, you would not ſay unto 
God, depart, and treaſure up wrath, 


lay up ſcourges and ſcorpions for your 
diſtreſſed fouls againſt the laſt day. 


Query 7. Let us aſk you that paſs for 
Saints, and hope for Heaven, whether 
your conſciences, in ſecret do not tell 
you, that you made but poor prepara- 
tions for it; yea, it may be you have 
done leſs for heaven than many that are 
now 1n hell ? 


You ſay you muſt die, and come to 
judgment: but how ſtands the caſe as 
to the other World? If you look down- 
ward to this world, its well, but how 1s 
it. within your precious ſouls? Do you 
believe that Atheiſts, Unbelievers, 
Drunkards, Swearers, Murderers, Thieves, 
Perſecutors, Liars, Sabbath-breakers, 
Adulterers, Worldlings, are going ſwift- 
ly to Hell ? Do you beheve that Chriſt's 
flock is little, and not fear yourſelves ? 
Do you think that Eſau, Judas, Ahab, 


Agrippa, 
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Agrippa, Herod, Simon Magus, the fooliſh 
Virgins are in hell, and yet confident of 
your going to heaven? Theſe have out- 
done many of you. Eſau wept and cried 


for the bleſſing, Heb. xii. 17. Ahab 
Humbled himſelf, 1 Kings xxi. 29. Herod 


did many things, and beard John joyfully, 
Mark vi. 20. Agrippa was almoſt a Chriſ- 

tian, Acts xxvi. 28. The Scribe was not 
far from the kingdom of God, Mark x11. 

34. The fooliſh Virgins were not pro- 
phane, they took care to trim their lamps, 
and knock'd at the door. Now what fins 
have you left? what grace have you ex- 
erciſed ? what duties have you perform- 
ed? and how? Take heed you be not de- 
ceived; Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate, 
for many will ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not 
be able, Luke xiii. 14. 


Query 8. You having ſo many warn- 
ings, time and means to prepare for 
death and judgment, and will not, who 
will pity you when you periſh? God will 
not, Prov. 1. 26, 27. Chriſt will not, 
Luke xix. 27. Angels, Saints, Mini- 
ſters will not, all will ſay, away with 


them, let them be damned. 
And O what a killing and amazing 


fight will Chriſt's coming in the Clouds 


be 
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be to all that either denied his coming, 
or who would not prepare for it. His 
incarnation was terrible, Mat. 11. 3. His 
crucifixion was more terrible, Luke xxiii. 
44, 45, 47, 48. But his being on the 
Tribunal will be 'moſt terrible. Then 
ſhall the Tribes of the Earth mourn, 
Mat. xxiv. 30. and men cry to the rocks 
and mountains to fall on them, Rev. vi. 
15, 16. When they ſhall ſee ſo many 
thouſands and Millions of Men and 
Women dragged down with all the De- 
vils of Hell, to that burning Lake of 
fire and brimſtone. How will they then 
mourn for ſorrow of heart, and howl for 
vexation of fpirit, and with bitterneſs of 
ſoul wiſh they had never heard of Chriſt, 
that they had been born among the Hea- 
then, or never had a being, or enjoyed 
a life of pleaſure upon the earth! How 
will the wretched ſinner beat his breaſt, 
pluck off his hair, tear his bowels, cry- 
ing out (when he ſees all hope 1s gone) 
O that I had. now no ſoul! or that this 
immortal ſoul were mortal! that I might 
now die, and breathe no more! or that 
my ſentence might be but to lodge with 
devils in this burning lake for ten thou- 
ſand years, that ſo I might not remain 
in a ſtate of baniſhment from the face 
and preſence of God to all eternity. 


O then 
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O then pray ! that ſerious thoughts of 
death may be always upon thine heart ; 
and whither thou goeſt, let them go; 
and where thou lodgeſt, let them lodge; 
that thou mayeſt ſpeak of it to thy Chil- 

dren and Family; when thou fitteſt in 
thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by 
the way, and when thou lieſt down, and 
when thou riſeſt up. Oh let theſe great 
things of death and Judgment, be bound 
as a *fign upon thine hand, and write 
them upon the poſts of thine houſe, and 
on the gates, that they may be always be- 
fore thine eyes, for thy good always, that 
thou mayeſt beware, leſt thou forget 
the Lord thy God, and the everlaſting 
concernments of thy immortal Soul, and 
God's anger be kindled againſt thee, 
and deſtroy thee ſuddenly, with a migh- 
ty deſtruction. 

Conſider now what I have ſpoken, and 
the Lord give thee underitanding in all 
things, 2 Tim. 7. Which is that God 
wiſheth in the Text, O that they were 
wiſe, that they underſiood this, that they 
would conſider their latter end. 


ENCES. 


